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■" In a brazen act of cowardice, terrorists bombed the USS Cole while she rested in port. jJs 
The explosion killed Americans engaged in the defense of our nation. We 
L: _ BlackHawk salute these brave sailors who gave their lives in the preservation of free- 
dom. To the families who lost their fathers and sons, mothers and daughters, sisters 
and brothers, we at BlackHawk offer our deepest sympathy and humble admiration. ' 7^5 
To you is owed the heartfelt gratitude of a grateful nation. And to those who did this, take 
a look at this ad. When American Firepower comes for you, this is what they’ll be wear* 
ing. Because the ex-SEAL that owns this company wouldn’t have it any other way. It ; _ - 
* may be Marines, Army, Air Force, Navy-Rangers, SEAL’S, RECON or Special Forces. V/’; 
'M On our soil, it may be the FBI, DEA, CIA, INS, Customs or the hardworking beat cop who 

knows what to look for, BUT WE WILL FIND YOU! ...And to you brave , ^ 

officers and warriors doing this task, our thanks and God Speed. 
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1/2 x 81/2. softcover, photos, ilfus., 376 pp. 
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The Best of Soldier Of Fortune 
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articles from SOF and 
you’ll 
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RAGNAR’S ACTION 
ENCYCLOPEDIA OF 
PRACTICAL KNOWLEDGE 
AND PROVEN TECHNIQUES, 
Volume 1, Revised Edition 
by Ragnar Benson 
Learn how to build weapons, trap any¬ 
thing that moves, drop out of the rat 
, race, protect your privacy, elude the 
bad guys, defend yourself, change 
identities, land a job and live well ~ 
as well as a little bit about everything 
else that might be important. 81/2x11, softcover, 
photos, illus., 344 pp. #ACT.S $35,00 



CREDIT SECRETS 

How to Erase Bad Credit 
Revised and Updated 
by Bob Hammond 

This expanded Credit Secrets will 
save you thousands of dollars in fees, 
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as you team Ihb very Jajest techniques 
to get rfd of debt once and for all and 
estntllM tjoOS credit. Discover proven 
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x 81/2, softcover, 136 pp. #CREDFT2 $18.00 
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of the Underground 
by Sheldon Charrett 

Discover how crafty technicians stay 
one step ahead of Big Brother and 
turn out driver’s licenses, birth certifi¬ 
cates and other “secure" documents. 
Includes instructions on holograms, 
repetitive lettering, seals, emboss¬ 
ings, fonts, inks, paper and much 
more. 8 1/2x11, softcover, photos, illus., 96 pp. 

$ 20.00 
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CATALOG 

by Lee Lapin 

The Whole Spy Catalog shows you 
exactly how to hire an ex-KGB agent, 
order a photo of anyplace on earth 
anytime during the last 20 years, get 
an instant background check on any¬ 
one, open a door from 100 feet away, 
subscribe to an in-house FBI newslet¬ 
ter, order and install the latest elec¬ 
tronic surveillance gear and many 
more tricks to trace, track, surveil and investigate 
anyone or anything. 81/2x11, softcover, photos, 
jliUS., 448 UP Umm $44.95 
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ment never intended for anyone to see! 
A companion photo history to SOG: 
The Secret Wars of America’s 
Commandos in Vietnam it was 
compiled from the personal collections 
of SOG men themselves. It contains 
700 photos - most never seen or 
published before. See for yourself 
was all about. 81/2 x 11, hardcover, 
photos, illus., 496 pp. #SOG.P $79.95 
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How to Find and Use the Most 
Effective Antibiotics, Painkillers, 
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Prescriptions or Hospitals 
by Ragnar Benson 
Ragnar gives you precise instructions 
for securing and using the very latest 
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and other unusual sources. 51/2x81/2, softcover, 
photos, ilfus;, 128 pp. #DOTT.MED $20.00 
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This book binds the outspoken obser¬ 
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Bill Bagwell under one cover for the 
first time. Study the design and use of 
Bowles and other big knives and learn 
which blade designs and combat 
techniques stand up to the rigors of 
battle and the test of time. 81/2x11, softcover, 
photos, illus., 184 pp. ^BOWIES $30.0(1 
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We Owe Them The Best 


A s of 10 September this year, no one 
could have predicted with any cer¬ 
tainty that we were about to be 
committed to a serious medium-sized war 
in Afghanistan of all places. This confirms 
the point that SOF has been making all 
along: The specific time, place and circum¬ 
stances of the next time our armed forces 
will be committed to battle cannot be pre¬ 
dicted, but it is an absolute certainty that 
sometime in the next 10 years, or 10 days, 
there will be another war involving the 
American military. This is simply a fact. 

Nor can the scope and character of the 
commitment be foreseen: The present opera¬ 
tion in Afghanistan, consisting of air, logistics 
and special operations support for the 
Northern Alliance and the other anti-Taliban 
forces, is radically different from prior opera¬ 
tions in Panama, Grenada and Vietnam. 

The requirement then, is for large, very 
well equipped, trained and led, land, sea 
and air forces capable of anything from 
decorously showing the flag to thermonu¬ 
clear war anywhere in the world. This can¬ 
not be done on the cheap; you cannot 
improvise effective military forces between 
the Tuesday and Thursday of the same 
week. As we have seen, in today’s world, we 
will not have the long lead times that our 
allies bought for us in World Wars I and II. 

One reason why the South Koreans, the 
Israelis and, especially before the end of the 
Cold War, the West Germans could look so 
good is that each of them had only to pre¬ 
pare for a one-sccnario war against a single, 
clearly defined adversary in a limited and 
specific geographical area. We do not have 
this luxury. The U.S. Armed Forces and, to 
a slightly lesser degree, those of France and 


Great Britain, have to be prepared to go 
anywhere and do anything. 

We had hoped that these obvious truths 
had been brought home by the Gulf War 10 
years ago. Unfortunately, the view prevailed 
that, since the Cold War was over, radical 
cuts in the fighting force could be made and 
that the resources thereby released, could 
be applied to more cost-effective forms of 
vote buying. Never mind that, in the Gulf 
War, our sea lift, air lift and reserve compo¬ 
nent resources were strained to the limit; 
they have been radically cut since then. 

Would larger and better supported con¬ 
ventional and special operations forces have 
prevented the disasters of 11 September? 
Probably not. But the next time we have to 
go to war may be an entirely different place, 
against a different kind of adversary, and 
with different local ground rules. 

Theodore Roosevelt, among others, said, 
“In time of peace, prepare for war.” 
Napoleon said, “You can do everything with 
bayonets but sit on them.” There is an old 
British Navy saying, “Oderint dum metu- 
ant,” Latin for “Let them hate, so long as 
they also fear.” We will never be rid of 
Third-World demagogues promoting envy 
and self pity among the Third-World poor 
with “hate America” as a major part of their 
dismal message. Some of them we can 
ignore or buy off; others we shall have to 
sort out the hard way. The least we can do 
for the brave and loyal men and women in 
the green and blue suits who will have to do 
the sorting out, is to ensure that there are 
enough of them, with the best possible lead¬ 
ership, training and equipment. We owe 
them, ourselves, our descendents and the 
rest of the world no less. ^ 
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Afghanistan Maps 

Although SOF has spent a lot of time on the ground in 
Afghanistan, a good segment of the population would have a 
hard time locating Afghanistan on a map of Asia — let alone 
locating the neighboring countries, cities and areas in today’s 
headlines. Fortunately, very good map collections are imme¬ 
diately available on-line. 

An excellent collection of maps is available from the 
Afghan Info Center’s Afghan-Info.com site, that includes geo¬ 
graphic information GIS maps, administrative divisions, 
ethnographic maps and similar, plus timely regional maps, 
fighting area maps, refugee maps, and up to date maps show¬ 
ing airs strikes and military activity. Access them at 
http://www.afghan-inco.com/Mapmenu.htinl . 

The library at the University of Texas at Austin holds the 
Perry-Castaneda Map Collection, including an outstanding 
collection of country maps, city and regional maps, many of 
which are suitable for navigational use. The collection also 
offers maps of ethnolinguistic groups, maps of land use and 
economic activity, of population/topography/transport nets, 
and historical maps that cover all areas of the country for the 
past couple centuries. Of particular interest is a collection of 
day-by-day battle maps of the current military activity. Access 
this collection at http://devlib.utexas.edu/maps/ 
afghanistan.html . 


It’s Winter, And The Heat Is On 

Tomahawks, JDAMS and similar munitions can target 
whatever cave a Taliban, al-Qaida or similar rodent is 
using for shelter. That’s the easy part. Selecting which cave 
is the hard part, and this is where America’s technological 
advantage with exotic thermal imaging gear may come to 
the fore. Under the right conditions, heat-sensing tech¬ 
nologies are more effective in cold climates, and the bitter 
Afghanistan winters may well provide the setting, espe¬ 
cially if the enemy perceives an advantage in taking to the 
hills. Noted retired Army General Bill Nash, “it’s my judg¬ 
ment that there will be ample opportunity to use a variety 
of the advantages we have.” USA Today quoted a senior 
military official familiar with plans to use thermal sensors, 
that the Pentagon is counting on the fact Taliban and al- 
Qaida personnel are “going to have to have some heat 
source” no matter were they attempt to hole up. 

A combination of airborne, satellite and one-the-ground 
intelligence will probably be used to locate inhabited caves 
and bunkers, much as French troops used thermal sensors 
to locate snipers in the recent Balkan conflict. 


Me Slows, But Southern Border Still Hot 

Cross-border traffic of Mexican illegals slowed to a 
trickle in Southern Arizona, but sightings of Egyptian and 
Yemeni OTMs prompted concern north and south of the 
fence. A recent report in World Net Daily tells of a group 
of Middle-Eastern “exotics” who recently took up resi¬ 
dence in Agua Prieta, Mexico across the border from 
Douglas, Ariz. Despite reported offers of up to $50,000 a 
head for a smuggler to run them across, they found no 
immediate takers. Eventually, a group of Egyptians did 
manage to cross, but were apprehended by the U.S. Border 
Patrol and turned over to the FBI. A similar group of 
Yemenis simply disappeared. 

The Mexican army has established roadblocks east and 
west of the popular crossing point and have been arresting 
numerous non-Mexicans attempting to cross. In the wake 
of the Egyptian and Yemeni scare, Mexican Special 
Operations troops moved in and burned numerous safe 
houses and staging areas. At the same time, gang wars 
broke out between a local “coyote” cartel and a Tijuana 
crime group over smuggling turf, with at least 10 assassi¬ 
nations so far. 

The slowdown in Mexican migrants is blamed on the 
current state of the U.S. service economy and the anthrax 
scare. Local residents report, however, that some are still 
coming north and getting past the USBP The Arizona gov¬ 
ernor activated National Guard troops for port-of-entry 
duty, but prevented their deployment into the surrounding 
countryside and direct cooperation with the USBP. 

President Vincente Fox issued stern warnings to the 
unruly Mexican Congress, but not before numerous mem¬ 
bers publicly proclaimed that, “the U.S. finally got what 
they deserve” in the wake of the 11 September attacks on 
the World Trade Center. Bin Laden T-shirts are currently a 
hot seller in Mexico City. 

—Jim Bartlett 


Pro-Actively Limiting Nuclear Proliferation 

In the fairly unlikely event that Pakistan’s General 
Pervaiz Musharraf paid the ultimate price for his assis¬ 
tance in trying to rid the planet of Osama bin Laden, one 
point of concern is what might be done with Pakistan’s 
estimated two dozen nukes if they fell to the hand of a suc¬ 
cessor who was not friendly to the West. The four U.S. air¬ 
craft carriers and various British ships cruising off the Pak 
coast — or even neighboring, India who is also a nuclear 
power — might prove to be too tempting a target. 
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Although Gen. Musharraf has said that, “we have an excel¬ 
lent command-and-control system which we have evolved, 
and there is no question of their falling into the hands of 
any fundamentalists,” concern exists in some quarters 
over the safety of these desirable toys. Writer Seymour 
Hersh reported in the New Yorker that shortly after the 
attacks on the World Trade Center, elements of the Israeli 
Sayeret Matkal Unit 262 anti-terrorist forces came to the 
U.S. to train with Army Special Forces as part of intense 
planning in the event Pakistan’s nukes became vulnerable 
to renegade elements who backed terrorist causes — in 
which case attempts would be made to “exfiltrate” the war¬ 
heads to safe ground. 


Aussie Gun Grab: One-Year Results 

(The following was e-mailed to 5OF by an Australian chief of 
police.) 

I thought you would like to see the real figures from Down 
Under. It has now been 12 months since gun owners in 
Australia were forced by a new gun law to surrender 640,381 
personal firearms to be destroyed by our own government, a 
program costing Australia taxpayers more than $500 million 
dollars. 

The first year results are now in. Australia-wide, homi¬ 
cides are up 3.2%. Australia-wide, assaults are up 6.6%. 
Australia-wide, armed robberies are up 44% (yes 44%). In the 
state of Victoria alone, homicides with firearms are up 300%. 
(Note that while the law-abiding citizens turned them in, the 
criminals did not and criminals still possess their guns!) 

While figures over the previous 25 years showed a 


steady decrease in armed robbery with firearms, this has 
changed drastically upward in the past 12 months, since 
the criminals now are guaranteed that their prey is 
unarmed. There has also been a dramatic increase in 
break-ins and assaults of the elderly. Australian politicians 
are at a loss to explain how public safety has decreased, 
after such monumental effort and expense was expended 
in “successfully ridding Australian society of guns.” 

You won’t see this data on the American evening news or 
hear your governor or members of the state Assembly dis¬ 
seminating this information. The Australian experience 
proves it. Guns in the hands of honest citizens save lives and 
property and, yes, gun-control laws affect only the law-abid¬ 
ing citizens. 

Take note Americans, before it’s too late! 

(name withheld) 


State Department Seeks Former Military Talent 

In its largest expansion in decades, U.S. State Department 
headhunters see former and transitioning military personnel 
as a key source of talent. The new hiring drive will recruit 
1,433 new career personnel in FY 2002, 43% above the 2001 
level - for foreign and civil service positions. 

More than 500 former military personnel have gone to 
work for State in the past two years, and Department 
recruiters are targeting military personnel through on-site 
visits to military installations, through participation in 
military career fairs and employment panels, expanded 
cooperation with offices of the Transition Assistance 
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C - SOF SATIN JACKET 

Satin outer shell with inner lining tor warnitf). Two side entry 
pockets, Knit cutis and waist band. Perfect for spring and taiL 
Color; black. 

S-XL $39.95 plus $7.95 S&H per item 
XXL-XXXL $44.95 plus $7.95 S&H per item 
Oplionais: T SOF beret and dagger logo on back: $20 
Personalization (right chest, max 15 characters); $5 


B - SOF FLIGHT JACKET 

The most popular flying jacket in the world, supplied by Alpha 
Industries to the U.S. Military for over 40 years. 100% nylon 
(light satin outer shell with nylon flight lining and polyester 
baiting interlining for warmth. Front closure storm flap. Knit 
collar, waistband and cults. Combination utility pocket on 
sleeve. Color; Sage, reverses to International Orange. 

S-XL $99.95 plus $7.95 S&H per item 
XXL-XXXL $104.95 plus $7.95 S&H per item 
Optional; Personalization (right chest, max 15 characters): $5 


A - SOF LEATHER BOMBER JACKET 

Sypple lambskin leather in classic bomber-jacket style. Heavy- 
duty brass zipper with outside storm flap. Nylon lining with poly¬ 
ester fiberiill. Pleated bi-swing back. Inside breast pocket. 
Epaulets. Two side entry pockets. Knit cuffs and waist band. 

Color black, 

S-XL $249.95 plus $9.95 S&H per item 
XXL-XXXL $259.95 plus $9.95 S&H per item 
Oplionais: T SOF beret and dagger logo on back: $25 
Personalization (right chest, max 15 characters): $5 


Insurance included. Please provide street address. 
UPS will not deliver to PO Boxes or APO/FPOs. 
PLEASE ALLOW 4-6 WEEKS FOR DELIVERY 


TOTAL 


PERSONALIZATION OPTION: 

Print clearly- One letter per box. 
Maximum 15 characters. 


Send Check/MO/MC/Visa with your 
name, shipping address and phone number to: 

SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 

5735 Arapahoe Ave., Ste. A5 
Boulder, CO 80303 


No SOF products are manufactured by 
slave labor in China or Burma! 


optional 

subdued 


CREDIT CARD ORDERS TOLL FREE: 800-800-7630 


SOF logo embroidered 
on high quality black 

twill cap with red __ 

suede brim. Similar 

in style io the "Black Hats" that U.S. Army Airborne 
School instructors wear. $17.95 plus $4 S&H. 
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Circle Size 
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Embroidery 

Color 

Quantity 
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Back Logo 
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Shipping 
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S M L XL 
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#JK001 M SOF Leather Bomber Jacket 
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red/green 
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$259.95 

$25.00 
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#JK002M SOF Flight Jacket 

S M L XL 

red/green 
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S99.95 

n/a 

$5.00 

$7.95 


#JK002M SOF Flight Jacket 

XXL XXL 
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$104.95 
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$7.95 


#JK003M SOF Satin Jacket 

S M L XL 
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$39.95 

$20.00 

S5.00 

$7.95 


#JK003M SOF Satin Jacket 
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$5.00 

$7.95 


#H001M SOF CAP 
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$17.95 
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n/a 
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Program (TAP), and via targeted advertising. More infor¬ 
mation on Foreign Service careers is available at www.for- 
eignservicecareere.gov or by calling 202-261-8888. 
Individuals with administrative skills may wish to investi¬ 
gate possibilities as foreign service specialists should 
check out www.state.gov/m7dghr/hr/mlp or call 202-261- 
8851. Current civil service job openings are listed on the 
Office of Personnel Management website 
www.usajobs.opm.gov . 


Winchester .22 Ammo Recall 

Olin Corporation, through its Winchester Division, is 
recalling five lots of its WILDCAT® .22 long rifle high-veloc¬ 
ity rimfire ammo (symbol WW22LR). 

The affected lot numbers are: 3RA42L, 1RH71L, 1RH81L, 
2RH81L and 3RH81L. 

The lot number will be found imprinted (embossed 
without ink) on the outside of the right tuck flap of the 50- 
round box. 

The above five lot numbers may contain double powder 
charges, which may cause firearm damage and/or shooter 
injury. Any ammo from these lots should be returned to 
Winchester, who will issue coupons for replacement ammo 
from your local Winchester dealer. 

For details on returning this defective ammo to 
Winchester, call toll-free 866-423-5224 (U.S. and 
Canada), visit their website at www.winchester.com or 
write the company at Olin Corporation — Winchester 
Divisions, Powder Mill Rd, East Alton, IL 62024 (Attn: .22 
Caliber recall). 


Covos Day Books’ New Website 

Covos Day, pre-eminent publisher of books on Southern 
Africa, has a new website, which give all the info on their 
books, authors and international distributors - plus how to 
order copies of how to contact their authors and chat online 
about their books. For those not familiar with Covos Day, it 
also has a detailed company profile, and glimpses of what is 
on the slate for 2002. Check them out at wvvw.covosday- 
books.co.za . 



Speaking of career opportunities, Jesse Jackson has added 
former Chicago democratic congressman Mel Reynolds to the 
Rainbow/PUSH Coalition’s payroll. Reynolds, you will recall, 
was one of the 176 criminals to receive federal clemency in 
Clinton’s last-minute forgiveness spree. Reynolds received a 
commutation of his six-and-a-half-year federal sentence for 15 
convictions of wire fraud, bank fraud and lies to the Federal 
Election Commission. He is more notorious, however, for 
concurrently serving five years for sleeping with an underage 
campaign volunteer. 

This is a first in American politics, even for the dems: 
an ex-congressman who had sex with a subordinate won 
clemency from a president who had sex with a subordi¬ 
nate, then was hired by a political activist who had sex 
with a subordinate. 

His new job? Youth counselor. 

Is this a great country?, or what? ^ 
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S/iAGNU S/iperformance 

IS NOW AUTOMATIC 



Now you can get high- 
performance ballistics 
without sacrificing J 
the tactical edge of 
a high-capacity dB 
autopistol. 

GLOCK has taken 
its proven "Safe Action 
System" technology and 
applied it to the sizzling 
new .357 auto cartridge. 


Available Period 


Compact 


Sub-Compact 


PERFECTION 
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CIA Afghan 
Fubar Redux? 

by Jack Wheeler 


A s many recent commentaries have noted, there was no 
unified command of Afghan Mujahideen freedom 
fighters resisting the Soviet occupation of their coun¬ 
try in the 1980s. There were about half a dozen major 
groups and a host of smaller ones. The legendary comman¬ 
der Ahmad Shah Massoud, assassinated by OBL (Osama bin 
Laden) agents just before The Atrocity, belonged to the 
“Jamiat” group led by Burhanuddin Rabbani. Qari Baba, the 
famous commander in Ghazni, who looked like a cross 
between Buddha and Genghis Khan, was part of the Harakat 
group. Ramatullah Safi was the most outstanding comman¬ 
der of the Gailani group. Abdul Haq was the same for the 
Younis Khalis group. 

With one exception, all of these groups and commanders 
pretty much cooperated with each other. Their political lead¬ 
ers met and worked together (I attended some of their meet¬ 
ings), their commanders and bands of fighters did the same 
(which I witnessed in the field). Rarely did they fight 
amongst themselves, but focused instead on their common 
enemy, the Shuravi - Afghan for Soviet Russians. The excep¬ 
tion was Gulbuddin Hekmatyar, leader of the “Hezbis.” I 
went inside Afghanistan with every major Muj group — 
except for the Hezbis. I met Gulbuddin and interviewed him 
in August 1984 — and found him to be an Islamic Fascist, 
an admirer of the Ayatollah Khomeini, and a hater of 
America. Everywhere I went inside Afghanistan in the 
1980s, the story was always the same: The Hezbis spent 
their time fighting other Mujahideen groups for turf 
instead of the Shuravi. Rather than fight for the freedom 
of Afghanistan, Gulbuddin hoarded his weapons, planning 
a takeover of his country 
once the other Muj had liber¬ 
ated it for him. 

It may — or it may not — 
come as a surprise to learn 
that the CIA was obsessively 
insistent that the lion’s share 
of arms and support they gave 
to the Afghan Muj went to 
Gulbuddin. The term “obses¬ 
sive” is in no way hyperbolic. 

The CIAs obsession to sup¬ 
port Gulbuddin in vast prefer¬ 
ence to all other Mujahideen 
leaders bordered on the 
pathological. Every agent I 


ever talked to — especially the armchair analysts at Langley — 
was insufferably condescending whenever I would state that 
Gulbuddins people did no fighting, that the other groups were 
begging for weapons while the Hezbis had an oversupply of 
weapons they didn’t use. The agents would patronizingly 
assure me their intel contradicted what I and every other inde¬ 
pendent observer who actually went into Afghanistan saw with 
our own eyes — so we all must be wrong. 

A number of United States Congressmen also had figured 
out that the CIA was lying about Gulbuddin’s effectiveness, and 
were well aware of the great danger he was to the future of 
Afghanistan. I once delivered a personally written note from 
one such Congressman to Burhanuddin Rabbani. We had met 
a number of times before, but on this occasion we had a long 
discussion. The note was an explicit request for Rabbani to 
have his people spare no effort to assassinate Gulbuddin. 

“If you do not do this,” I explained to Rabbani and his 
chief aide, “Engineer” Abdul Rahim, “any victory the 
Afghans achieve over the Shuravi will result in chaos and dis¬ 
aster. Gulbuddin has to be killed, killed dead, if Afghanistan 
is to have any future and any freedom.” After our discussion, 
the Congressman’s letter, of which no copies were made, was 
burned before my eyes. A few days later, Gulbuddin’s Toyota 
Land Cruiser blew up in Peshawar, Pakistan. Gulbuddin’s 
driver was killed, but Gulbuddin, although injured, survived. 
Subsequent attempts also failed. 

When the Shuravi were forced to retreat in defeat in 
February, 1989, freedom for Afghanistan seemed clearly on the 
horizon. Yet right on schedule, Gulbuddin began his war for 
power. While Rabbani, as leader of the strongest and best 

organized freedom fighter 
group, attempted to put togeth¬ 
er a coherent government in 
Kabul, Gulbuddin began 
shelling the city. The CIA and 
their Pakistan counterpart, the 
ISI (Inter-Services Intel¬ 
ligence) forced Rabbani to 
accept a coalition government 
with Gulbuddin as Prime 
Minister, and with it, the resig¬ 
nation of Massoud as his 
Defense Minister. Massoud’s 
departure as Defense Minister 
precipitated Afghanistan’s col¬ 
lapse into the utter chaos that 
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T.H.E. Wallet 


T.H.E. Checkbook Wallet 




"Tactical Holds Everything" Wallet 


Dry-Cell 
On-Board 

BDU Cargo Pocket/Pack 
Organizer with 
Waterproof Storage 


“Tactical 
Holds 
Everything 
Checkbook 
Wallet ” 
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Pack Rat 

Drop-in Organizer for 
Pack, Rucks, etc. 


Super Sheath 

Adjustable Utility Sheath 



Recon Ruck 

A Perfect Blend of Ruck 
and Assault Pack 



SPEC-OPS 



X-System 

Magazine! Cargo/Utility 
Pouches 


S.O.B. 

Soldier's Optimized Buttpack 




Best Made Designs™, L.L.C. Dept. SOF 
1601 W. 15th Street 
Monahans,TX 79756 USA. 

Tel. 915-943-4888 • Fax 915-943-5565 
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- Col. Jeff Cooper J 
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Dave Clevingcr, Daniel Churchill & Rich Wyatt. 

3650 WADSWORTH BLVD. 
WHEAT RIDGE, COLORADO 80033 
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made the Taliban possible. 

Afghanistan, it must be understood, is an artificially cre¬ 
ated country, an ethnic hodge-podge glued together for the 
purpose of keeping the British Raj and the Russian Empire 
apart and not touching. Look at the map and you’ll see this 
narrow sliver of Afghan territory, the “Wakhan Corridor,” on 
the top right corner that goes all the way to China, barely 
separating what is now Tajikistan (but in the late 1800s 
Russian Central Asia) and what is now Pakistan (but then 
British India). Pakistan is similarly artificial, another ethnic 
stir-fry created as a refuge for Indian Muslims who didn’t 
want to be ruled by Indian Hindus (who outnumbered them 
2-to-l) when India got its independence after WWII. 

North of the Hindu Kush mountains in Afghanistan, the 
ethnic majorities are Tajik and Uzbek. South the main tribe 
is the Pushtuns. Pakistan is composed of Baluchi nomads in 
its south western deserts bordering Iran, Sindhis in the 
southern Indus region, Punjabis in the central Indus - and 
along the border with Afghanistan it’s all Pushtun. The Pak 
government has never exercised true sovereignty over the 
Pushtun area, known as the NWFA (North West Frontier 
Agency), and has always been terrified of the demand for an 
independent “Pushtunistan” breaking Pakistan apart. It was 
this fear that caused the Paks to freak out when Afghanistan 
went completely anarchic. Gulbuddin was their Pushtun 

guy. The Tajiks — Rabbani and Massoud-were out. The 

Paks had gotten their wish and the Chinese proverb about 
being careful what you wished for had become nightmarish- 
ly apropos. In desperation, they turned to a group of nutcase 
fanatics calling themselves “students” (“taliban”) although 
most of them were thoroughly illiterate. The ISI saw an 
opportunity for a business relationship in the bargain — a 


joint venture to operate the heroin business. 

Sixty percent of the world’s heroin comes out of 
Afghanistan. That only happens with the full cooperation of 
the governments involved — in this case the Taliban govern¬ 
ment in Afghanistan and the ISI “government within a gov¬ 
ernment” in Pakistan. With the money from the heroin trade, 
the Taliban were able to bribe opposing commanders and 
proceeded to take over the country with hardly a battle. Only 
Massoud resisted. 

The point to all of this history is that the CIA’s 
buddy, Gulbuddin, seems poised for a comeback. The 
Taliban chased him out of Kabul and into exile with 
his Islamic Fascist friends in Iran. President Bush’s 
clearly stated goal in Afghanistan is not simply the 
physical elimination of Osama bin Laden and all his 
cohorts, but the political elimination of the Taliban 
regime. Much attention is now being paid to former 
King Zahir Shah as a focus for a new government. The 
fly of Gulbuddin is an absolutely sure way to spoil this 
ointment on Afghan wounds. Thus the question of the 
moment is: Has the CIA abandoned its obsession with 
Gulbuddin? It is imperative for all those interested in 
the fate of Afghanistan to be watchful of any attempt 
to bring Gulbuddin back into influence. It is impera¬ 
tive that the instant this happens, Rabbani’s people 
complete the job at which they failed. It is imperative, 
finally, to understand that if Gulbuddin is brought 
back to any prominence, it will be at the CIA’s specific 
approval - which means that our own intelligence 
agency cannot be trusted to help win America’s War 
with Muslim Terrorism. 

Reprinted courtesy of Freedom Research Foundation. ^ 
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The ATN 4-12X80 starts as a sensational day time scope with an illuminated 
reticle and is 100% parallax free. An SDmffi p objective and 40mm(!). tube 
combined with the best German quality" multicoated glass on the market 
makes this sight the best light-gathering device for shooting in the world. 

But wait it gets even better! With a simple twist of the eyepiece you can 
remove the daytime riflescope eyepiece and replace it with a Night Vision 
eyepiece converting your scope into a high quality, very accurate night vision 
weapon sight. 

The Night Vision eyepiece is available in the following 4 configurations. Tube 
data sheets provided. 
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• US 3rd Gen 51 Ip/mm $3995.00 Msrp 

• US 3rd Gen 64 Ip/mm Select $5995.00 Msrp 

• US 3rd Gen 64 Ip/mm Mil. Spec. $6995.00 Msrp 
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Infrared Illuminator is also included to provide the user with total darkness 
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Israeli Homeland Security Tips 

by John R. Ldtt, Jr. 


hat should Americans do to protect themselves? 

We have all heard that we should be observant, and 
report strange events to the police. But one option has not been 
encouraged in the media, indeed, quite the opposite. 

News articles mention the jump in gun sales that have 
taken place since 9/11, but fail to mention the benefits and 
belittle those who buy the guns. We could learn something 
about responding to terrorism from Israel, and encourage 
more ordinary, responsible citizens to carry guns. 

Israelis realize that the police and military simply can't be 
there all the time to protect people when terrorists attack: 
There are simply too many vulnerable targets. (When the 
police or military are nearby, terrorists wait until they leave.) 
And when terrorists strike, their first targets include anyone 
openly carrying a gun. 

What Israel has found helpful in thwarting terrorist 
attacks is allowing law-abiding, trained citizens to carry con¬ 
cealed handguns. About 10% of Jewish adults there now have 
permits to carry concealed handguns. 

In large public gatherings, a significant number of citizens 
will be able to shoot at terrorists during an attack — and the 
terrorists don't know who has them. During waves of terror 
attacks, Israel's national police chief will call on all con¬ 
cealed-handgun permit holders to make sure they carry 
firearms at all times, and Israelis have many examples where 
concealed permit holders have saved lives. 

Americans only carry concealed handguns at a fraction of 
the rate of Israelis. To catch up, we'd have to grow from 3.5 
million permits to almost 21 million. 

Thirty-three states now have "right to carry" laws, which 
let law-abiding citizens above a certain age obtain a permit 
for a fee. (About half these states require also some training 
in gun use.) If more states pass such laws, or lower fees 



under existing laws, America could greatly expand the num¬ 
ber of law-abiding citizens carrying guns — and so become a 
safer nation. 

States that pass concealed-handgun laws experience drops 
in murder and other violent crime. Better still, they see par¬ 
ticularly dramatic drops in the types of attacks most similar 
to terrorist attacks - multiple-victim public killings. 

Studying all these attacks in the United States from 1977 
to 1999, Bill Landes at the University of Chicago and 1 found 
that deaths and injuries from multiple-victim public shootings 
fell by 80% after states passed "right to carry" laws. 

In their warped minds, both terrorists and the murderers we 
studied are kamikaze-like killers, who value maximizing the 
carnage they can create. Even if the killers expect to die anyway, 
having guns at the scene can help deter these crimes in the first 
place by reducing the expected return on their "investment." 

Just as in Israel, the type of person who is willing to go 
through the process to get a permit has proven to be extreme¬ 
ly responsible. Permits are rarely revoked for any reason, 
usually very trivial violations, with permit holders losing 
their permits at only tenths or hundredths of 1%. 

Nor are permit holders vigilantes. Up to 98% of defensive 
gun uses simply involve people brandishing their weapon. It 
is only as a last resort that people fire their weapon and even 
most of firings are merely warning shots. 

Of course, the discussions of gun ownership have the nor¬ 
mal dose of hypocrisy. Roll Call magazine reports that, since 
11 September, some of the strongest congressional support¬ 
ers of gun control have bought guns and gotten training. 
Congress certainly sees the benefits of armed individuals for 
its own safety: Members of Congress can carry guns around 
the capitol grounds. A new Zogby poll indicates that 66% of 
Americans support right-to-carry laws, so the real question 
is: Why the delay? (A full 88% support allowing retired 
police and military officers who are tested and qualified to 
serve as part-time air marshals carrying concealed handguns 
on planes. Presumably, the percentage is higher for these peo¬ 
ple to carry guns other places.) 

The mantra that people should behave passively when 
confronted by criminals seems impervious to all the scholar¬ 
ly research that indicates that passivity is definitely not the 
safest course of action. For terrorists whose only goal is to 
inflict as much carnage as possible, the passivity makes even 
less sense. Before we give up yet more freedoms, let us make 
the terrorists worry about who might be armed. 

John Lott is a resident scholar at the American Enterprise 
Institute and author of "More Guns, Less Crime " (University of 
Chicago Press, 2000). 

Copyright 2001 NYP Holdings, Inc. All rights reserved. ^ 
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Accounts From Inside Afghanistan 

by Robert K. Brown and John Hogan 



■■■ hough most Special Forces troopers have been used in 
unusual missions in exotic corners of the world, few 
I would have envisioned charging out of the shadows 
across the barren Afghan plains on horses with the descen¬ 
dants of Genghis Kahn. Into mortar and artillery fire no less. 

This is the first instance of U.S. troops being involved in 
a horse cavalry charge since 16 January 1942, when the 
under strength E and F Troops of the 26 th Cavalry, armed 
only with .45s, charged the Japanese in the village of 


Morogn on the west coast of Bataan. 

An after-action report dated 25 October 2001, quotes one 
of the SF troopers as follows: 

“I am advising a man on how to best employ light infantry 
and horse cavalry in the attack against Taliban T-55s [tanks]... 
mortars, artillery, personnel carriers and machine guns — a 
tactic which I think became outdated with the introduction of 
the Gatling gun. [The Mujahadeen] have done this every day we 
have been on the ground. They have attacked 
with 10 rounds AK’s per man, with PK gunners 
[light machine gun] having less than 100 rounds 
... little water and less food. I have observed a 
PK gunner who walked 10-plus miles to get to 
the fight, who was proud to show me his artifi¬ 
cial right leg from the knee down. ... 

“We have witnessed the horse cavalry bound¬ 
ing overwatch from spur to spur to attack 
Taliban strong points — the last several kilome¬ 
ters under mortar, artillery ... and PKfire. There 
is little medical care if injured, only a donkey 
ride to the aid station, which is a dirt hut. I think 
[the Mujahadeen] are doing very well with what 
they have. They have killed over 125 Taliban ... 
while losing only eight. 

“We couldn't do w hat we are [doing] without 
the close air support. ... Everywhere I go the 


U.S. Special Forces ride horseback as they work 
with members of the Northern Alliance in 
Afghanistan. 
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“Departed position from which 
I spoke to you last night ... [We 
left] on horse and linked up with 
the remainder of [the element]. I 
had meeting with [the commander]. ... We then departed from 
our initial linkup location and rode into Mazar-e-Sharif on 
begged, borrowed and confiscated transportation. 

“While it looked like a rag-tag procession, the morale into 
Mazar-e- Sharif was a triumphal procession. All locals loud¬ 
ly greeted us and thanked all Americans. Much waving, 
cheering and clapping even from the women. ... USN/USAF 
did a great job. 

“I am very proud of these men who have performed excep¬ 
tionally well under very extreme conditions. I have personally 
witnessed heroism underfire by [two U.S. NCOs — one Army, 


The reason for the Pentagon’s 
release of such operational detail 
and photos of U.S.Special Forces 
soldiers serving with Alliance 
Cavalry may have had something to do with the politics of 
public relations. Could they have been spurred on perhaps, 
by the desire to quiet the armchair generals of the television 
talking heads In Washington and New York and deflect the 
usual pack of easily-spooked eastern print pundits who were 
starting to remind us of Vietnam-like quagmires and speak of 
the invincibility of an enemy that had lolled a lot of Russians. 

In an article written by the liberal Sy Hersh in The New 
Yorker on 12 November, one of those shallow eastern maga¬ 
zines published a disheartening account of how the ground 
war’s opening was a failed operation in which U.S. Special 


U.S. Special Forces troops are using pack animals to 
carry equipment as they work in Afghanistan . 


civilians and Mujahadeen soldiers 
are always telling me they are 
glad the USA has come. ... They 
all speak of their hopes for a bet¬ 
ter Afghanistan once the Taliban 
are gone. Better go. [The local 
commander] is finishing his phone 
call with [someone back in the 
States].” 

The trooper then went off and 
joined a cavalry attack on a 
Taliban position. 

In an after-action report dated 
10 November 2001, a Special 
Forces trooper reported: 


one Air Force] when we came 
under fire last night, which was 
less than 50 meters from me. When 
I ordered them to call close air sup¬ 
port, they did so immediately with¬ 
out flinching even though they 
were under ... fire. As you know ; a 
[U.S. element] was nearly overrun 
four days ago and continued to call 
close air support and ensured 
[Mujahadeen] forces did not suffer 
a defeat. These two examples are 
typical of the performance of your 
soldiers and airmen.Truly uncom¬ 
mon valor has been a common 
virtue amongst these men.” 
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Operations forces were frightened and 
mauled by “ferocious” Taliban fighters. 
Hersb is perhaps best known for his 
politically influential exposure of the 
events at My Lai in 1970 and more 
recently for his personalized attack in 
the pages of The New Yorker against 
Barry McCaffery, the highly decorated 
Desert Storm general. 

According to Hersh, the first blood¬ 
ing for U.S, Special Operations forces 
came during a failed, or so he says, 20 
October raid on Mullah Omar’s com¬ 
pound. Hersh quotes an anonymous 
“senior military officer” as saying that 
the Taliban had “... scared the crap out 
of everyone.” In addition, Hersh 
claimed 12 Delta troopers had been 
wounded, three of them seriously. 
General Steven Myer subsequently stat¬ 
ed that no American had been wounded. 
Hersh also reported that an anonymous 
Delta Force operative told an anony¬ 
mous “colleague” that the military 
should not “... put us in an environment 
we weren’t prepared for. Next time, 
we’re going to lose a company.” 
Certainly, it would have been difficult 
for the Taliban to invent better press 
than Hersh gave them. 

Fortunately, SpecOps were not quite 
as intimidated as Hersh would like us to 
believe. They have been blowing up 
bridges, designating targets for 
airstrikes, blocking roads and supplying 
and advising various anti-Taliban 
groups. According to Secretary of 
Defense Rumsfeld, “They’ve gone into 
places and met resistance and dealt with 
it. They’re killing Taliban that won’t sur- 
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A U.S. Air Force SpecOps soldier stands 
guard near a U.S. Army Chinook helicopter 
in Afghanistan. 


render and Al Qaeda that are trying to 
move from one place to another.” 

Airforce SpecOps personnel accompa¬ 
nied Green Berets to coordinate airstrikes 
that proved to be so critical and cleared 
the way for Alliance and other anti- 
Taliban forces. On occasion, however, it 
was difficult to obtain timely airstrikes. 
Coordination of air tasking was reported 
as a bureaucratic problem not unlike the 
difficulties encountered during the 
Kosovo conflict. Apparently the target 
vetting procedure was so cumbersome 
that on occasion, SpecOps personnel 
located high priority targets that got away 
before they got clearance to engage. 

On 16 November, as Rear Admiral 
Stufflebeam got ready to face a press 
corps skeptical about special opera¬ 
tions, a note in the DOD web page that 
allowed listeners to connect to the 
audio portion of the briefing said: 
“Room noise is fed beginning a few min¬ 
utes before the scheduled start time 
until the actual start of the briefings, 
even though the briefings may begin a 
few minutes late.” During the feed of 
“room noise” over the audio in the min¬ 
utes prior to the Pentagon spokesman 
stepping up to the microphone, the 
voice of a female reporter was over¬ 
heard saying, “Couldn’t we just give 
them rubber bullets and those spray 
nets?” God Bless America! 

John Hogan has done numerous arti¬ 
cles for SOF. ^ 
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lines to walk the reader step by step from the first signs of trouble all the way through to the rescue. It includes thousands of useful tips and directions that 
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Guide to Extreme Accuracy 
by Tony M. Noblitt and 
Warren Gabrilska 

Riflemen wanting to learn how to 
make first-round hits at extreme 
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mounts, caliber and cartridge selec¬ 
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1/2x81/2, softcover, photos, illus., 
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Urinalysis is a blatant violation of 
human freedom and dignity, and now 
you can fight back! Ed Carson, who 
handled drug testing for a large U.S. 
military base, reveals how the tests 
are done and how to beat them. He 
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this book. Find out how to preserve 
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by Sheldon Charrett 
Identity control is a form of tyranny, 
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tify Changer has new tricks to help 
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privacy in your life, from your mail to 
your job, and more. For academic 
study oily 81/2x11, softcover, pho¬ 
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The U.S. Marine Corps knows how 
to prepare its men for the physical 
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Candidate School. Besides the 
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includes instruction in unarmed 
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bayonet drills and more. 6x9, soft- 
cover, photos, illus., 368 pp. 
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_ BEYOND PEPPER SPRAY 

The Complete Guide to the Chemical Agents, Delivery Systems, and Protective Masks 

by Michael Conti 

Veteran police officer Michael Conti presents the first complete coverage of chemical agents and equipment from the perspective of a street cop. In one com¬ 
prehensive volume, readers can quickly and easily find pertinent information about modem chemical agents, how they are deployed, their effects and state-of- 
the-art protective gear. It includes the most common chemical agent weapons (from OC spray to gas launchers to thermal fogging systems), specialty impact 
munitions and military-class chemical agent weapons {from blood and blister agents to deadly nerve agents), as well as a concise history of their development 
and use. This allows the reader to better understand the role these devices have played in the past and the role they may play in the coming years. This is a 
must-read for law enforcement, military and security personnel, or anyone with a responsibility for, or concern about, the use of chemical agents. Especially 
timely now is the section on how to ensure personal safety in the event of a chemical attack. 81/2x11, softcover, photos, illus., 256 pp. #BPS $30.00 
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HANDBOOK OF HANDGUNS 
A Comprehensive Evaluation of 
Military, Police, Sporting, and 
Personal-Oefense Pistols 
by Timothy J. Mullin 
Not since Elmer Keith's classic 
Sixguns has one book offered so 
much information on handguns! Here 
Mullr takes pistols Wo the 21 st cen¬ 
tury with prorocative chapters on 
modffications, "desperation'’ weapons, 
the surplus scene, traveling abroad 
with a handgun, shooting schools and 
more. 8 1/2 x 11, softcover, photos, 
240 pp #HHG $35.00 



THE COLLECTOR’S GUIDE TO 
SWITCHBLADE KNIVES 
An Illustrated Historical and 
Price Reference 
by Richard V. Langston 
The first major book on switchblades 
In 20 years gives you prices on more 
than 160 automatics, ranging from 
rare antiques to modem Imports. Also 
indudes chapters on the early cutlery 
industry in America, the evolution of 
switchblades, George Schrade (the 
father of switchblades), collectibles 
and more. 81/2x11, hardcover, pho¬ 
tos. 224 pp. ftCOLLECT $49.95 



JIM GROVER’S SITUATIONAL 
“SELF-OFFENSE” 

A Hard-Core Guide to Offense- 
Based Defensive Tactics 
with Jim Grover 
Picking up where his best-selling 
Combatives series leaves off, Jim 
Grover teaches you his streetfight- 
pnoven tactics for countering knife 
attacks, escaping headlocks and 
chokes, fighting multiple attackers, 
regaining the advantage when you've 
been sucker punched, and more. For 
information purposes only. Color, 
approx. 90 min. #JGSV $59.95 



THE CLASSIC Ml GARAND 
An Ongoing Legacy for 
Shooters and Collectors 
by Jim Thompson 

This sequel to The Complete Ml 
Garandis an updated guide to shoot¬ 
ing and collecting this classic battle 
rifle. Features data detailing the Mi’s 
WW1I and postwar delivery chronolo¬ 
gy, examines the rifle's perceived 
flaws, offers advice on buying parts 
and kits in today’s marketplace, pres¬ 
ents tips on maintenance and more. 
81/2x11, softcover, photos, illus., 
112 pp. #CLASS!C $20.00 



DON'T BUG ME 
The Latest High-Tech 
Spy Methods 
by M.L. Shannon 

This comprehensive study of spying 
devices shows you how to stop oth¬ 
ers from tapping into your privacy 
and violating your right to be left 
alone. It covers everything from in¬ 
expensive transmitters hidden in 
potted plants to the latest high-tech 
supersystems favored by govern¬ 
ments and businesses. 81/2x11, 
softcover, photos, illus., 152 pp. 
#DONT $22.95 



STREET SMARTS, FIREARMS, 
AND PERSONAL SECURITY 
Jim Grover’s Guide to 
Staying Alive and Avoiding 
Crime in the Real World 
Here are the best of Jim Grover's 
“Personal Security" columns in Guns 
&Ammo covering the entire spec¬ 
trum of crime avoidance and defense. 
Includes gaining street savvy, harden¬ 
ing your home, traveling safely, utiliz¬ 
ing armed and unarmed options and 
training for practical firearm use. 8 
1/2x11, softoover, photos, illus., 280 
pp. #$$F $35.00 



FREEWARE ENCRYPTION 
AND SECURITY PROGRAMS 
Protecting Your Computer 
and Your Privacy 
by Michael Chesbro 
Let an expert show you how to 
safeguard your private informa¬ 
tion with encryption programs 
available tor free on the Internet. 
Chesbro reveals how to use each 
program and decide which one is 
best tor your security needs. 5 
1/2x81/2, softcover, illus., 96 
pp #FWE $20.00 



TACTICAL MEDICINE 
An Introduction to Law 
Enforcement Emergency Care 
by Ian McDevitt 
An experienced street paramedic 
gives a crash course in emergency 
care under the most life-threatening 
conditions. Learn the vital priorities 
of administering first aid while 
under hostile gunfire; the realities of 
efficient triage; the must-have 
equipment and supplies for a tacti¬ 
cal medical kit; and more. 51/2x8 
1/2, softcover, photos, 112 pp. 

#TM $15.00 



SAFE AT HOME 
A Thinking Man’s Guide 
to Home Defense 
with Louis Awerbuck 

Let firearms and security expert 
Louis Awerbuck give you the tactical 
edge in this home defense video that 
shows you how to set up a room in 
your home that will keep your family 
sate, proper weapon selection for 
indoor environments, use of reflec¬ 
tion and shadow, and more. For 
information purposes only. Color, 
approx. 55 min. #SHV $39.95 



REAL WORLD SELF-DEFENSE 
A Guide to Staying Alive in 
Dangerous Times 
by Jerry VanCook 

This book offers savvy advice for 
dealing with everything from a vio¬ 
lent attack to the often ironic legal 
aftermath. VanCook, a former under¬ 
cover cop, has experienced the real¬ 
ities of street violence and the legal 
system. His simple approach to self- 
defense stresses mind-set and cov¬ 
ers armed and unarmed tactics and 
techniques. 51/2x81/2, softcover, 
photos, 224 pp. #RWSD $20.00 



MODERN HIGH-SECURITY LOCKS 
How to Open Them 
by Steven Hampton 

Master locksmith Steven Hampton, 
author of the best-selling Secrets of 
Lock Picking , takes the art of pick¬ 
ing locks one step further. Here, he 
collects some of today’s most pop¬ 
ular pick-resistant locks and sets 
out to see which ones hold up to 
their claims. Hampton shows lock¬ 
smiths how each lock is picked and 
how long it will take. For academic 
study only. 51/2x81/2, softcover, 
illus., 152 pp. #MHSL $20.00 



SECRETS OF STREET 
SURVIVAL—ISRAELI STYLE 
Staying Alive in a 
Civilian War Zone 
by Eugene Sockut 
Leam the secrete the Israelis have 
gleaned from years of prevailing in 
hostile territory. Israeli self-defense and 
small arms specialist Eugene Sockut 
presents hard-learned survival tactics, 
including adopting the right mind-set, 
using "hot" and “cold" weapons, 
securing your home and arming a riot 
5 1/2x8 1/2, softcover, photos, 
illus., 400 pp.#S$SI $30.00 
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Yes, This Is About Islam 

by Salman Rushdie 


his isn’t about Islam.” The world’s leaders have 
been repeating this mantra for weeks, partly in 
the virtuous hope of deterring reprisal attacks 
on innocent Muslims in the West, partly because if the 
United States is to maintain its coalition against terror it 
can’t afford to suggest that Islam and terrorism are in any 
way related. 

The trouble with this necessary disclaimer is that it isn’t 
true. If this isn’t about Islam, why the worldwide Muslim 
demonstrations in support of Osama bin laden and A1 
Qaeda? Why did those 10,000 men armed with swords and 
axes mass on the Pakistan-Afghanistan frontier, answering 
some mullah’s call to jihad? Why are the war’s first British 
casualties three Muslim men who died fighting on the 
Taliban side? 

Why the routine anti-Semitism of the much-repeated 
Islamic slander that “the Jews” arranged the hits on the 
World Trade Center and the Pentagon, with the oddly self- 
deprecating explanation offered by the Taliban leadership, 
among others, that Muslims could not have the technologi¬ 
cal know-how or organizational sophistication to pull off 
such a feat? Why does Imran Khan, the Pakistani ex-sports 
star turned politician, demand to be shown the evidence of 
A1 Qaeda’s guilt while apparently turning a deaf ear to the 
self-incriminating statement of Al Qaeda’s own spokesmen 
(there will be a rain of aircraft from the skies, Muslims in the 
West are warned not to live or work in tall buildings)? Why 
all the talk about American military infidels desecrating the 
sacred soil of Saudi Arabia if some sort of definition of what 
is sacred is not at the heart of the present discontents? 

Of course this is “about Islam.” The question is, what 



exactly does that mean? After all, most religious belief isn’t 
very theological. Most Muslims are not profound Koranic 
analysts. For a vast number of “believing” Muslim men, 
“Islam” stands, in a jumbled, half-examined way, not only 
for the fear of God — the fear more than the love, one sus¬ 
pects — but also for a cluster of customs, opinions and 
prejudices that include their dietary practices; the seques¬ 
tration or near-sequestration of “their” women; the ser¬ 
mons delivered by their mullahs of choice; a loathing of 
modern society in general, riddled as it is with music, god¬ 
lessness and sex; and a more particularized loathing (and 
fear) of the prospect that their own immediate surround¬ 
ings could be taken over — “Westoxicated” — by the lib¬ 
eral Western-style way of life. 

Highly motivated organizations of Muslim men (oh, for 
the voices of Muslim women to be heard!) have been 
engaged over the last 30 years or so in growing radical 
political movements out of this mulch of “belief.” These 
Islamists — we must get used to this word, “Islamists,” 
meaning those who are engaged upon such political pro¬ 
jects, and learn to distinguish it from the more general and 
politically neutral “Muslim” — include the Muslim 
Brotherhood in Egypt, the blood-soaked combatants of the 
Islamic Salvation Front and the Armed Islamic Group in 
Algeria, the Shiite revolutionaries of Iran, and the Taliban. 
Poverty is their great helper, and the fruit of their efforts is 
paranoia. This paranoid Islam, which blames outsiders, 
“infidels,” for all the ills of Muslim societies, and whose 
proposed remedy is the closing of those societies to the 
rival project of modernity, is presently the fastest growing 
version of Islam in the world. 

This is not wholly to go along with Samuel Huntington’s 
thesis about the clash of civilizations, for the simple reason 
that the Islamists’ project is turned not only against the 
West and “the Jews,” but also against their fellow 
Islamists. Whatever the public rhetoric, there’s little love 
lost between the Taliban and Iranian regimes. Dissensions 
between Muslim nations run at least as deep, if not deep¬ 
er, than those nations’ resentment of the West. 
Nevertheless, it would be absurd to deny that this self- 
exculpatory, paranoiac Islam is an ideology with wide¬ 
spread appeal. 

Twenty years ago, when I was writing a novel about 
power struggles in a fictionalized Pakistan, it was already 
de rigueur in the Muslim world to blame all its troubles on 
the West, and in particular, the United States. Then as now, 
some of these criticisms were well-founded; no room here 
to rehearse the geopolitics of the cold war and America’s 
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frequently damaging foreign policy 
“tilts,” to use the Kissinger term, 
toward (or away from) this or that 
temporarily useful (or disapproved- 
of) nation-state, or America’s role in 
the installation and deposition of 
sundry unsavory leaders and regimes. 
But I wanted then to ask a question 
that is no less important now: Suppose 
we say that the ills of our societies are 
not primarily America’s fault, that we 
are to blame for our own failings? How 
would we understand them then? 
Might we not, by accepting our own 
responsibility for our problems, begin 
to learn to solve them for ourselves? 

Many Muslims, as well as secularist 
analysts with roots in the Muslim 
world, are beginning to ask such ques¬ 
tions now. In recent weeks Muslim 
voices have everywhere been raised 
against the obscurantist hijacking of 
their religion. Yesterday’s hot heads 
(among the Yusuf Islam, aka Cat 
Stevens) are improbably repackaging 
themselves as today’s pussycats. 

An Iraqi writer quotes an earlier 
Iraqi satirist: “The disease that is in us, 
is from us.” A British Muslim writes, 
“Islam has become its own enemy.” A 
Lebanese friend, returning from 
Beirut, tells me that in the aftermath of 
the attacks on Sept. 11, public criti¬ 
cism of Islamisra has become much 
more outspoken. Many commentators 
have spoken of the need for a 
Reformation in the Muslim world. 

I’m reminded of the way noncom¬ 
munist socialists used to distance 
themselves from the tyrannical social¬ 
ism of the Soviets; nevertheless, the 
first stirrings of this counterproject are 
of great significance. If Islam is to be rec¬ 
onciled with modernity, these voices 
must be encouraged until they swell into 
a roar. Many of them speak of another 
Islam, their personal, private faith. 

The restoration of religion to the 
sphere of the personal, its depoliticiza¬ 
tion, is the nettle that all Muslim soci¬ 
eties must grasp in order to become 
modern. The only aspect of modernity 
interesting to the terrorists is technolo¬ 
gy, which they see as a weapon that can 
be turned on its makers. If terrorism is 
to be defeated, the world of Islam must 
take on board the secularist-humanist 
principles on which the modern is 
based, and without which Muslim 
countries’ freedom will remain a dis¬ 
tant dream. 

Salman Rushdie is the author ; most 
recently, of “Fury: A Novel. ” 

Reprinted with permission of The 
New York Times. ^ 







Exclusively imported by 


Dept. 163,1 Lawton; Street, Yonkers, NY 10705 
(800) 880-2418 • www.kimberamerica.com • Free brochure available. 


^weriencedRe^ 


Fly Jet Fighters • Fire Tanks 
Fire Rocket Launchers 
and much more! 


MilitaryAdventures.com 

4514 Chamblee-Dunwoody Road, Suite 199 
Atlanta, Georgia 30338 USA 
Fax 1 (770) 458-6222 
E-mail: steckel@mindspring.com 


Call for a FREE Brochure! 
Tel 1 (678) 907-TANK (8265) 


The Low-Light 
Advantage: 

Meprolight is the world leader in quality 
seif-illuminating sights. Fixed and adjustable 
night sights for most pistols and revolvers, 
as well as rifles and shotguns, are available 
in several color combinations. Reflex sights 
with 24-hour illumination without batteries 
set a new level of performance for rifles and 
bows. The new 2-Dot™ reversible sight pins 
for archery hunters guarantee a clear, 
precise aiming point when conventional 
sights disappear, 

Meprolight products are easy to install and 
available at 1,500 Kimber Master Dealers. If 
your favorite dealer does not stock Meprolight 
you can purchase directly from Kimber. 
Meprolight is the right sight in any light™ 


Fixed and adjustable night 
sight systems for most 
popular handguns 


Reflex sights with 24-hour 
illumination without 
batteries for guns and bows 


Tritium-illuminated 
analog diver's watches 
in a variety of styles 


FEBRUARY 2002 ^ SOLDIER OF FORTUNE • www.sofmag.cam 


27 


























Setbacks on the Home front 

by Paul Craig Roberts 


F or many Americans, the events of 11 September have 
breathed new life into patriotism, but many in acade¬ 
mia and the media remain hostile to America. The 
Foundation for Individual Rights in Education (www.the- 
fire.org) has intervened in recent instances where academic 
administrators intentionally stifled patriotic expression and 
retaliated against those who voiced support for our country. 

At Central Michigan University, students were ordered by 
university administrators to remove patriotic posters and the 
American flag from their dormitory. The students were told 
that these items were "offensive." 

Duke University in North Carolina shut down Professor 
Gary Hull’s webpage because he posted an article that called 
for a strong military response to the terrorist attack 

At Pennsylvania State University, a professor was repri¬ 
manded by the vice provost for academic affairs for advocat¬ 
ing military action as a response to the terrorist attacks. The 


professor was told that his comments were "insensitive and 
perhaps even intimidating," grounds for dismissal. 

At Holy Cross in Massachusetts the chairman of the sociol¬ 
ogy department forced a secretary to remove the American flag 
that she had placed in memory of her friend Todd Beamer. 
Beamer was one of the passengers who challenged the terror¬ 
ists on hijacked United Flight 93 that crashed in Pennsylvania. 

At Lehigh University, the vice provost of student affairs 
ordered the American flag to be removed from the school bus. 

At Johns Hopkins University, Professor Charles Fairbanks 
voiced his support at a public forum for an aggressive cam¬ 
paign against states that harbor terrorists. (All such states are 
Muslim with the exception of Cuba and North Korea.) He 
was accused of assisting people to commit hate crimes 
(against Muslims) and removed as director of the Central 
Asia Institute. 

At the University of Massachusetts (one of the leading aca- 
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demic zoos), students were granted a 
permit to protest the war against ter¬ 
rorism, but students who wanted to 
rally in support of U.S. policy were 
denied a permit. 

At San Diego State University, an 
Arabic-speaking Ethiopian student 
overheard three Arab students express¬ 
ing their delight in the attacks on the 
World Trade Center and Pentagon. The 
Ethiopian admonished the Arabs and 
was put on warning by university 
administrators for "threatening and 
abusive behavior." The Arabs were 
happy, he said. "I told them they should 
be ashamed." (Of four material wit¬ 
nesses arrested in San Diego in connec¬ 
tion with the terrorist attacks, one is a 
San Diego State University student.) 

At Florida Gulf Coast University, the 
dean of library services ordered the 
library's employees to remove stickers 
reading, "Proud to be an American," 
from their workspace on the grounds 
that such expressions were offensive to 
foreign students. 

At the University of Missouri, the 
director of the university's TV station, 
KOMU, instructed employees not to 
wear red, white and blue ribbons in 
memory for those Americans killed in 
the 11 September attacks. 


It is permissible to burn the 
American flag on university campuses. 
But don't try waving one. America- 
haters have the upper hand on many 
campuses. They are ever so sensitive to 
the feelings of Middle Eastern Muslims 
and completely insensitive to the feel¬ 
ings of patriotic Americans. 

Multiculturalists, feminists and a vari¬ 
ety of other left-wing bigots have 
destroyed scholarship and turned educa¬ 
tion into a campaign against Western civ¬ 
ilization. They seduce the minds of the 
young and fill them with shame of their 
country These home-grown terrorists in 
academic garb are a more dangerous 


enemy than the Taliban and bin Laden. 

While the U.S. conducts a war 
against terrorists, our own universities 
are conducting a terror war against the 
patriots on their campuses. 

The Heritage Foundation is rightly 
calling for an end to World Bank and 
IMF subsidies to states that harbor ter¬ 
rorist organizations. We must also end 
taxpayer and donor subsidies to politi¬ 
cally correct universities, which are 
Fifth Columns within our country. 

Paul Craig Roberts is a columnist for 
The Washington Times and is national¬ 
ly syndicated. 

©2001 Creators Syndicate , Inc. X 
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Tet 2001 At Home 


SOLI-HU 
VJfflBTONE 



Salpcr In terul 


September 11th, 2001 changed our lives for¬ 
ever. Whether we were there or not, listening 
to the radio, or watching television we were 
affected in ways that words cannot express. 

I’m thankful for the leadership for their 
immediate response to the national threat, and 
our Fire Fighters, Police, EMS, and emergency 
Response Teams who immediately mobilized in 
efforts to prevent greater tragedy. As investigations continue, it is 
bearing out that what was prevented has been called by the gen¬ 
eration that lived through it, either home or in service of our gov¬ 
ernment, as “Tet 2001 at Home.” This incident was in greater 
extent avoided by our national response teams and policy. 

As that incident so changed the psyche of America in its 
thinking may this incident have the effect of deep rooting our 
thinking on the real world in real time. 

Any former Special Operative knows that taking the knives 


away, and other sharp objects are really insignificant for a 
trained team. With pencils, ballpoint pens, rolled newspa¬ 
pers, magazines, and a host of immediate martial moves they 
could incapacitate a crew and commandeer an aircraft in 
moments. 

Air marshals are suggested in uniform. I encourage their 
use, but not in uniforms which point them out to the terror¬ 
ist. I would want our men and women highly trained, highly 
skilled, working in teams anonymously, so that they may do 
their jobs correctly, and any activity is brought to bear upon 
the threat before they are ever aware of it. 

I have family who are Arabic and as American as the blood 
in my veins, who shed tears, shared grief, and have lost friends 
like most of America and the world. To be acting against inno¬ 
cents because they wear a certain style of clothing, the color of 
their skin, the sound of their names, or their accents, is abhor¬ 
rent anytime, let alone this time of national crisis. As 
Americans we should not and will not tolerate hate crimes. 

All Americans, united with the countries growing in num¬ 
ber everyday across the world, are in condemnation of this 
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deplorable and unthinkable attack 
against the very thought of civilization. 
Where in our hearts can we find the 
room for hate of our own? 

America is, and always will be a 
melting pot of the world. It’s what 
makes us great. United, we can be even 
greater. We are after all “united, one 
nation under God.” 

Our leaders and our professionals 
understand our path is not going to be 
easy. I believe it’s in the hearts of every 
American to make us better and 
stronger because of this. Ignorance is 
not part of the building process. 

Terrorism has been around for cen¬ 
turies. To believe it’s going away over 
night is naive. It’s naivete that led us to 
this initial attack in the first place. Let us 
not repeat our mistakes. We have the peo¬ 
ple and the skills, which made this coun¬ 
try the greatest in the world. It is now 
time to demonstrate our true resolve, not 
just today, but for the many tomorrows 
and those who follow in our footsteps. 

Robert A. Slivatz. DPD-Ret. 

Richmond, Mich. 

SFALV@AOL.COM 


Is there any way that someone (who 
is too old for the military) could get to 
Afghanistan to fight with the Northern 
Alliance? 

I work for a NYC agency, and was 
at ground zero every day in the week 
following the attack, trying to help. I 
saw the destruction first hand. I work 
construction, am fit and have the abil¬ 
ity to leave for a year. However, to try 
and go there on my own would be 
very difficult, with the language prob¬ 
lems, etc. 

I thought if anyone could give some 
feedback on this, it would be your mag¬ 
azine. Perhaps there are wealthy busi¬ 
nessmen sponsoring people. Anything 
you could tell me would be appreciated, 
if this idea is not too far out. 

Dave Woemer 

Brooklyn, NY 

There is no shortage of fighters in 
Afghanistan , and we know of no legiti¬ 
mate sponsors for volunteers . Once the 
Taliban is mopped up, what Afghanistan 
really needs are builders, and that's right 
up your alley. Have you investigated what 
programs the Peace Corps or similar 
agencies may have to match your skills to 
the job there? 
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Carry-On Carry 

I completely agree with Dr. Fackler that the solution to 
hijacking is to allow retired military and law-enforcement 
personnel and concealed-carry permit holders to carry con¬ 
cealed handguns when they travel by air. All gun owners I 
have talked with about this since the events of 11 September 
say the same thing: ARM THE CREW! ARM THE QUALIFIED 
PASSENGERS! One thing that Dr. Fackler did not cover was 
how do we get the qualified armed passengers through secu¬ 
rity checks without arousing suspicion among potential 
hijackers? That question needs to be addressed by those of us 
who propose this type of protection. 

Arch A. Brashears 

Duncan, Okla. 


MBoxcutters 

The Japanese did not bomb Pearl Harbor with explosives, 
they did not sink ships with torpedoes, nor did hundreds die 
from strafing machine-gun fire. Some tiny men with pock- 
etknives killed thousands of innocent civilians. 

This is exactly the kind of attitude that is leading us down 
the road of disarmament in this country. A bunch of whiney, 
scared sissies who want to be protected. 

Nobody on that plane could have stood up and whacked 
one of those idiots with a laptop? I venture to guess that on a 
plane from Boston to LA there were numerous laptop com¬ 
puters. Could not ONE MAN have stood up and thrown lap¬ 


tops at these idiots like a p***d off wife throwing dishes? 

No, because this plane was loaded with the same people 
who think that Americans don’t need guns, the Second 
Amendment needs to be repealed in order to make society 
safe. Self defense isn’t part of their vocabulary. They are 
scared, shivering little people who want the cops and the mil¬ 
itary to take care of them. Where were your protectors today? 

Did anyone notice that not one of those flights originated 
from Georgia, Mississippi, Alabama, Arkansas, Texas, 
Oklahoma or any state where a good old boy would have 
slapped them down faster than they could mutter an unintel¬ 
ligible word? The problem isn’t with our intelligence depart¬ 
ments, it is with our own bravery. We lack it. I am ashamed 
for my country when people with pocketknives can kill thou¬ 
sands of my friends, neighbors and countrymen. 

Pete Wiesner 

Well, we hope you felt better when folks on the flight headed 
back to Washington, once they learned what had happened to the 
other hijacked planes, jumped the hijackers, knowing full well the 
best they could hope for was to keep the plane from being used to 
kill thousands of others. They were successful, but unfortunately 
they paid the ultimate price. The problem was not courage, but 
cognition . No one had ever hijacked a plane for a suicide mission 
before, and since the hijackers were in the cockpits and in control 
before anyone could react, it was logical to assume they just 
wanted to ransom the plane, to get home to Cuba, or similar sce¬ 
narios of the past. You will note that subsequent attempts at 
hijacking (by isolated nut-cases) were put down instantly; and 
had passengers fighting over who got to pound him first. (See the 
next issue of SOF for a primer on how to take out hijackers.) 
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Trust us: Had there been any concept at all 
what these scum had in mind, there would 
have been any number of people on board 
willing to risk a box cutter - but who were 
hesitant to get a Stew's throat cut just to 
avoid the usual detour to Havana. 


419 Scam Spam 

The article about Nigeria’s great 
scamming operation was appreciated. 
For the past four months I’ve been get¬ 
ting e-mails from both Nigeria and Togo 
trying to convince me to invest in some 
crazy quick money-making plan. I obvi¬ 
ously saw it as a scam straight away but 
how the hell did they get my e-mail 
address? (I’m only 16 and don’t usually 
enter my address much.) I’ll be waiting 
for more info on that subject. 

Matthew 

I bought a copy of SOF magazine a 
week ago for the first time. Read about 
the Nigerian scam letters. Also visited 
the SOF website. A couple days later, I 
get the exact same scam letter I read in 
your magazine sent to two of my e-mail 
addresses. That’s one hell of a coinci¬ 
dence. Are these scammers getting e- 
mail addresses from your website’s visi¬ 
tors? What’s goin’ on here? 

Travis 

What’s goin 9 on is that these scammers 
have figured out they can save having to 
counterfeit stamps and type letter s if they 
cast their net electronically, and with the 
right programs they can spam the world 
about as fast as they can type in an e-mail 
address - and for free. The e-mail address¬ 
es of readers visiting the SOF site are not 
available - even to us unless you give it, 
and even then not to anyone else. Last 
week this writer got a 419 letter addressed 
to my wife's name at my e-mail address , 
which we tracked back to a NICS registra¬ 
tion. Hackers logged on and wanted us to 
resubmit our mdit-card data within the 
hour of our signing up for AOL. In short, 
the system is porous as hell. If you want to 
fight back, first notify the server (likely as 
not it’ll be Yahoo) that they are serving 
scammers. That probably won’t do any 
good, but then you feel free to flame the 
scammers - after all, they gave you their e~ 
mail address , didn’t they? Just be careful 
you never give them more information 
than your e-mail address, which they 
already have. Or, at least forward their 
solicitation to the Secret Service 
(419.fcd@usss.treas.gov). ^ 
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High Cost of Coalition 

by William Safire 


WASHINGTON — Within a week after the terror attacks, 
14 members of Osama bin Laden's family, among others, were 
spirited out of this country back home to Saudi Arabia. 

The royals in Riyadh were worried that these Saudi nation¬ 
als might be harassed by vengeful Americans. After all, 14 of 
the suicidal hijackers were Saudis; bin Laden's fortune is Saudi. 

The swift extraction from the United States of the extend¬ 
ed bin Laden family was testimony to the Washington influ¬ 
ence of Ambassador Bandar bin Sultan. 

The FBI, informed of the flight by the FAA, searched the 
family's luggage and briefly interviewed those without diplo¬ 
matic passports, and watched the bin Ladens depart. The 
Saudis wanted their nationals out of American clutches in a 
hurry, and in Washington, what Bandar wants, Bandar gets. 
With seeming frankness and delicious leaks, the pilot-prince 
charms diplomats, disarms journalists (did you catch his 
recent media blitz?) and gets the Kingdom's way. 

Such deference infuriates FBI agents who remember the 
terror bombing that killed four Americans who were training 
the Saudi National Guard six years ago in Riyadh. Before the 
FBI could query those rounded up about links to bin Laden, 
Saudi "justice" forced confessions from these bin Laden wor¬ 
shipers and promptly beheaded them; dead men told no tales. 

Worse was the stonewalling by Saudi royalty of the FBI's 
investigation of the massacre of 19 American airmen in 
Dhahian's Khobar Towers. The FBI was not allowed to inter¬ 
view terrorist suspects nor to examine the getaway car; 
instead, our agents were shown selected videos. When a fed¬ 
eral grand jury here finally indicted 13 Saudis, the Kingdom 
blew us off; no trial has been held there because the accused 
would expose corruption on high. 

Prince Bandar was no help to State or the FBI in finding the 
terrorists behind these two separate murders of Americans by 
Saudi terrorists. But after 7,000 more Americans died at the 
hands of Saudi radicals, and the royal family wanted its and 
bin Laden's relatives yanked home, Bandar said 'Jump" and 
the United States replied, "How high?" 

The reason for our sensitivity to Saudi royalty's feelings is 
that Colin Powell is again into "coalition-building." Our invi¬ 
tation seems to say, "Help us catch this particular terrorist 
gang now and all is forgiven." To other Arab states, that mes¬ 
sage is in danger of being refined to, "Just give us names and 
hideouts so we can kill the terrorists who bombed us, and 
we'll pay you for it by leaning on the Israelis to appease the 
terrorists who are bombing them." 

We are being told that in coalition-building for a war on 
terror, intelligence is all. If the Saudis, Pakistanis, Egyptians 



“Osama bin Laden uses a cave ... but we hide in here for protection.” 


— even the Iranians and Libyans — share their secrets about 
Islamic extremists with us, we will welcome them into civi¬ 
lized society and send money, too. It could go further: If 
Russia helps, we'll forget Chechnya, and if China helps, well 
go wobbly on Taiwan. Just say yes to "coalesce." 

But let us not pay too much for too little. Saudi intelligence 
will rat on Iranian Hezbollah terrorists, but not on Hamas, 
and certainly not on the Saudi money trail to al-Qaeda. Syria 
will sell out some in Lebanon's Bekaa Valley but protect those 
headquartered in Damascus. In the same way, Egypt will blow 
the whistle on the brotherhood out to kill its president, Hosni 
Mubarak, but will turn forgetful about bin Laden's brigade. 

The trouble with seeking to build a grand intelligence 
coalition is that too often those willing to rat on Terrorist A 
are harborers of Terrorist B at home and blackmailees of 
Terrorist C abroad. President Bush's grand spook strategy 
may be to buy a little from each source and them zap 'em all, 
but that's too simple by half. 

In the current flurry of secret deal-making, the intelligence 
committees of Congress must ask: What is the Bush adminis¬ 
tration promising to which countries for what kind of covert 
help? Are we making deals that will track down al-Qaeda in 
Afghanistan but protect terror sites in Lebanon and Iran and 
bio-war labs in Iraq? How do we guard against disinformation 
from Pakistani spies designed to harm India's agents inside 
the Taliban, and vice versa? Overall, are we buying Phase I's 
retribution against one terrorist gang with a promise of no 
Phase II protective strikes against a terrorist nation? 

Reprinted with permission of The New York Times News 
Service. 
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If you thought Les Grau’s The Bear Went Over the 
Mountain (SOF, January 2002) was interesting, this 423-page 
companion volume titled The Other Side of the Mountain will 
intrigue any military buff. Again there are battle maps galore, 
which detail scores of operations launched by the Afghan 
guerrilla resistance against Soviet forces. This is a work that 
is going to become required reading for anybody involved in 
what’s going on today in Central Asia today. 

In a foreword to this, Lieutenant Colonel Lester Grau’s 
earlier volume on the Soviets’ war in Afghanistan, the veter¬ 
an U.S. Marine refers to them suffering what he terms, 
“death from a thousand cuts.” 

He explains that it didn’t take the Soviets long to realize 
that they were trapped in an unwinnable war. Though the 
mujahideen seemed to have had no hope of winning, they 
fought on nevertheless, because “it was the right thing to do.” 
Ultimately, having failed to achieve military victory, Moscow 
stemmed the bloodflow, cut their losses and withdrew, mak¬ 


ing this the first Islamic defeat of a major power since the 
Ottoman Empire. 

As this is written, the Taliban government has been run 
out of the north, and appears headed to continue the fight in 
the mountains, or if not that, anywhere it can fight a guerril¬ 
la war. It is steadfast that it can repeat the process. In the 
world of the Q’ran, this kind of sentiment has a powerful fol¬ 
lowing. 

Grau’s study of guerrilla warfare from the perspective of 
the insurgent provides a remarkable insight to what might lie 
in store for our boys when we do go in on the ground. 
Clearly, this is not an ordinary war and the enemy is hardly 
your run-of-the-mill insurgent. He cautions too, that they 
aren’t super heroes either, as we have witnessed in their rout 
by the Northern Alliance. 

An Early Battle 

Take the attack on Panjwayee, early on in the war against 
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The Afghan War of 
Resistance Against 
Soviet Forces 

by Al J. Venter 


the Soviets. The place was a district capital in the south and 
an onslaught, uncharacteristically, involved a large force of 
Mujahideen of about a thousand men. 

The area involved — about 15 miles south of Kandahar — 
was militarily significant to both the Soviets and the insur¬ 
gents because Panjwayee town and its surrounding hills pro¬ 
vided a favorable base for action in the green zones that 
stretched all the way northwards to Kandahar itself. We see 
the same thing today in so many outlying areas where 
Coalition Forces are active: a huge region to the west of 
Kabul, south of Mazer-e-Sharif and, of course, Kandahar, 
itself the scene of fierce hostilities as we go to press. 

Late September 1982, this minor mujahideen army was 
ordered to assemble near Panjwayee with the objective of dis¬ 
lodging about 300-govemment militia holding the place. 
Aware of the coming fray, the defenders turned every high 
point in the town into a fortress: Bunkers were created on 
rooftops and the nearby hilltops fortified with heavy weapons. 


Where possible, women and children were evacuated. 

The rebels shelled the place for two days but it seemed to 
have little effect. The Soviet Army HQ in Kandahar took a 
while to react. To begin with, they sent no support, believing 
that Panjwayee could look after itself. While this sentiment 
might have been well founded — at that stage of the war the 
mujahideen still had to show their mettle — it did reflect a 
defensive lethargy that became worse with time. 

On the third day things began to change. Commander 
Mulla Malang — among the most notorious of the Kandahar 
rebels — decided to take the initiative and penetrate the 
town’s defenses. He led a small group armed with picks and 
shovels and dug a hole through the town’s adobe wall, final¬ 
ly breaking into a house. Once inside, they continued digging 
and advanced from one structure to another. Throughout, the 
defenders on the rooftops above them weren’t aware of any of 
this activity. 

Finally, the rebels broke through into a courtyard and 
caught a bunch of militiamen by surprise. Believing the town 
had fallen, this lot hightailed it out of Panjwayee and headed 
for the hills. 

Having established a secure area, Mulla Malang signaled 
the rest of his force outside to join him. Avoiding the streets, 
they set about clearing a large part of Panjwayee of govern¬ 
ment forces. By early the next day, the district headquarters 
was in rebel hands. By now, the remaining pro-Russian troops 
still in town had taken substantial losses and some of them 
even suggested negotiations with the rebels. Before anything 



The face of Afghanistan: Men under arms , as they have been for 
generations , 
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came of that, an armored Soviet/DRA column rumbled in 
from Kandahar. 

Though many of the mujahideen withdrew, a lot stayed 
and fought, with fighting deteriorating to a succession of 
house-to-house battles. To these people — more accustomed 
as they were to rural hit and run raids — it wasn’t what they 
liked and by morning all had pulled out. 

The battle for the control of the town of Panjwayee is one 
of almost a hundred military vignettes detailed by Grau in 
this, earlier book on the war in Afghanistan. Very different 
from the later volume, it is a galvanized look at hostilities in 
Afghanistan specifically from the mujahideen perspective. 
Originally published in 1995 by the U.S. Marine Corps 
Studies and Analysis Division, it is soon to be reissued. 

Throughout, the author uses first-person narrative pro¬ 
vided by members of mujahideen combat teams who were 
there at the time. Thus, each time we get initial intent, the 
actual battle as and how it took place and, ultimately, a bare 


Does this young Muj long for peace — or for something to shoot with his Dashika? Only 
a stable regime and time will tell, (right) A corps of medics has always been low priori¬ 
ty among Afghan fighters. Here , Dr. John Peters (black shirt) was in Afghanistan in the 
1980s, training medics. As we go to press , he's back in-theater. 


enemy lines of communications and so on, Grau weaves an 
ambitious tapestry. 

While working with the original guerrilla participants he 
uncovered some very unusual issues, like the raid, featured 
on page 389, to abduct a Soviet Army colonel from his house. 
This was in Arghanday, not far from Kabul: an incident that 
spotlights some devious rebel tactics. 

According to the local rebel commander, Haji Mohammed 
Seddiq (his unit was affiliated to Hekmatyar’s CIA-linked 
Hezb-e-Islami-Gulbuddin or H1H) the men under him spent 
days gathering information about the movements of the offi¬ 
cer as he moved between the residence and his base on the 
outskirts of Kabul. What they discovered was that he rarely 
stayed overnight at his home. Rather, he would spend a few 
hours there after work and go back to his unit to sleep. 
Finally Seddiq made the unprecedented decision to snatch 
him from his home. 

With help from somebody at a local gas station who had 
w been watching his movements, three 
c mujahideen dressed as government army 
8 officers approached the man’s home. 
Seddiq, still in traditional garb, stayed 
out of sight. One of the uniformed guer¬ 
rillas knocked at the door and told the 
officer’s daughter that he was from his 
unit. He had an urgent message for her 
father, he said. When the Colonel finally 
appeared Seddiq came out of the shad¬ 
ows and told the Russian that if he 
uttered a word he’d be shot. 

Having dealt with him before, he rec¬ 
ognized the muj leader and offered no 
resistance. 

Within moments the officer was 
being ferreted through the back streets 
of Arghanday before being handed over 
another local leader and taken to a near¬ 
by village. By then the alarm had been 
sounded. At about four the next morn¬ 
ing the rebels were awakened by the 
approach of a squadron of Soviet tanks. 
Before anybody could react, the village 
was surrounded. Immediate reports 
spoke of Soviet and DRA (Afghanistan 
Government) troops occupying the sur¬ 
rounding hills. The rebels were trapped. 

Their options limited, the 
Mujahideen — with the Russian officer 
in tow — made for a cave hideout in a 


bones denouement. All this is a thoroughly useful and 
unusual scenario. 

Grau’s collaborator on the mujahideen side is Ali Ahmas 
Jalali, a former Afghan army colonel and graduate of the 
Infantry Officer’s Advanced Course at Fort Benning and the 
British Army Staff Officer’s College, Camberley. Jalali joined 
the rebels in 1980 and served as their top military planner on 
the directing staff of the Islamic Unity of Afghan Mujahideen, 
an alliance of three moderate insurgent forces. 

Snatching General Ivan 

Handling the war in vignettes that range under more than 
a dozen headings such as raids, mine warfare, defending base 
camps, ambushes, counter-ambushes, siege warfare, blocking 
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hillside near the house. It had originally been dug specifical¬ 
ly to hide weapons and equipment, but the Soviets knew 
about it because they posted a guard detail at its entrance. 

There and elsewhere, the author stresses the porous 
nature of Soviet and DRA encirclement procedures that even¬ 
tually allowed the mujahideen involved in this abduction to 
get away. Having escaped from the cave into a ditch after a 
shoot-out, they fought for another four or five hours before 
making a getaway into the hills. 

As he writes: “The Soviets resorted to scatterable mines, 
ground sensors, parachute flares and other technology to 
escape, but mujahideen groups would exfiltrate singly or in 
small groups and regroup outside the encirclement. What is 
peculiar is that all this was allowed to happen in broad day¬ 
light, even with odds weighted against the rebels.” He makes 
no mention of the fate of the captive colonel. 

A Manual For All Ranks 

Grau’s contributions to the war effort are incisive. He pre¬ 
sents us with an all-purpose book for the combat-arms com¬ 
pany and field grade officer and NCO. Drawing on his mili¬ 
tary background, he succeeds in giving us a good under¬ 


standing of guerrilla field-craft, tactics, techniques and pro¬ 
cedures in this alien terrain. 

As he explains, mujahideen tactics seemed to reflect a lack 
of any central cohesion, and while not standard, these 
seemed to differ from valley to valley and, for that matter, 
from tribe to tribe. Barely 15% of the guerrilla commanders 
were military professionals. However, since Afghanistan had 
a conscript army and most 22-year-old males had served their 
two-year obligations, most of the combatants were instilled 
with a basic military awareness that eased cooperation 
between the various rebel groups. 

The mujahideen, he explains, were nominally divided into 
seven main factions, but the disunity was much greater. 
There were factions within factions, he says. 

Further, the mujahideen would be difficult to fit into any 
line-and-block chart (like the Viet Cong or North 


Vietnamese) and there was never a central leadership critical 
to the cause (which the Taliban achieved). On the tactical 
level, it was obvious throughout, that the guerrillas were pre¬ 
pared for a long war. Their goal was to hit, survive and fight 
again, he relates. 

“Thus, they could not exploit success. After a victory they 
went home. Group leaders, let alone loose coalitions, could 
not hold a force together for long after a fight. Tactical victo¬ 
ry could not be convened into operational gain,” writes 
Grau. 

He makes a seminal observation that is as relevant today 
as it was then: Afghans — one and all — identify themselves 
by what is termed Qawm. This is the basic subnational iden¬ 
tity based on kinship, residence and sometimes occupation. 

“Western people may refer to this as ‘tribe’ but this 
instinctive social cohesiveness includes tribal clans, ethnic 
subgroups, locality-based groups and groups united by inter¬ 
ests.” These aspects and more are dealt with in detail by 
Grau’s co-writer, Ali Jalali, in a paper titled Clashes of Ideals 
and Interests in Afghanistan , given at the Institute of World 
Politics, Washington D.C. in July 1995. 

As he says, the Qawm — and not Afghanistan — is the 
basic unit of social community. 
Outside the family, it is the country’s 
most important focus on individual 
loyalty. 

While the country has been vari¬ 
ously characterized as a disunited 
land riven by blood feuds — some of 
which center on family and Qawm 
and quite often last for years — in 
the face of a serious threat these can 
be put on hold by local mullahs or 
village elders. Once that has sub¬ 
sided, factional hostilities can again 
be resumed afterwards. 

What Grau also underscores is 
that when the Soviets were there, 
Afghanistan was not a guerrilla war a 
la Mao Tse Tung or, for that matter, 
Giap: “The Mujahideen weren’t try¬ 
ing to force a new ideology and gov¬ 
ernment on a land. Rather, they 
fought to defend their Qawm and 
their religion against a hostile ideol¬ 
ogy, an atheistic value system, an 
oppressive central government and a 
foreign invader,” he states. 

In so doing, 1.3 million died in 
the war and almost a third of the nation — about 6 million 
Afghans — left the country as refugees. 

In the present conflict in which the United States is 
involved, in stark contrast, it doesn’t need an astrophysicist to 
accept that it is the Taliban and not the Soviets who have 
brought all the commendable Qawm qualities to naught. And 
that, basically, is why the current phase of hostilities affecting 
this ravaged nation of more than 20 million people is some¬ 
thing radically different from what it was a generation ago. 

The War Logistics 

You have to go through Grau’s book to understand that in 
one respect, the war during the Soviet occupation was also a 
battle for communications: As he puts it: “a fight to strangle 

Continued on page 68 



In living memory ; Afghanistan has never suffered a lack of arms, nor conflicts , nor men to 
fight in them. Here, in the mid-1980s, mujahideen get instruction on a Dashika HMG. 
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By necessity it is one of the most progressive coun¬ 
tries in the world in preparing its population tor an 
attack using chemical and/or biological agents. 


Israeli Civilian 

NBC 
Doctrine 


www.sofmag.com 


SOLDIER OF FORTUNE ^ FEBRUARY BOOB 




































by David Stone 

Phdtos by David Stqne and M. Brqqk 


At most, whoever is home will have seven minutes to 
complete last minute tasks and close themselves in our 
sealed room. We need to close all windows and lower all the 
blinds in the apartment, turn-off the gas and the computer 
and bring the mobile phones, chargers, electric kettle and 
microwave upstairs. If time permits or if two or more of us 
are home, we need put the bottles of frozen milk and water 
from the freezer, together with whatever perishable foods 
from the refrigerator fit into our camping cooler. It and with 
whatever fresh fruit and vegetables can be collected from the 
kitchen must also be carried upstairs. Last, make sure Vadar 
[our dog] is with you, then finish sealing the room.” I 
reviewed with my family what we had to accomplish in the 
final minutes between an actual warning and an attack. It 
was 26 September 2001 and it wasn’t the first time we’d had 
such a discussion. 

We last moved to Israel, Jerusalem specifically, during the 
summer of 1996. Not long afterwards, the U.S. began to face- 
off with Saddam Hussein. Talk was of a Gulf War II. Every 
Israeli household needed to prepare for Iraqi Scuds deliver¬ 
ing a deadly mix of biological/chemical agents. I quickly real¬ 
ized I lacked the knowledge and experience to prepare my 
family for such an eventuality I felt vulnerable, a feeling I 
rarely experience and do not like. I want my family secure, 
protected and as prepared as possible for whatever. 

Immediately 1 began researching Israeli government plan¬ 
ning and readiness for an unconventional attack, specifically 
defense against chemical and biological warfare. 

Suddenly, Saddam backed down, but my education con¬ 
tinued. I knew there would be a next time. Unfortunately I 
was correct, and more than once. 

Israeli NBC Doctrine 

The State of Israel has always been surrounded by hostile 
neighbors. Ever since Israel’s founding, building codes have 
required all construction include “Mil-Spec” bomb shelters. 


By necessity it is one of the most progressive countries in the 
world in preparing its population for an attack using chemical 
and/or biological agents. “At the time of the Gulf War, the 
IDF’s Pekood HaOrref (the Home Front Command) adopted 
the new doctrine of ‘A Sealed Body in a Sealed Room,’ “ 
explained colonel “A,” commander of the home front’s central 
region. Promulgated for the reality of biological and chemical 
warfare, that doctrine continues to be operational today. 

“We realized that chemical agents, i.e. nerve and poison 
gas, fall and collect at the lowest point they can reach. 
However, our typical bomb shelter was located where best to 
withstand a conventional attack using high explosives. 
Generally it was built at ground or basement level. Not the 
best place to be in an attack using chemical agents.” Colonel 
“A” continued. “Our thinking changed in light of the new 
threats we faced. We began to instruct the public to prepare 
an alternative shelter; a room, preferably an interior one, 
with few if any windows. It was to be sealed with plastic and 
tape, in a manner to make it airtight. Constructed in advance 
of an alert, only the entrance to the room was to be left unfin¬ 
ished. Once sealed inside (the sealed room), as directed by 
radio and TV broadcast or upon hearing or feeling an explo¬ 
sion, everyone was to put on their gas mask (the “sealed 
body”) and keep it on until an “all-clear” was given.” 

Public Distribution Df Gas Masks 

In the mid-80s the Israeli government started a program 
to provide each citizen with a free, individually sized gas 
mask in a kit which includes a filter, drinking tube and a self- 
injector of atropine. Special kits are issued for infants, chil¬ 
dren, and individuals with breathing difficulties. 

There are even kits for men with a religious objection to 
shaving off their beards. 

The Home Front Command operates a nationwide net¬ 
work of gas mask kit distribution centers that are open year 
round. It maintains a sophisticated, computerized record of 
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everyone who has or has not received a gas mask kit, and 
when and whether the kit contains components that need to 
be updated. Notices are mailed to one’s home reminding you 
when its time to come in to have your gas mask kit refreshed. 
You can even call a home front command telephone number, 
24 hours a day, and if you give them the barcode off your kit, 
they can tell you if you are still good-to-go! 

As the likelihood of war comes closer to reality, the Israeli 
Broadcasting Authority begins televising follow-a-long 
instructions to the public. These public service infomercials 
take you through the initial opening of your gas mask kit; the 
process of becoming familiar with the kit’s contents, each 
item’s purpose and how and when each item is used. The TV 
is also used to conduct practice drills for properly donning 
one’s gas mask. 

The Heder MoGun — Israelis' Protected Room 

In addition to stopping the reporting of where Scuds were 
landing (why allow CNN, the Catastrophe News Network as 
we call it, to continue to provide Saddam with a real time, 
forward observer), Israel learned several important lessons 
from the Gulf War. “First and foremost was that our bomb 
shelters needed to be replaced by protective rooms,” 
explained Colonel “A.” 

“Since 1992, all new construction, be it a large, public 
building, a multifamily apartment complex or a single family 
home, has been required to incorporate a protective room; a 
super shelter capable of being closed airtight as well as being 
bomb-proof. It generally has electricity and a telephone hook¬ 
up. More elaborate private and all communal protective 
rooms have water, bathrooms and even a TV hook-up. 
Everyone living and working in post-1991 construction has 
the preferred protective room and need not construct a sealed 
room, unless they decide they want one.” 

The Hsder Attoam — Israelis' Sealed Room 

Israelis living in pre-1992 construction or who like myself 
opt for an alternative to a communal protective room have to 
construct a sealed room. There was no one single way to do 
it. An ability to improvise is important. 

The only consideration authorities stress is that each per¬ 
son in the room needs one cubic meter of air per hour. 
Everyday-type plastic was not worth the effort to tape it up. 
Such plastic is effective in preventing the passage of chemi¬ 
cal (and biological) agents for a few minutes, no longer. The 
public is urged to purchase only plastic meeting the Israeli 
Government Ministry of Defense specification for chemical 
warfare defensive use. Similarly, only sealing tape meeting 
the same Israeli “Mil-Spec” should be used. Do-it-yourself 
type booklets providing step-by-step instructions for con¬ 
struction of a sealed room are available at all gas mask dis¬ 
tribution centers. Similar guidance can be found in the 
Hebrew and English language daily newspapers. 

TV and radio public service announcements by the home 
front command inform the public when it is time to purchase 
both the materials needed to seal a room and also some of the 
basic supplies with which to stock it. 

Silent Radio Broadcasting 

Newspapers also begin printing lists of emergency sup¬ 
plies each family should put aside. Lastly, the public is 
informed that the time has come to go ahead and construct 
their sealed room. From that point forward, no one goes any¬ 
where without his or her mask and the “Silent Radio” broad¬ 
casts begin. 



The State of Israel has always been surrounded by hostile neigh¬ 
bors. Ever since Israel's founding , building codes have required all 
construction include “ Mil-Spec" bomb shelters. By necessity it is 
one of the most progressive countries in the world in preparing its 
population for an attack using chemical and/or biological agents. 

Yael, EMT instructor and police civil guard sniper, is a vet¬ 
eran of the 39 Scuds which hit Israel in ‘91. She helped with 
my education. “Another Gulf War lesson learned was that in 
some areas of the country not everyone could hear the air raid 
sirens, especially during the winter when you sleep with your 
windows closed. And most of the attacks came during the 
hours of darkness. A silent radio broadcast was instituted. 
Before you went to sleep you turned on your radio and tuned 
in to a special station which was on the air, but not broad¬ 
casting. You heard static, white noise, nothing else from this 
silent station, until an alert sounded. At that point the station 
began a live broadcast which woke you up and informed you 
that it was time to enter your sealed/protective room.” 

... And Sealed/Protective Room Supplies 

Next time came six months later. Yael and I were asked to 
appear on English-language radio to discuss preparedness. We 
compiled a short list of items that should be in one’s 
scaled/protected room. Our list began with the warning, do not 
use any kind of flame in your sealed/protected room. More 
important than preventing a fire, was preventing the con¬ 
sumption of oxygen and the creation of smoke that would have 
no way to exit. We were mindful of Colonel “As” briefing. 

“Given a worse case scenario, it could take six hours or 
more, from the time the home front command got a sample 
to a testing center, until the absence of a chemical or biolog¬ 
ical agent could be confirmed. The time one would be 
required to remain in a sealed/protective room would be 
longer, conceivably significantly longer if the presence of a 
chemical or biological agent was confirmed.” Only then 
could the public be allowed out of their airtight shelters. 
Conservation of oxygen would be critical. 

For that reason, the first items we listed were a flash¬ 
lights) with spare batteries and chemlights. A radio with bat- 
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teries, bottled water, food and a basic first aid kit with per¬ 
sonal medications came next. For the folks in a room without 
a toilet, a bucket with plastic bags and sanitizing chemicals 
was suggested. A map of Israel, so one could follow radio 
reports of where things were happening, rounded out the list. 
We reminded everyone to bring their telephone with them 
into their sealed/protective room, as well as their mobile 
phone and charger and not to forget to take all telephone 
numbers they might want to call. Both types of telephone sys¬ 
tems are necessary. In time of general emergency you can’t 
depend on mobile telephones. There are so many calls that 
the system overloads and you simply can not get through. 

Practical Considerations And Personal Preparations 

In 4 97 my wife, two daughters, German shepherd and 
myself lived in a new building that had a common Protective 
Room for the families in its 12 apartments. Our guard dog is 
highly protective of my daughters. He could not be in the pro¬ 
tective room with our neighbors. My girls would be hysteri¬ 
cal if we were to leave him alone. So we decided to construct 
a sealed room. We would use the master bathroom and 
adjoining hall area, the most well protected interior area in 
our apartment. The bathroom had the additional features of 
running water and a toilet. 

First, I concentrated my efforts on locating and purchas¬ 
ing the items we lacked for either our sealed room or other 
preparations. Then 1 organized, stowed and/or packed our 
emergency and other supplies. 1 made sure that all our stored 
emergency foodstuffs and bottled water were in sealed, mod¬ 
erate size boxes so any one of us could quickly move the 
boxes into our sealed room or a vehicle. I worked according 
to categories; 

Food and Water — for consumption while confined in the 



The Home Front Command operates a nationwide network of gas 
mask kit distribution centers that are open year round. It maintains 
a sophisticated , computerized record of everyone who has or has 
not received a gas mask kit , 


sealed room, for use in our apartment for the period we 
might be unable to leave due to contamination outside; 
Energy — for cooking, for lighting and for receiving radio 
broadcasts; Medical — for routine aches and pains, for more 
advanced first aid contingencies and for use in a chemical 
and/or biological weapons attack; Protective Gear — for use 
in the sealed room, for use in traveling under conditions of 
initial or secondary contamination: Individual - all-inclusive, 
three-day travel packs for each family member and for our 
dog; and Apartment/Room Sealing Materials — Israeli “Mil- 
Spec” plastic and tape and silicone caulk. 

It was at this point that I tried on my gas mask. I wear eye¬ 
glasses. I discovered I could not get my gas mask on while 
wearing them. I had not thought about my glasses till now. 
With gas mask in hand, I went to the eyeglass store until I 
found a pair of frames that were both comfortable to wear 
under the mask and did not interfere with its sealing proper¬ 
ly. I bought the frames on the spot and was able to pick up 
my new “gas mask eyeglasses” the next day. 

Next, I turned to our 72-hour packs. Each of us had 
already prepared a large size backpack with three days’ worth 
of clothes, towels, hygiene and grooming items and neces¬ 
saries. I apportioned out emergency/survival gear between 
our four packs. Now I customized the packs to cope with 
chemical and/or biological contamination. I added two gas 
mask filters, pocket-size hooded plastic poncho, several pair 
of latex gloves and boots, film canister with a shaker top 
filled with Fuller’s Earth, several gauze pads and an orange 
Biohazard disposal bag. Each backpack still had plenty of 
room left for adding food and water. 

Preparations were complete. Should the worst happen, we 
were ready for a prolonged stay in our apartment without 
public utilities — electricity gas or water. We had a 150-liter 
water-storage container and our gas barbecue grill ready to 
move inside from the porch. The only thing left to do was to 
actually seal our room, when the order would be given. We 
were good-to-go should it be necessary. We simply had to fill 
the backpacks with food and water, grab our sleeping bags, 
first aid kit and move-out. Our family was ready. 

Then it happened again. 

Saddam backed-down. 

The First War Of The Century 

It is now 1 October 2001. The United States of America, 
the great satan to Muslim fundamentalists, has been 
attacked. In response, the world’s one true great democracy 
has declared war on terrorism. Informed Israeli military 
sources believe Saddam or one of Israel’s other neighbors will 
respond to an American attack on any Muslim country by 
attacking Israel Many within Israel’s anti-terrorism commu¬ 
nity advise “as likely” that any attack on Israel will include 
the use of biological and/or chemical agents. The U.S gov¬ 
ernment has been involved in serious preparation for such an 
attack on American soil since the Gulf War, 

Both governments believe a chemical or biological attack 
is more a matter of when than if. 

We moved to a new apartment 16 months ago. My older 
daughter now lives in her own place, a newly constructed 
apartment with its own protected room. I needed to prepare 
both our home and her’s. My daughter’s situation was rela¬ 
tively easy. Her apartment’s protected room had a special win¬ 
dow and door, both armored and designed to close airtight. I 
simply collected food, bottled water, bio/chem protective 

Continued on page 78 
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Written by a Former Special Forces U.S. Army Sergeant 

by Frank Hdpkins 



f 


gyptian-bom Ali Mohamed was a skilled double 
agent who became a naturalized United States citi¬ 
zen, and a sergeant serving with U.S. Army Special 
Forces at Ft. Bragg, North Carolina. Mohamed was 
sentenced on October 20th to what is believed to be 
a 25-year reduced sentence, after having pled guilty to charges 
stemming from his role in the A1 Qaida bombings of the 
United States Embassies in Dar es Salaam, 

Tanzania and Nairobi, Kenya that killed 
hundreds and wounded thousands. 

But in his heyday, Mohamed was 
chief instructor of young A1 
Qaida recruits, and has been 
cited by a number of law- 
enforcement and Middle- 
Eastern sources as author of 
the manual Military Studies 
in the Jihad Against the 
Tyrants. This volume reads 
like an Arabic adaptation 
of FM21-31(U) that has 
been hybridized with The 
Anarchist’s Cookbook . The 
book was seized by British 
authorities in Manchester, 

England, at the home of a 
suspect in the East African 
embassy bombings, and subse¬ 
quently placed in evidence. 

It came as a real jolt to the West 
when a group of men with a medieval 
mindset and what was assumed to be 
minimal schooling were able to adroit¬ 
ly access state-of-the-art technology 
and pervert it to dramatically effective 
terrorist use. Four airliners were com 
mandeered and flown into or at 
high-profile targets in the 
United States, killing thou¬ 


sands in the single worst pre-emptive strike in the history of 
terrorism. 

Upon reflection, however, what is even more disturbing to 
analysts is that such fragmented groups, whose previous 
efforts were characterized by effective but almost extempora¬ 
neous attacks on single targets, were sophisticated enough to 
do the meticulous long-term planning and coordination 
required by the attacks on the World Trade Center 
and Pentagon. 

The evil plot had been years in the 
making, planning, coordination and 
execution. Even given that the 
United States security apparatus 
was shamefully inadequate and 
jthe targets were sitting ducks, 
the strategy and tactics 
employed, and the level of 
sophistication required, make 
it obvious that this enemy is 
not limited to strapping 
dynamite on pubescent 
and assuring them the 
gates of martyr’s paradise are 
but a blinding flash away. 

These men, albeit pos¬ 
sessed of a maniacal dedica¬ 
tion and delusional purpose, 
been professionally trained, 
only in the skills required to 
a modern jetliner into a sky- 
full of undefended inno- 
but in the secret operative’s 
of blending into and operat¬ 
ing for years, comfortably within 
the target society and culture. 
Which begs further questions: 
Who trained them? Who else 
was trained? What else were 
they trained to do? What are 
the further and future targets? 
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Only when these questions are answered, can the 
national security apparatus address the problem 
and take affirmative measures to thwart future 
attacks on further fronts. 

And the answer to the question of who trained 
them appears to hit uncomfortably close to home. 
Who trained them? It would appear that the U.S. 
Army Special Forces did. 

Not only that, but more than a year ago 
American authorities obtained a copy of the train¬ 
ing manual which was written for the September 11 
terrorists and their ilk by a Special-Forces-trained 
former U.S. Army Sergeant, when it was gathered 
as evidence against the man who is believed to have 
authored it. U.S. authorities had it. They even an 
English translation of it. Pity indeed they did not 
study it as closely as the A1 Qaida operatives, who 
appear to have followed it almost slavishly. Further, 
in 1995 Philippine police learned of their plan to 
use commercial airliners as flying bombs. CNN’s 
Eileen O’Connor reported on this, a week after the 
attack on New York and Washington — even listing 
their potential targets, that included the World 
Trade Center, the Pentagon — plus the Sears Tower 
in Chicago, the Trans America building in San 


Studies leaves no doubt in the reader’s mind that 
there is no innocent too pure for Bin Laden’s 
wretched, syphilitic pirates to attack, no method 
too heinous to use, no act too cowardly, and no 
length to which their minions would not go to 
destroy civilization as we know it, so that the 
craven cadre they represent might substitute soci¬ 
ety as they envision it in its place. Collateral dam¬ 
age? It’s what they live for, as their terror is predi¬ 
cated upon it. 

And this manual trains the A1 Qaida operatives 
to live among us, blend in, and use us and our 
country’s assets in a symbiotic way, while they 
make us their target. 

Some of the scenarios they envision for the 
American heartland will curdle your blood. 

Holy Homicide 

Like all sophists who would bend the minds 
of True Believers and enlist them to consider and 
ultimately do the unthinkable, the author(s) of 
this volume evidently were of the opinion that a 
good deal of attention must be paid at the onset 
and throughout their training to molding the 
operative’s outlook. As a result, a good propor- 


This enemy is not limited to 
strapping dynamite on pubescent 
youths and assuring them the gates 
of martyr's paradise are but a 
_ blinding flash away. 


Francisco, and CIA headquarters. Combine the fact 
this was known, and that last August a Minnesota 
flight school told the FBI one Zacarias Moussaoui 
inquired about time on a 747 simulator to learn 
how to fly, but not take off or land, and it was obvi¬ 
ous that U.S. security agencies had better dust off 
their radar screens. Also obvious from even a brief 
perusal of Military Studies, is that America had bet¬ 
ter trade in its conventional radar for a FLIR, as 
these eclectic madmen have much more planned — 
and possibly in the works — from all directions 
and against all vulnerable targets, not just flying 
airliners into landmarks. 

Excerpts from this manual for mayhem are quot¬ 
ed below, as they will be instructive in familiarizing 
the body politic with just what these people have 
planned for us. Equally instructive may well be the 
obvious: Once again America has spent a great deal 
of effort training, which in this case was equivalent 
to arming, our enemies. 

All Mohamed 

Former Sergeant Ali Mohamed copped a plea bar¬ 
gain in October 2000, and his testimony has been 
instrumental in the U.S. government being able to 
use the trial for building a comprehensive indictment 
against the entire Bin Laden terrorist juggernaut for 
the embassy bombings, not merely the four other sus¬ 
pects who were sentenced last October. 

Even a cursory perusal of Mohamed’s Military 


tion of what was intended to be a manual of oper¬ 
ations is devoted to reiterating the perverted 
rationale behind what they would do. In the 
process it weaves in much artful dodging of obvi¬ 
ous truths, and a heavy dose of Orwellian dou¬ 
ble-speak/think. 

In some of the introductory chapters, after 
roundly calling for Allah’s curse upon a host of 
Islamic leaders of Islamic countries who disagree 
with their particular approach to matters, the 
author lumps these “godless and apostate” 
regimes together with the rest of the world into a 
very target-rich environment called planet Earth: 

“The confrontation that Islam calls for with 
these godless and apostate regimes, does not know 
Socratic debates, Platonic ideals nor Aristotelian 
diplomacy. But it knows the dialogue of bullets, the 
ideals of assassination, bombing and destruction, 
and the diplomacy of the cannon and machine-gum” 

Considering the Egyptian background of the 
presumed author, this and other vitriolic diatribes 
against Islamic regimes may well stem from the 
straightforward treatment that their operatives 
received at the hands of Egyptian authorities in 
the wake of their assassination of President Anwar 
Sadat. The description later in the volume of the 
techniques of torture that captured terrorists may 
expect to have used on them are, let us say, typi¬ 
cally Middle-Eastern. 

Having established that those of Islamic faith 
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who do not agree with them 
are godless and apostate, the 
author wraps himself in 
Koranic verse to rationalize 
terrorizing their “apostate” 
brothers and various Great 
Satans: “against them make 
ready your strength to the 
utmost of your power, 
including steeds of war, to 
strike terror into [the hearts 
of] the enemies of Allah and 
your enemies, and others 
besides whom ye may not 
know, but whom Allah doth 
know” 

As difficult as it is for the 
Western and civilized mind 
to understand the philo¬ 
sophical outlook of these 
men, some insight might be gained from seeing what it is 
that they choose to criticize among their “apostate” brothers 
in what we assume is Egypt: “The bitter situation that the 
nation has reached is a result of its divergence from Allah’s 
course and his righteous law for all places and times. That 
[bitter situation] came about as a result of its children’s love 
for the world, their loathing of death, and their abandonment 
of Jihad...” In other words, little suicide grasshopper, the 
loathing of death is a terrible sin. 

Although one can assume such organizations would take 
whatever recruits they can get in hopes of molding them into 
suitable implements, the manual lists a number of 
“Characteristics of Members that Specialize in the Special 
Operations,” not the least of which, of course, is “Tranquility 
and calm personality (that allows coping with psychological 
traumas such as those of the operation of bloodshed, mass mur¬ 
der)” [emphasis ours]. A stomach for mass murder is not the 


| only characteristic valued in 
£ special operators, of course, as 
willingness to commit 
unspeakable acts against inno¬ 
cents is nothing without the 
skills to get the dirty-work 
done. Other attributes that 
Military Studies lists include, 
“good training on the weapons 
of assassination, assault, kid¬ 
napping and bombing... pos¬ 
sessing cleverness, canniness 
and deception... special abili¬ 
ty to keep secrets and not 
reveal them to anyone... 
patience, ability to withstand, 
and religiousness... courage 
and boldness...” 

In the finest tradition of 
bent religious cults through¬ 
out history, an attempt is nearly always made in this manual 
to justify ungodly acts by assuring the trainee that for them, 
it’s OK. Under the heading “Guidelines for Beating and 
Killing Hostages” the writer assures the trainee that 
“Religious scholars have permitted beating. They use a tradi¬ 
tion explained in Imam Mosallem’s manuscript, who quotes 
Thabit Ibn Ans, [etc. etc.]... In this tradition, we find per¬ 
mission to interrogate the hostage for the purpose of obtain¬ 
ing information. It is permitted to strike the nonbeliever who 
has no covenant until he reveals the news, information, and 
secrets of his people. The religious scholars have also permit¬ 
ted the killing of a hostage if he insists on withholding infor¬ 
mation from Moslems...” 

Having established that Allah allows them some sort of 
undefined special dispensation to beat and kill prisoners and 
hostages, the writer then puts the teaching technique in the 
third person as he delineates dozens of methods of torture that 



Artists sketch showing former U.S. Army sergeant AW Mohamed 
(left) appearing in Manhattan Federal Court before Judge Leonard 
Sand, October 20, 2000. 


O n 18 October, four students and co¬ 
conspirators of Ali Mohamed were 
sentenced to life without parole, in 
U.S. District Court in New York, for 
their roles in the bombings of the U.S. 
Embassies in Dar es Salaam, 
Tanzania, and Nairobi, Kenya. 

Judge Leonard Sand also fined 
each $33 million. 

Having been found guilty by 
a jury last May, the subjects 
could have received the death 
penalty — and would have, 
except that some jurors felt the 
death penalty might make some of 
them into martyrs. Lawyers for 
Mohamed Sadeek Odeh had asked 
jurors to depart from federal sentenc¬ 
ing guidelines and cut some slack for 
their client, since U.S. support for 
Israel and the presence of U.S. troops 
in Saudi Arabia were a "provocation” 
to Muslims. Defendant Wadih El- 
Hage, also sniveling to get his sen¬ 
tence reduced, denounced both the 
embassy bombings and the attacks of 


11 September, saying that "the killing 
of innocent people and noncombatants 
is radical, extreme and cannot be toler¬ 
ated by any religion.” El-Hage is a U.S. 
citizen, and a former secretary to 
Osama Bin Laden. 


The other convicts, Mohamed 
Rashed Daoud Al-’Owhali and Khallan 
Khamis Mohamed, did not speak at 
sentencing, Al-’Owhali told FBI investi¬ 
gators he had ridden in the truck that 
delivered the explosives in the Nairobi 
bombing, and Mohamed had confessed 
to helping grind the explosive and 
transport the bomb used at the 
embassy in Dar es Salaam, Tanzania. 

A further conspirator and codefen¬ 
dant in the East African embassy 


bombings is Mamdouh Mahmud 
Salim, born in Iraq but a Sudanese cit¬ 
izen who was captured in Germany 
and extradited to the United States. 
Salim is yet to have his day in court, 
although he was originally slated to 
stand trial with the others. A 
year ago, he allegedly sharpened 
a comb into a dagger and 
stabbed a prison guards in both 
eyes, blinding him and paralyz¬ 
ing him on one side. As a result, 
Salim was to have been tried for 
attempted murder before going 
on trial on the terrorism charges, but 
his trial was slated to begin in lower 
Manhattan the week the World Trade 
Center was attacked and destroyed. It 
has been postponed indefinitely. 

Ali Mohamed, having copped a plea 
and turned state’s evidence a year ear¬ 
lier, was sentenced last July to an 
undisclosed prison term believed to be 
25 years, predicated on continuing 
cooperation with ongoing investiga¬ 
tions and prosecutions. — EH. 
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WHo trained them? it would appear that 
the U.S. Army Special Forces did. 


[state security] secret agents use: “hanging by the hands... 
hanging by the feet... beating with sticks and electrical 
wires... putting out cigarettes on skin... shocking with electri¬ 
cal current... attacking with vicious dogs... making [the vic¬ 
tim] sit on a stake... throwing in a septic tank... pulling out 
the nails and hair... burning with fire... standing on toes 
against a wall pressing with the fingers for long hours... beat¬ 
ing on cuts and sore parts of the body... giving a lot of water 
or watery fruits [then] his penis will be tied... hitting the gen¬ 
itals with a stick or squeezing them by hand... dragging over 
barb wires and fragments of glass and metal...” Threats and 
psychological torture are also covered, as well as citing inci¬ 
dents of abuse to suspect’s families by “security personnel.” 
Detailed advice is given on how captured agents can resist 
such torture and abuse. 

Servicing Targets for Allah 

Very thorough attention is paid to the assassination of 
individuals, and how to target them through individual 
weapons and poisons. Aside from the adaptation of some 
industrial solvents mentioned to create contact poisons, the 
poisons described for use by their operatives have been 
lrnown — and proved effective — for centuries. Full instruc¬ 
tions are included for their creation and use in-theater, and 
ruthlessly administered they would be lethally effective, even 
as a weapon of mass destruction. 

A pack of lunatics toiling over a cauldron of spoiled veg¬ 
gies seems more like something from a Grade B movie plot 
than a 21st Century scenario for mass murder, but keep in 
mind that in 1984 an eccentric Eastern religious cult in 
Antelope, Oregon, poisoned some 750 people with salmonel¬ 
la administered through local restaurants, in an attempt to 
keep voters away from the polls while they stole a local elec¬ 
tion. Had they used botulinum toxin instead of salmonella, 
they could have killed those 750 — and undoubtedly thou¬ 
sands more — had that been their intent. Where would the 
aspiring terrorist get botulinum toxin? A1 Qaida’s handy text¬ 
book of terror teaches how to make it in your own little hal- 
lal kitchen: “fill a pot with corn and green beans. Put in a 
small piece of meat and about two spoonfuls of fresh excre¬ 
ment. Pour the water into the pot until... leave the pot in a 
dark, moderately warm room for 15 days.. .you will notice...” 
and so on in explicit detail. The manual notes that “.000028 
grams will kill a person, this poison is absolutely deadly” and 
notes that the operator “can make three or four pots at the 
same time.” Medical texts state that one billionth of a gram 
of high-quality botulinum toxin is lethal. 

The text goes on to teach in some detail how to extract 
many other deadly poisons from tobacco, potato sprouts, and 
other common plants, seeds and reptiles with no more than 
a drip coffee maker and a bean pot. And how to administer 
them: “Put on a pair of leather gloves and very carefully bore 
about 12 holes in each of the prayer beads. After completing 
that, spray the prayer beads with [a common industrial sol¬ 
vent]. The Abrin will kill your victim slowly, but relentless¬ 
ly.” The symptoms as the victim dies are described in socio- 
pathic detail. 

“Assassinations Using Cold Steel” receive similar explicit, 
almost gleeful coverage, teaching the operative how to effec¬ 
tively target the victim using blunt instruments (“the two 
eyes,” “the areas of the tongue,” “above the genitals, with the 


end of the club” etc.), with a knife (“anywhere in the rib 
cage,” “the pelvis,” “the end of the spinal column directly 
above the person’s buttocks” etc.), with a rope (neck only) or 
“assassination using hands” (choking, eye-gouging, or “grab 
the testicles by the hand and twist and squeeze”). 

Mission Statement 

The manufacture and use of explosives has been a favorite 
of terrorists ever since the advent of gunpowder. The writer 
of this manual favors the use of explosives as a weapon of 
mass terror and destruction, for all the obvious reasons, and 
explicit details are given on the manufacture and deployment 
of improvised and conventional explosives to create the most 
devastating effect and most dramatic loss of life. It is inter¬ 
esting to note that the U.S. Embassy in Nairobi, Kenya was 
targeted specifically because U.S. ambassador Prudence 
Bushnell was a woman, and it was assumed her death would 
attract more publicity. 

But these fanatics are not just angry young men without a 
mission. As stated in the text: 

“Missions Required of the Military Organization: 

The main mission for which the Military Organization is 
responsible is: 

The overthrow of the godless regimes and their replacement 
with an Islamic regime. Other missions consist of the following: 

1. Gathering information about the enemy the land, the instal¬ 
lations, and the neighbors. 

2. Kidnapping enemy personnel, documents, secrets , and arms. 

3. Assassinating enemy personnel as well as foreign tourists. 

4. Freeing the brothers who are captured by the enemy. 

5. Spreading rumors and writing statements that instigate peo¬ 
ple against the enemy. 

6. Blasting and destroying the places of amusement, immorali¬ 
ty, and sin: not a vital target. 

7. Blasting and destroying the embassies and attacking vital 
economic centers. 

8. Blasting and destroying budges leading into and out of the 
cities.” 

Does that read like today’s headlines? 

Inasmuch as their actions, deeds and training documents 
illustrate a maniacal ruthlessness and willingness to kill as 
many innocents as they can, the next point of interest is what 
are their next targets. 

The answer to that is simple, and obvious: you are. And it 
may be safely assumed that for the most part, the personnel 
and other assets required for further attacks on United States 
citizens, facilities, infrastructure, liberties and our way of life 
are already in place. 

All operations thus far, successful or not, have evidenced 
appropriate attention to reconnaissance, planning and prepa¬ 
ration. Major targets suitable for weapons or techniques of 
mass destruction, seem to have been given planning and 
preparation directly proportional to their importance. Their 
second attack on the World Trade Center, by hijacked airlin¬ 
ers, was planned for years, and the intelligence gathering, 
training and preparation spanned a like period. Not only was 
the planning very detailed, the coordination required during 

Continued on page 81 


FEBRUARY BOOB SOLDIER OF FORTUNE - www.safmag.com 


47 




Initial Entry 

h Tajikistan, I encountered a recently established 
Afghan bureaucracy, starting with The Embassy of 
the Islamic State of Afghanistan in Dushanbe. I 
also became acquainted with The Foreign Ministry of 
Tajikistan, as well as the Russian military attache at 
that office, who controls the permits to cross the 
Tajik/Afghan border. I determined that, while it was 
quite possible to get into Northern Afghanistan, it was 
also cumbersome, and a bit expensive. The first sur¬ 
prise was that the Tajik visa provided to me in New 
York for $380, the one that was specifically marked 
“double entry,” was not valid for exit from Tajikistan. 
After a day’s worth of discussion, I was allowed to pur¬ 
chase a “real” Tajik visa for an additional $160. 
Concurrently, I paid $40 to be placed on the list allow¬ 
ing me to cross the border, and which reserved a place 
on a government-escorted convoy for which I would 
have to pay an unspecified additional charge. 

Next, I was granted permission by the Afghan con¬ 
sulate to purchase an Afghan entry/exit visa for $200. 
This brought the permit total to $780, and I hadn’t even 
paid for my ride yet. And why, one might ask, didn’t I 


Journalist Economics 101 

For two points, how much would it cost a U.S. journalist 
to visit Afghanistan, intending to report on the struggle of the 
Northern Alliance against the Taliban? More than $4,000 
dollars? Preposterous! The air fare is much less than $2,000. 
How much more could it possibly be? 

(Fast forward a month or so to the dreaded travel voucher): 


Air fare Denver to New York City and return $277.50 

Air fare New York City to Munich and return $326.00 

Overnight Munich (outbound) $100.00 

Air fare Munich to Dushanbe and return $820.00 

Tajik visa (permission to enter and leave) $300.00 

Expediting fee for Tajik visa (Russian agency New York) 

$80.00 

Tajik customs entry fee ... sort of... $50.00 

Tajik exit visa (permission to really leave) $160.00 

Tajik press accreditation/listing for border crossing $40.00 
Afghan entry/exit visa from Dushanbe embassy $200.00 

Hotel in Dushanbe (outbound) 10 days @ $45 $450.00 


Convoy passage to Afghan border ($300 split 6 ways) 

$50.00 

Car from Border to Khoja Bahouddin ($200 split 2 ways) 


$ 100.00 

Khoja Bahouddin to “front lines” and return $100.00 

Khoja Bahouddin to border (courtesy of network) $0.00 
Van from border to Dushanbe ($300 split 2 ways) 

$150.00 

Hotel in Dushanbe (return) 3 days @ $45 $135.00 

Additional air fare Dushanbe to Munich $400,00 

Excess baggage charge Dushanbe to Munich $88.00 

Tajik customs exit fee ... sort of... $20.00 

Overnight Munich (return) $100.00 

Additional air fare Munich to New York City $200.00 

Additional air fare New York City to Denver $ 200.00 


$4,346.50 J 
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(opposite) Russian-controlled ferry cross¬ 
ing into Tajikistan northwest of Khoja 
Bahouddin. (right) B-52 raid on ridgeline 
east of Talaqon. Friendly positions never 
received any return fire, even though they 
were within easy howitzer range. The 
Taliban must have been either well-dug-in, 
or simply shell-shocked. 


simply contact the American Embassy 
to assist me through this bureaucratic 
tangle? Because, believe it or not, the 
answer is a curt “You shouldn’t be here. 
Go home.” 

Even so, as a journalist, I had it easy 
compared to some other people. The 
task of a privately funded aid worker in 
this arena is especially frustrating. It 
takes a full week, and a fair amount of 
money, to become “registered” as an 
aid group. After that, there are seem¬ 
ingly endless fees, passes, authoriza¬ 
tions, visas, priority lists, and so on. 
An objective observer would be tempt¬ 
ed to conclude that this officialdom 
wants foreign food, medicine, and 


health care workers around even less 
than it wants journalists. 

During my stay in Dushanbe, I 
learned of a U.S. aid group that had 
purchased several truckloads of food 
and medical supplies from a private 
vendor. This group had sent represen¬ 
tatives to Tajikistan because it wanted 


discount after, of course, the aid group 
had paid the return shipping to 
Dushanbe. This transaction was typical 
of a very familiar Third-World scenario, 
which involves lots of money disap¬ 
pearing into the system, without a 
shred of aid reaching the people for 
whom it was intended. 



Economics And Extortion 101 


Text & Phdtds by Karl Kirdv 



to make sure that the resources donat¬ 
ed on the other side of the planet actu¬ 
ally made it to the proper destination. 
They had, they thought, secured all 
necessary authorizations, and had paid 
to have the supply trucks taken across 
the border at the Amu Darya River by 
ferry for delivery to Khoja Bahouddin 
in Afghanistan. 

The trucks were denied permission 
to cross the border by the Russians, for 
reasons which were, at the time, 
unclear. The Tajik vendor offered to 
buy the supplies back, but at a hefty 

Author Kirov at ferry on Afghan side of 
Amu Darya, preparing to cross back into 
Tajikistan. 


foreign Exchange 

The monetary unit of Tajikistan is the 
somon , plural somoni, named for an 
ancient Tajik conqueror. The subunit of 
somoni is the diram , at 100 dirams per 
somon. There are no coins in circula¬ 
tion, diram notes being about two-thirds 
the physical size of somon notes. 
Denominations range from one to 50 
dirams, and one to 100 somoni, the 
largest bill that I observed in circulation. 
The current exchange rate is about 2.50 
somoni per U.S. dollar. Even though 
Dushanbe merchants would readily 
accept U.S. currency, it proved wise to 
deal in somoni as much as possible. 

The vendors tended to become con¬ 
fused when dealing with Americans, 
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Khoja Bahouddin vehicle park/maintenance yard. Be prepared for 
a long wait, (inset) Khoja Bahouddin rebuild , Afghan-style. Doing 
the most with what they have . As yet, no spare part shipments are 
being received. 


and frequently quoted a price 
that was numerically correct in 
somoni, but with dollar units. 

This was especially true of cab 
drivers, who would routinely 
ask for 10 dollars to cover a 10- 
somoni fare. If one stayed rea¬ 
sonably alert, and dealt with 
honest merchants, prices were 
more than reasonable. A cab 
across the city cost 10 to 15 
somoni, and lunch (A Turkish 
cheeseburger with tea, followed 
by another cheeseburger, followed by 
two scoops of incredibly thick choco¬ 
late ice cream) came to 6 somoni (actu¬ 
ally, 5 with tip). 

I changed most of my U.S. currency 
at the hotel, which worked OK until 1 
was in a particular rush early one 
morning. Stepping impatiently to the 
front desk, I dug into the recesses of my 
camo nylon billfold, and produced an 
old-issue $50 bill. After a minute or so, 
I was able to gain the attention of the 
lone Tajik desk clerk, who was making 
careful handwritten entries in a tripli¬ 
cate-carbon ledger. Coolly giving me 
her attention, she held the note up 
against the light, looking for the mag¬ 
netic strip. Finally, she shoved the bill 
back across the counter and glared at 
me. “Ne,” she stated flatly. “Really; 
Miss,” I said quickly, “it’s OK, it’s just 
an older version.” Her glare hardened, 
“Nyet!” she snarled, as if switching to 
Russian would improve my comprehen¬ 
sion. She sat down, returning her undi¬ 
vided attention to the hand-written 
ledger, and I wound up borrowing 
money for breakfast. 

And They’re Off 

Ten days, one Tajik visa, one Afghan 
Visa, anoth er Tajik visa, one Tajik press 
accreditation, one Afghan embassy 
approval, one Russian military attache 


approval, one border list, and one-sixth 
share of a government-approved con¬ 
voy van later, I departed Dushanbe for 
the Tajik-Afghan border at 1005 hours 
on a Saturday. The total distance was 
about 250 kilometers, and we traveled 
during daylight. 

I was impressed with the design 
and quality of the roads, built during 
the Soviet Republic days. For three 
hours, the line of nine vehicles negoti¬ 
ated a succession of low mountain 
ridges and valleys, until we reached 
Farqur, 50 km north of the border, 
where the convoy halted for a little 
over an hour. There the pavement 
ended. For the next three hours or so, 
the driver coaxed the dual-wheeled 
van over an increasingly unreasonable 
tangle of braided, more or less paral¬ 
lel, trails that would have been chal¬ 
lenging for most tracked vehicles. 

Recent heavy rains had further 
degraded the trafficability, and there 
were frequently several vehicles stuck 
at a time. In the rolling sections, the 
driver was able to gun the engine down¬ 
hill, splash through the bog at the bot¬ 
tom, and use the momentum to gain 
dry purchase uphill. In the flat sec¬ 
tions, though, there was no recourse 
but to pick the best trail and churn 
away, hoping that the mud wasn’t deep¬ 
er than the axle. Surprisingly, all of the 


vehicles arrived, one by one, 
at the first border checkpoint 
as the sun fell below the hill 
line. 

From there, I caught my 
first glimpse of the Amu 
Darya River (The Oxus, to 
the ancient Greeks). After 
waiting my turn, I handed 
my passport and press pass 
across a thick wooden table 
to a uniformed Tajik official, 
who inspected the docu¬ 
ments by the dim yellow light of a 
tired double-cell flashlight. He 
checked the visa stamps, made a nota¬ 
tion, and handed the documents back 
to me with a slight nod. 

The checkpoint looked like a very 
muddy truck stop, with more than 20 
heavy vehicles parked cold and unat¬ 
tended. Since most of them were point¬ 
ed toward the river, I guessed that they 
were supply trucks waiting to cross, 
although I couldn’t get a look inside 
them to see if they were loaded. A few 
hundred meters beyond the check¬ 
point, the van stopped at a gate in a 
multistrand barbed wire barricade, 
where I disembarked and carried my 
gear to the ferry, now silhouetted 
against the water in the evening gloom. 
A uniformed Russian officer collected 
all of the passports, and checked them 
against a list. Satisfied, he instructed us 
to board the ferry. 

Once the baggage was stowed, we 
were told to get back off, and to reboard 
one at a time, so that our names could 
be matched to our passports and 
checked off another list. At last, a Tajik 
soldier started a diesel tractor engine 
on the upstream side of the craft, 
engaged a cable capstan, and winched 
us across the 200 meters of water to 
Afghanistan. 

On the south bank of the river, I 
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arranged to split the $200 (U.S. curren¬ 
cy only) fare with another journalist, 
loaded my gear, and was driven off into 
the night. The 20-km ride from the 
Amu Darya to Khoja Bahouddin was a 
bit smoother that the approach from 
the Tajik side, except that the new dri¬ 
ver used the slight improvement in 
roadway to triple our previous speed. 
We two Americans rode in back, while 
the Afghan driver and shotgun (literal¬ 
ly, in this case, as the passenger carried 
an AK-74) occupied the front seats. 
Arriving well past midnight, we first 
tried to find shelter for the night in the 
ACTED and UNICEF compounds, but 


nizations and press corps were the 
main benefactors. In the shared 
ABC/CBS compound, 3-meter diameter 
satellite antennas occupied the corners 
of the compound just inside the wall, 
and 5-kw generators hummed continu¬ 
ously. Afghan work crews busily laid 
brick, mixed mortar, cut beams, and 
hauled supplies as the compound pro¬ 
gressively became a more permanent 
fixture, with individual masonry rooms 
for the network personnel. In addition 
to the construction workers, the net¬ 
works retained a number of drivers, 
security guards, and translators, each 
receiving an average of $100 cash per 


across the border, but it was expensive 
and took a day’s worth of negotiating 
with the Russians. 

Once in Khoja Bahouddin, Afghan- 
operated vehicles could be hired for 
$500, one way, to go to Feyzabad, 100 
km to the east. The previous month, it 
had cost a hefty $800 more for one per¬ 
son to go to the Panshir north of Kabul, 
about 250 km beyond Feyzabad over 
rugged terrain. With snow on Salang 
Pass and increased demand, the current 
price for the same trip was $8,000, 
which was apparently what the traffic 
would bear — literally. 

The international aid groups with 



were told that there was “no room at 
the inn.” We were eventually granted 
entry by an extremely gracious 
European correspondent, who had rent¬ 
ed a bi-level adobe guest house from 
the foreign ministry, and had an unoc¬ 
cupied room in the basement. 

Come One, Gome All 

In the mid-80s, a few U.S. journal¬ 
ists traveled to Afghanistan to observe 
first-hand the Mujahideen (Holy 
Warriors) in their struggle against a 
then-common enemy, the Soviet Union. 
Among these select few was SOF’s 
Editor/Publisher, Robert K. Brown. 
From his contact with Afghan soldiers 
of this era. Brown described a proud, 
honorable group of people who were 
not only worthy adversaries to the 
Soviets, but were also just pretty good 
folks in general. In those days, it was¬ 
n’t really much of a problem to contact 
the Muj, once you convinced them that 
you were on their side. Brown and oth¬ 
ers who spent time with the Muj relat¬ 
ed that the Afghans were reluctant, and 
mostly flatly refused, to take money 
from their American guests. 

Times Have Changed 

Business was booming in Khoja 
Bahouddin. The international aid orga- 


day, up from $50 per day a few months 
ago. Many Afghans in the area, perhaps 
understandably, had come to believe 
that foreigners, particularly Americans, 
were rich lambs to be fleeced. 

During the following days, I spoke 
with a number of people, mostly 
Europeans and Americans, who painted 
a picture of a highly localized, foreign- 
journalist-based, Afghan entrepreneur¬ 
ial economy around Khoja Bahouddin. 
The only practical overland route into 
non-Taliban Northern Afghanistan was 
the Russian-controlled ferry across the 
Amu Darya from Tajikistan, since the 
bridges south of Termez, Uzbekistan, 
crossed into Taliban-held Mazar e 
Sharif. Khoja Bahouddin, 20 km east of 
the ferry, had become a Northern 
Alliance administrative center, and the 
drop-off point for journalists. 

Foreigners entering from Tajikistan 
were offered transportation from the 
crossing site to Khoja Bahouddin for a 
non-negotiable $200 in US currency 
per vehicle (mostly Russian-made 3- 
passenger jeeps). This same trip used 
to cost what had seemed like an exorbi¬ 
tant $100. Fares had doubled in the 
past month, as the influx of network 
media personnel increased both the 
demand for transport and the supply of 
money. It was possible to get a vehicle 


Afghan troop formation west of Khoja 
Bahouddin three days before the victorious 
push to Mazar-e-sharif. 


permanent compounds in Khoja 
Bahouddin, UNICEF, ACTED, and the 
like, maintained their own fleets of 
vehicles. Fuel and other supplies all 
had to be shipped from Tajikistan, and 
were expensive. These groups had 
found that the cost of rendering aid was 
ratcheting steadily upward. 

The common currency was the U.S. 
dollar, recent-issue only. Local currency 
(the traditional monetary unit is 
“Afghans”) was available and had 
value, but was impractical for most 
transactions. I exchanged 150 U.S. dol¬ 
lars at the bazaar for an equivalent 17 
million Afghans, which came in 17 bun¬ 
dles of 100 10,000-Afghan notes each, 
handed to me in a plastic grocery sack 
and weighing about five pounds. This 
made each 10,000-Afghan note worth 
about 9 cents, and a 2-inch thick bun¬ 
dle of them roughly equivalent to a $10 
bill. I found this currency to be useful 
for buying staple food items (bread, 
rice, and tea), but at prices equivalent 
to those in southern Tajikistan. I sus- 

Continued on page 82 
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Stereophonic Blasting, 
Tunnel Rats, and the 
Snviet-Afghan War 

by Lester W. Grau and 
Ali Ahmad Jalali 


T he U.S. Army fought subterranean 
battles in the tunnels of Vietnam. 
Following a few tear-gas grenades or 
a charge of C4 plastic explosive, “tun¬ 
nel rats” would go underground to find 
Viet Cong or North Vietnamese com¬ 
batants or materiel. Small, slender sol¬ 
diers armed with flashlights and .45- 
caliber pistols would crawl into the 
Vietnamese tunnels for reconnaissance 
and possible close combat. Almost all 
of the Vietnam-era tunnel rats have left 
active duty now, but the need to train 
for this type of underground combat 
remains. The U.S. Army’s experience 
with tunnels was not unique. From 
1979 to 1989, the Soviet 40th Army 
waged war against the mujahideen in 
Afghanistan. Part of this war was 
fought in the tunnels of Afghanistan, 
which were larger and far more exten¬ 
sive than those in South Vietnam. 

Welcome to the Underground 

In the Middle East, water is life 
itself. Over the centuries, the inhabi¬ 
tants of Iran, Afghanistan, and Western 
Pakistan have taken some extraordinary 
measures to preserve and conserve this 
precious resource. Since many of the 
rivers are seasonal, rural inhabitants 
have found ways to prolong their agri¬ 
cultural water supply during the dry 
months. Open-ditch irrigation is used in 
the northern part of Afghanistan, where 
the water table is relatively shallow, but 
in eastern, southern, and southwestern 
parts of the country the extensive 
underground karez system (a man-made 
water system) is necessary. When flying 
over these regions, the neat lines of 
mounds that lead from the foothills 
across the desert to the “green zones” of 
vegetation surrounding towns and vil¬ 
lages are a common sight. The mounds 
are entrances to shafts that intersect the 
water table and that are connected to 
each other by tunnels. The deepest shaft 
highest on a hillside intersects the water 
table. Water moves through the tunnels 
and into irrigation ditches and fields 
near the towns and villages. Some of the 
karez tunnels stretch for several kilome¬ 


ters underground. Some historians 
claim that the karez system was already 
working when Alexander the Great 
went through Afghanistan in 328 B.C. 

The karez tunnels are dug by farm¬ 
ers. Occasionally they use large ceram¬ 
ic tile drainpipes to shore up weak sec¬ 
tions of the strata. Digging the tunnels 
is dangerous work because the shafts 
usually range from 9 to 15 meters deep, 
with some more than 30 meters deep. 
The tunnels are labor- and mainte¬ 
nance-intensive. Silt that collects in 
them must be cleaned out annually and 
hauled to the surface by a windlass 
equipped with goatskin bags. 

The karez tunnels also have another 
use. Since ancient times, villagers have 
used these underground waterways for 
shelter against invading armies. 
Chroniclers of Afghan history in 
medieval times refer to the use of the 
karez by civilians and combatants dur¬ 
ing the invasion of Genghis Khan’s 
Mongol armies in 1221 A.D. The 
Mongols set out to destroy all major 
cities in Afghanistan and neighboring 
areas and made every effort to massacre 
the inhabitants to the last man. The 
Mongols did not go into tunnels after the 
refugees. Rather, a day or two after 
destroying a town, the Mongols sent a 
small detachment back to the area to cut 
down any resurfaced survivors. They 


did this to ensure that no potential resis¬ 
tance against Mongol rule remained. 
The Mongols had learned during earlier 
campaigns that the official surrender of 
a city did not guarantee permanent sub¬ 
mission of the area, because the inhabi¬ 
tants often rose against the invader after 
his main force had moved on. 

During the Soviet occupation, both 
villagers and local mujahideen guerril¬ 
las used the karez system as a hiding 
place. Since the towns and villages are 
close to the karez, they provide ready¬ 
made shelters from bombing and 
artillery attacks. Guerrillas dug caves in 
die sides of the shafts, where they hid 
weapons and themselves, and used the 
karez tunnel network to move undetect¬ 
ed to and from ambush sites and attack 
posi tions. According to mujahideen eye¬ 
witness accounts, Soviet forces passing 
through an area usually did not try to 
flush out the refugees and guerrillas 
hiding in tunnels. However, in major 
cordon-and-search actions, the Soviets 
and Afghan communist forces made 
special attempts to destroy the under¬ 
ground mujahideen. 

Underground Warfare 101 

In the mid-1980s, the Soviets con¬ 
ducted a tunnel-neutralization course 
in Paghman Province, about 14 kilome¬ 
ters northwest of the capital city of 
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Kabul. The course was designed for 
Afghan special forces soldiers and was 
similar to courses provided for Soviet 
sappers in Afghanistan. The training 
was necessary because men do not 
readily go underground to fight. 
Tunnels are ideal locations for booby 
traps, knives thrust from a side tunnel, 
and cave-ins. Additionally, tunnels 
teem with snakes, scorpions, and other 
creatures. After a short course in theo¬ 
ry, participants in the tunnel-neutral¬ 
ization course moved to the field for 
practical applications. 

The soldiers conducted a reconnais¬ 
sance to find shaft entries, which usually 
were marked by mounds. The Soviets 
taught the soldiers to form into two cov¬ 
ering groups and hold two adjacent shafts 
simultaneously. Since civilians often hid 
in the karez, the first step was to yell into 
the shaft and demand that anyone shel¬ 
tering inside come out. The soldiers were 
taught to yell without exposing them¬ 
selves to answering gunshots from inside 


the karez. If no one answered or came 
out, the next step was to throw two 
RGD-5 concussion grenades in the 
karez. After the grenades exploded, it 
was customary to again demand that the 
occupants surrender because the karez 
was about to be blown up. 

The depth of a shaft was determined 
from the sound of a falling rock tossed 
inside. After determining the depth, 
soldiers used a mirror to reflect sun¬ 
light down into the shaft and examine 
it. If there were areas they could not 
examine, the soldier tied a cord to a 
grenade, lowered the grenade to the 
suspect area, and detonated it. Only 
then would soldiers lower a blasting 
charge on detonating cord. They usual¬ 
ly used captured TC-2.5 or TC-6.1 
Italian antitank mines because many of 
them were available. The soldiers then 
lowered the first charge to the bottom 
of the shaft. Next they prepared a sec¬ 
ond charge using three or four meters 
of detonating cord and 80 grams ( 2 3/4 


pounds) of high explosive. Then they 
tied or taped the detonation cord to a 
standard hand-grenade fuze. They 
would weight the firing assembly with 
a rock or wedge it near the mouth of the 
shaft. Two trained soldiers could pre¬ 
pare a 20-meter shaft for detonation in 
about three minutes. All that remained 
was to pull the ring on the firing assem¬ 
bly. After four seconds, the charges 
would explode. During the explosion, 
it was necessary to stand at least five or 
six meters from the mouth of the shaft, 
because the explosion caused rocks to 
fly from the shaft like a volcano. 

The Soviets’ placement of the charges 
was particularly effective because the 
top charge exploded a fraction of a sec¬ 
ond earlier than the bottom charge. The 
top explosion tightly plugged the shaft 
with gases. When the bottom charge 
exploded, shock waves from it would 
rebound off the higher gas mass and 
rush back down and against the sides of 
the shaft and tunnels. The movement 



Anti-tunnel tactics 

■ Soviet forces used devastating 
"Stereophonic blasting” against 
Afghans hiding in tunnels 

• Anti-tank mine exploded hallway 
down tunnel 

• Second, lower mine explodes 
an instant later 

• Deadly sh«& wave .(weed 
dQwrMardand through tunnel network 

■ U.S. “bunker buster” bombs 

used in air attack on Taliban and 
al-Qaida forces 

fl U.S. fired cruise missiles against 
tunnels in 1998, failed to destroy 
terrorist hideouts there 


Tunnels typically 
HLn 3 ft. (1 m) high 

7 k. — 


Some tunnels large 
enough for trucks, tanks 


Karez irrigation tunnels 

Have been used for centuries to 
carry groundwater downhill from 
“mother wells” to lowland farms 

Many have run dry and are now 
being used by Afghan guerrillas 


Guerrilla 

For 800 years, Afghans 

have fought invaders using karez 

tunnels for shelters, infiltration routes 


Vertical 

shaft 


Hideout 

room 


Osama bin Laden, a civil engineer, 
designed and paid for enlargement 
of tunnels during 1980s war 


As mitbh as 100 ft* 
{30 m) deep, 

30 mi. (50 km) long 


Enlarged 

tunnel 


Afghanistan’s deadly tunnels 


U.S. and allied soldiers trying to find Osama bin Laden will confront the maze of old irrigation 
tunnels that helped Afghan guerrillas fight the Soviet occupation in the 1980s. 
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created a deadly overpressure between 
the two charges. The Soviets called this 
the “stereophonic effect.” 

The stereophonic effect can be mul¬ 
tiplied by preparing two adjoining 
shafts for simultaneous detonation. 
The Soviets prepared each site as 
described above. Then they joined the 
detonation cord at the midpoint 
between the two shafts and taped the 
detonation cord to a standard hand- 
grenade fuze. When the charges were 
set off, a wider area of overpressure and 
destruction occurred. The Soviets 
called this the “quadraphonic effect.” 

A Fistful of Roman Candles 

After the dust settled, the Soviets 
tossed a smoke pot down each shaft. The 
smoke is nontoxic and ventilation in a 
karez system is excellent. If the smoke 
disappeared, it meant that some tunnels 
were intact and that the search team 
could go in without wearing respirators. 
Search teams consisted of three or four 
men. Two of them would search to the 
front while the rest guarded their backs 
from a sneak attack from the rear. The 
lead man had a line tied to his leg. If the 
lead man found enemy materiel, he tied 
the line to it and rejoined the team so 
they could all drag it out. If the lead man 
was killed or wounded, his team mem¬ 
bers used the line to drag him back. 

The search group was armed with 
knives, entrenching tools, hand 
grenades, pistols, and assault rifles. A 
flashlight was taped to the forestock of 
the automatic rifles. The magazines of 
the assault rifles were loaded with trac¬ 
er ammunition. 

The Soviets developed a psychologi¬ 


cal weapon for underground combat 
using their SM signal mines. The SM is 
basically a Roman candle that shoots a 
series of red, green or white signal stars 
from five to 20 meters. The signal mine 
simultaneously emits a siren-like 
sound. Although designed for trip-wire 
release by an unwary enemy, the SM 
can be safely ignited while holding it in 
one’s hand. The Soviets taped from 
three to six signal mines together and, 
holding them in one hand, they ignited 
and fired them into a tunnel. A brilliant 
shaft of light, screams of sirens, and a 
fountain of signal stars filled the tunnel 
for nine seconds. The signal stars rico¬ 
cheted off the tunnel walls like tracers. 
When the mines stopped, the Soviets 
found the unsuspecting foe covering 
his head with his arms, even though 
there was no real danger unless a signal 
star hit someone in the eye. 

Flame- Fuel-Air Explosives, and Fuel 

Flamethrowers were also used 
against those hiding in the karez. The 
Soviets had replaced their short-range 
PLPO-50 backpack flamethrowers with 
the RPO-A flamethrower. The RPO-A is a 
disposable system with a maximum 
range of 1,000 meters, a maximum effec¬ 
tive range of 600 meters and a minimum 
range of 20 meters. The round is 93mm 
in diameter. It has three types of projec¬ 
tile: thermobaric (fuel-air), incendiary, 
and smoke. The fuel-air round was most 
effective against the karez. The problem 
was that flamethrower gunners drew 
more enemy small-arms fire than 
radiomen. An incendiary round from an 
RPO-A could clear out any opposition on 
the surface around a shaft entrance, but 


no flamethrower gunner wanted to lean 
over the mouth of a karez to fire down 
the shaft — the gunner might be shot 
before he could fire a round. The Soviets 
developed the following method for 
these tunnels: Soldiers first secured the 
shaft entrance and then locked and 
cocked an RPO-A flamethrower with a 
thermobaric round. After tying two low¬ 
ering lines on the RPO-A and a string on 
the trigger, they slowly lowered the 
RPO-A down the shaft until it faced a 
tunnel. Then they pulled the trigger 
string to fire the thermobaric round 
down the tunnel. The resulting over¬ 
pressure of the fuel-air round was devas¬ 
tating for anyone in the vicinity, 

Tunnel Rats and Future Conflicts 

Digging the enemy out of tunnels 
appears to be a constant factor in guer¬ 
rilla warfare, and the combat engineer 
always seems to be the first soldier 
called for the task. Differentiating inno¬ 
cent civilians from combatants under¬ 
ground will prove to be a challenge for 
combat engineers. Since underground 
combat will not disappear from the 
future battlefield, we must prepare for 
the task. In the quest for high-technolo¬ 
gy answers to the complex problems of 
tomorrow’s battlefields, there are few 
high-technology solutions for under¬ 
ground combat. After all the charges 
are blown, determined soldiers still 
must go underground to meet equally 
determined opponents. Specially 
trained soldiers will be better prepared 
to cope with future subterranean com¬ 
bat, which will remain the realm of raw 
courage, cunning and nerve. 

Lester Grau is a military analyst at 
the Foreign Military Studies Office at 
Fort Leavenworth , Kansas. He is a 
Vietnam combat veteran, retired infantry 
lieutenant colonel , and Soviet Foreign 
Area Officer. Mr. Grau holds a master’s 
degree from Kent State University. 

Mr. Atijalali, a journalist, has covered 
Afghanistan and Central Asia for the 
past 15 years. He served as a colonel in 
the Afghan army and was a member of 
the Afghan resistance during the Soviet - 
Afghan War. Mr.Jalali has completed the 
Infantry Officer’s Advanced Course at 
Fort Benning , Georgia; the British Army 
Staff College at Camberley; the Soviet 
Frunze Academy in Moscow; and the 
Naval Post-Graduate School in Mon¬ 
terey, California. 

Reprinted with permission from 
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Attacking Afghan bunkers 

U.S. bombers are using deep-penetrating bombs to attack the al-Qaida 
network and Taliban taking shelter in underground bunkers 

1 


Soldiers on 
ground shine 
laser on target 



l Bomber releases bomb; B-1 

, and B-2 Stealth bombers used 
to bomb Afghan targets 

Sensor sees laser light 

reflected from target; computer 
steers missile toward target 


Missile penetrates ground; 

1 up to 20 ft. (6 m) of rock or 
100 ft. (30 m) of earth 

Time-delay fuse detonates 
warhead several seconds later 




GBU-28 ‘Bunker buster’ bomb Movab(e fjns 

Length; Almost ^ 630 lb. (285 kg) of explosive steer to target 

19 ft. (5.8 m) 1 L 

Weight: 4.400 lb. ——- 

(2,000 kg) 

Casing made from surplus 
8-in. (200-mm) cannon barrels 




Source: Federation of American Scientists, The Guardian Graphic: Julia Scheibe, Morten Lyhne 
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An Instrument Of National Policy: Algeria 
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By Dr. Martin Brass 


French General Aussarcsses’ book Services Speciaux 
Algerie 1955-57, published in May 2001, which detailed the 
use of torture and summary executions by the French mili¬ 
tary in the Algerian conflict, created an outrage in the 
French public and press. Although the use of torture was 
highly publicized during the conflict, the gruesome facts had 
not been so graphically detailed, nor had any answers been 
given to the disappearances or “suicides ” of the chiefs of the 
FLN terrorist group. SOF conducted a lengthy interview 
with General Aussaresses in Paris, at which time he pre¬ 
sented SOF with a copy of his book, reviewed many of the 
incidents, and expanded on his written work. 

French General Paul Aussaresses. then captain, had 
been sent to Algeria in 1955 to liquidate the FLN, the 
Algerian liberation movement that had terrorized the 
French colonists (Pied Noir) and their sympathizers. Part 
one of this article presented his successful efforts in 
Phillipeville. Part two dealt with the much more complex 
operation in the city of Agiers, where the Pied Noir were 
concentrated. Although Aussaresses and his paratroopers 
had been successful in averting a devastating strike and 
|k|Capturing many of the FLN members, the two major 
(chiefs, Ben M’Hidi and Boumendjel remained at large. 
Unless they were liquidated, Aussaresses mission would 
I be considered a failure. 

[! 

In demanding that the military “reestablish order in 
Algiers” Aussaresses wrote, the civil authorities had 
implicitly authorized summary executions. As he was 
fully aware of the questionable nature of the techniques of 
torture and summary executions that were utilized to 
force information from a suspect and the outrage that 
those means had elicited in French public opinion, 
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Aussaresses was careful to cover himself. Each time he 
sought reaffirmation from the French government, he was 
given the “green light”. 

At the end of January 1957, the paratroopers captured 
12 members of the paramilitary group, Notre Dame 
d’Afrique, who had been involved in multiple terrorist 
attacks. 

Marcel Bigeard, commander of the third regiment and 
in whose jurisdiction the revolutionaries had operated, 
unsure of how he was to proceed, informed Aussaresses 
that he had no guidance regarding the disposition of the 
prisoners. Aussaresses spoke to Roger Trinquier, the 
French chief of intelligence in Algiers, who in turn orga¬ 
nized a meeting of the officers of the 3rd RPC. 

Bigeard, extremely agitated, interrupted the session. 

“So what am I supposed to do with these characters?” 

“You must dispose of them,” Trinquier said. “But not 
yet.” Everyone understood. 

General Jacques Massu, Aussaresses and Bigeard, want¬ 
ing further confirmation from the highest government offi¬ 
cials, requested that Massu pay a visit to Max Lejeune, the 
Secretary of State in the war office of the French govern¬ 
ment of President Guy Mollet. Massu informed Lejeune 
that he had apprehended a group of confirmed terrorists 
and asked whether he should send them to Justice or liq¬ 
uidate them. 

You remember the DC3 Air Atlas plane that transport¬ 
ed Ben Bella, the chief of the FLN and his four companions 
on 22 October?” Lejeune asked. 

Massu, who had been involved in the operation by 
order of the Mollet government, was quite familiar with 
the incident. The government, having been informed that 
Ben Bella and his accomplices were going to Morocco or 
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-Tunisia, ordered a French fighter to shoot down the 
plane. The operation was canceled at the last 
moment only because the government learned that 
the flight crew was French. The government regret¬ 
ted the fact that Ben Bella, although under house 
arrest, was still alive. 

Massu, hearing the message loud and clear, 
called for Aussauresses and Trinquier. “After being 
told the anecdote of Ben Bella,” Aussaresses said, “I 
knew that I had 12 more men to execute the fol¬ 
lowing night. I had no doubt that I was following 
the direct orders of Max Lejeune, the government of 
Guy Mollet, and the French republic.” 

The French decision makers decided it was 


with whom he was acquainted. “I need your help with a pris¬ 
oner who has TB. Can you treat him? We were interrogating 
him and he appeared to faint.” Aussaresses said. 

“What do you mean you were interrogating him? He is 
dead. You are making a fool out of me.” The doctor was out¬ 
raged. 

“Maybe.” Aussaresses was unemotional. “But when I sent 
for you he was still alive.” Aussaresses exploded when the 
doctor would not let up. “You want me to say that I killed 
him? You believe that this gives me pleasure?” 

“No, but why did you come for me if he was already 
dead?” 

Aussaresses’ silence made it clear to the doctor realized he 
had been called simply because Aussaresses wanted to take 



impractical to process the FLN prisoners through the man to the hospital to get rid of the body, 
the judicial system as it would take too long or they 
might escape with the help of other FLN members. 

For example, one FLN operative arrested by the 
police and charged with several assassinations was 
incarcerated in the prison in Algiers. When pre¬ 
sented to the judge, he told an incredible pile of 
lies. As the evidence was insufficient, he was 
released. Like others who had deceived the judicial 
system, he subsequently committed additional 
attacks. Few were convicted. 

“No one ever demanded openly that I execute 
any one. That went without saying. As for torture, 
it was tolerated if not recommended,” Aussaresses 
said. “Francois Mitterand had an emissary in 
Massu’s office, Judge Jean Bigeard, who would cover 
up for us and who knew exactly what went on dur¬ 
ing the night. I always had excellent relations with 
him and never concealed anything. 

It was rare that the prisoners succumbed during 
one interrogation but it did happen. One ordinary¬ 
looking, thin, middle aged Muslim was arrested 
after sufficient evidence was gathered to prove 
his culpability. He said he had TB, was on a 
medical disability pension and was incapable ol 
I manufacturing bombs despite documents pro* 
duced that confirmed his status as an explo- 

* sives technician during his military service. 

Aussaresses interrogated him in 
a small, deserted hangar. 

Aussaresses sat in a chair a few 
inches from the culprit, demand¬ 
ing that he cooperate. The prison¬ 
er admitted to fabricating bombs 
after he was shown the evidence 
|| found at his home, but said that 
m * he was simply a technician, not 
involved in politics, and had nothing 
to do with carrying out the bombings. 

When Aussaresses demanded the 

* names of his accomplices, he merely 
I smiled in defiance. Aussaresses 
I signaled his men to tie his hands 
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Contre la torture 
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ones to blame.” 

The attacks reinforced Aussaresses and Trinquier’s deter¬ 
mination and within a week at midnight 15 February Ben 
M’Hidi, head of the FLN in the Battle of Algiers was arrested 
in the area of operation of Bigeard’s regiment. Bigeard greet¬ 
ed his prisoner as if he were an old friend. The two chatted 
all night like old comrades, downing pots of coffee. Bigeard 
strategy was to exploit the rivalry between Ben Bella, the for¬ 
mer Chief of the FLN who was in prison and Ben M’Hidi. He 
taunted M’Hidi, treating him as if he were merely the provi- 


Massu was annoyed. Bigeard was the one 
who kept Francois Mitterand informed 
and who acted as the justice department in 
Algiers, allowing the Paratroopers to act 
without having to pass through the public 
prosecutor’s office. Bigeard had lost his profes¬ 
sionalism, Aussaresses believed, because he had 
been thrown off guard by the arrest of the Chief. 

“So what can we do about Ben M’Hidi?” he 




FLN. His disclosures, which lett no doubt that he was the 
current chief of the FLN, gave the Paratroopers the break¬ 
through they had been looking for. 

Bigeard sought to continue to exploit the sit¬ 
uation in the hopes that he would catch 
M’Hidi off guard and he would 
divulge even more 
information. 


ness. 

Bigeard wanted to prove to Aussaresses that he had 
the confidence of his prisoner and that M’Hidi was 
ready to collaborate. The orders, however, were to liq¬ 
uidate the chiefs of the FLN. Bigeard, Aussauresses 
wrote, had lost his marbles. 

“And your arrest, what do you think of it?” M’Hidi 
had no response. Frustrated, Bigeard grabbed at 
straws. “You do not feel you have been betrayed?” 

“By whom?” 

“By your comrades of the CCE. They are 
Kabyles, you are an Arab.” Ben M’Hidi 
understood that Bigeard wanted to save 
^ his life. M’ Hidi responded with a sad 

smile. “I was not betrayed, my colonel.” 
Bigeard lost his nerve. “We had arrested 
^ the millionaire BenTchicou who had a large 
k tobacco company in Algiers and served as a 

v conduit for the FLN funds. When he had been 
arrested, he gave your address.” Bigeard did 
not give up. “Why don’t you work for us — if 
you work for France don’t you believe it would be 
better for your country.” 

“No, I don’t believe so.” 

“Believe what you want, but I believe in a greater 
France.” Bigeard said, beginning to realize that he 
would not be able to save M’Hidi’s life. Yet he refused 
to hand him over to the police, knowing that he would 
be tortured. The Paratroopers were convinced that 


sional replacement of Ben Balia, the mastermind behind the 
FLN. The ploy worked. Ben M’Hidi’s bruised ego prompted 
him to discuss details that he thought were insignificant, 
including the sources of supply and the organization of the 
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asked after Bigeard had played his game for sever¬ 
al days. 

“It doesn’t matter to me,” Bigeard responded^ “I 
wasn’t the one who arrested him. Its none of my busi¬ 
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deserved to “die tenfold”. 

March 3, Massu, Trinquier, and Aussauresses con¬ 
cluded that sending Ben M’Hidi to trial would have 
devastating international repercussions. There was 
not enough evidence to convict M’Hidi for the bomb¬ 
ing. Although Ben M’Hidi had refused to betray his 
comrades, the Paratroopers found important infor- 


The French decision makers decided it was impractical 
to process the FLN prisoners through the judicial 
system as it would take too long or they might 
escape with the help of other FLN members. 
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mation in the papers discovered at his 
home. They needed time. 

Massu asked Aussauresses his assess- 


acknowledgement of a demagogue, unsettled Aussaresses, 
making his task much more difficult. M’Hidi, knowing what 
awaited him, became extremely agitated. 

Aussaresses was concerned the FLN would attempt to res- 



may be acquitted and all of the FLN with him. 
Let me take care of it before he somehow man¬ 
ages to escape.” 

“OK. Take care of it. Ill cover for you.” 
Aussaresses knew then that he had the “green 
light” from the government. Aussaresses took over 
custody of Ben M’Hidi the following night. 
Bigeard, expecting that Aussaresses would take 
charge of his prisoner, was absent. Aussaresses and 
12 of his men, “armed to the teeth” arrived in the 
two jeeps and the Dodge. 

“Present arms!” The team presented arms at the 
command of the captain as M’Hidi exited the building, 
rending their last honors in homage to Bigeard and his 
new friend. The spectacular gesture, made in 


In a recent Paris interview, R. K. Brown discusses the tactical use of torture 
with retired four-star French General Paul Aussaresses. His tell-all book 
became a best seller ; as it rattled French society to its foundations. 


Bigeard, first to read the report, was impressed with the 
details. “Very good. Smooth.” 

“Smooth” did not last very long. 

A few days later, Massu called Aussaresses to his office. 
“I’m in deep shit” I must present myself before the chief pros¬ 
ecutor. 

"He dared call you?” 

"Yes, for the suicide of Ben M’Hidi.” 

“That’s extremely rude. In your position you should not 
defer to such summons. I will go and represent you.” 
Aussaresses went to face the magistrate. “I represent General 
Massu. I am familiar with the circumstances of Ben M’Hidi’s 
death. The questioning should be directed at me.” 

The magistrate was in a rage. “Tell me your report.” 
“There are allegations only. What proof do you have? 

“Our good faith, that of the military.” 

-- . Aussaresses saluted, snapped his heels and 

| left. Nothing more was heard from the pros- 
|i ecutor. 

§ The death of Ben M’Hidi dealt a fatal 
« C| blow to the FLN. The attacks diminished 
and most of the rebels faded away. 

y Master Boumendjel 

A young French couple and their baby 
were slaughtered south of Algiers. Before 
the murderers were executed, they con¬ 
fessed that the assassinations were orches¬ 
trated and financed by a brilliant Algerian 
lawyer, Ali Boumendjel. He, like other lead¬ 
ers of the FLN was exasperated by the pop¬ 
ularity of the gangster Ali la Point who was 
branded Robin Hood of Algeria and con¬ 
stantly managed to evade the French patrol 
by dressing like a woman. Boumendjel 
launched such a spectacular action in the 
! U f e n ° r t Hh Ure u hopes of becoming a legend, and to change 
fatton* °° the f ace °f the terrorist into ^at of a worldly, 




ment of the situation. “I don’t understand 
why he was treated better than the others. 
When it comes to terrorism, I do not care 
whether it is the chief or the private. We have 
executed plenty of poor devils that obeyed the 
orders of this type and we have delayed three 
weeks just to decide what to do.” 

Massu agreed “But M’Hidi is being watched. 
We cannot make him disappear just like that.” 

“He is not going to talk,” Aussaresses said. 
“If there is a trial and he does not confess, he 


cue M’Hidi. 

“If we are attacked, kill him immediately, Aussaresses 
instructed his men. 

They stopped at an isolated farm occupied by the com¬ 
mander of his regiment, some 20 kilometers south of Algiers, 
which had been provided to them by a Pied Noir. The Paras 
hung M’Hidi in a manner that looked like suicide. An ambu¬ 
lance was called. It was 2400 hours. 

Aussaresses called Massu. “My general, Ben M’Hidi has 
committed suicide, His body is in the hospital. I will give you 
the report in the morning. 


The Paras hung M’Hidi in a manner that looked like 
suicide. An ambulance was called. Aussaresses called 
Massu. “My general, Ben M’Hidi has committed suicide, 
I will give you the report in the morning. 









intellectual image. 

Although Boumendjel was known to be a sympathizer of 
the FLN, he had been untouchable as he was a government 
official. His arrest, made several days before that of Ben 
M’Hidi, created a large uproar. Mr. Boumendjel’s brother, also 
a lawyer, alerted the French public. After one suicide attempt 
that landed him in the hospital, Boumendjel cooperated. He 
admitted to having furnished his personal pistol for the 
attack on the French couple. He described the role he played 
in the organizing the FLN of Algiers, and his position as min¬ 
ister of foreign affairs between the FLN and the countries 
that supported them. 

It took a week to come up with a plan to deal with such a 
high profile prisoner. Obviously, because of his notoriety, the 
least risky solution was to transfer him to Justice. But the 


Trinquier shared his point of view. Autopsies 
showed that he had died from being crushed and that 
his body showed no trace of violence. 

In spring Le Monde ran a story titled u The Battle of 
Algier, a Battle Won.” "Yes, the FLN were defeated in 
Algiers. That we knew, simply because their attacks 
had ceased and arrests were rare.” Aussaresses said. 
“But the war was not over. The arms dealers, money 
suppliers and the Algerian Communist party posed 
further threats.” 

Aussaresses had intercepted a letter written in 
French by a fellaghas chief: “My dear brother, I am 
obliged to quit the Casbah because for the moment, 
Massu has won.” 



Aussaresses told Massu, “my General, you told me 
that Master Boumendjel could not escape. He cannot 
now since he committed suicide.” Massu grunted his 
characteristic nervous grunt and left. 


only evidence that they had was that he had provided his per¬ 
sonal gun. He had confessed to complicity in the assassina¬ 
tion, but there was no doubt that in front of a judge he would 
retract his statement and be free after his brother made a few 
phone calls. 

A decision had to be made. Aussaresses, Trinquier and 
Massu met. “In my eyes, in spite of his impressive position, 
the lawyer was nothing but revolting assassin like the rest 
that had passed through the executioner’s hands.” 
Aussaresses said. Loosing patience, he got up from his meet¬ 
ing with Massu. 

“ Understand, I will not allow him to escape.” Massu told 
Aussaresses. Aussaresses went to the building where 
Boumendjel was detained in a cell was on the first floor. 

“Massu would be furious if Boumendjel escaped,” 
Aussaresses told his men. “We can not let him leave here 
alive. The best plan is to escort him to the next building, by 
but not through the first floor. That is too obvious. You 
search your prisoner and transfer him to the next building by 
way of the pedestrian bridge that joins the two buildings. I 
will wait here until you finish. 

In a few minutes, Aussaresses’ lieutenant returned, out of 
breath, to announce that Boumendjel had fallen. Before 
reaching the bridge, he had been whacked in the back of the 
head by an axe handle. 

Aussaresses told Massu, “my General, you told me that 
Master Boumendjel could not escape. He cannot now since 
he committed suicide,” Ausssaresses said. 

Massu grunted his characteristic nervous grunt and left. 

The death of Boumendjel received incredible publicity, 
including loudly pronounced inquests and debates in the 
Assembly. The “suicide” deceived no one, and was used as 
propaganda for the FLN and their sympathizers. The autop¬ 
sies revealed that Boumendgel was crushed in his fall and 
that his body showed no trace of violence. Aussaresses 
knew that the press campaign by the intelligentsia was 
directed against the military, but “I saw no other alternative 
in crushing the FLN.” 


The Algerian Communist Party 

A plan was devised to liquidate Ben Bella and his 
comrades, who although in prison, were sure to play 
a decisive role if the FLN regained strength. After 
their arrest, Ben Bella and his companions had been 
sent to France for reasons of security. Aussaresses 
requested that he and his men guard the grounds 
where Ben Bella and his comrades were being held. 
Permission was given, although reluctantly. A “gas 
accident” blew up the buildings that had served as a 
provisional prison. 

Next the financiers and money handlers needed 
to be dealt with. “Money,” Aussaresses wrote, “is 
the nerve of war, as it provides for the flow of 
arms.” Most of the financing originated in 
France, where the FLN intimidated Algerian 
workers and merchants. Those that refused to 
pay had their throat cuts or were shot with the 
benediction of French FLN sympathizers. 
Money-filled suitcases passed though the ticket 
handlers, then the suitcases disappeared in 
passage. No one in Paris paid attention except 
one special force composed of Algerian police 
charged to act with brutality against the FLN. 

The money was used to purchase arms in 
Belgium, Switzerland or Czechoslovakia 

The operation against the suitcase handlers 
went smoothly. Intelligence efforts identified a 
dozen racketeers. He gave the information to 
Trinquier and they were located and shot. 

The French effort was set back with a series of 
FLN attacks Monday 3 June 1957, against three 
trolleybus stations, which retarded the accom¬ 
plishment of the projects. Eight dead, including 

Continued on page 79 
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SOLDIER OF FORTUNE CLASSIFIEDS GET RESULTS! Start getting your results at only $3 per word 
per insertion, $60 minimum. Prepay two months for 10% discount; six months for 20% discount; or 12 
months for 30% off. Repeat your same ad in another section for half price. “Dingbats” (✓,#,■ ), bold 
words (other than first 3-4): $5.00/each extra. Computer word count of grammatically correct copy. EXAM¬ 
PLE: PO Box 693 = 3 words; 80306 and 303-449-3750, etc. each = 1 word; abbreviations such as Dl, SGT, 
20mm = 1 word. No ads accepted by telephone. Ad copy must be typed. Include authorizing signature, mail¬ 
ing address, telephone or fax number (for our files). Mail classified ads with payment (check, wire transfer, 
money order or Visa/MC) to SOF, Attn: Classified Dept., 5735 Arapahoe Ave., Suite A-5, Boulder, CO 80303. 
Phone: 303-449-3750 ext. 300; fax: 303-444-5617; e-mail: tchambers19@home.com. 

NOTICE TO ADVERTISERS: We reserve the right to refuse any ad for any reason and to delete or 
change any copy that we consider objectionable, false or in poor taste. It is our policy not to accept adver¬ 
tisements for personal services, including ‘will do anything’ or ‘go anywhere’ type ads. Advertisers offering 
information packets for a fee must send sample (non-returnable). 


DEFEND YOURSELF!!! 


-with- 

One Method of Self Defense that 
Could Save Your Life!!! 

“Simple and Effective No-Nonsense 
Hand-to-Hand Self Defense!” 


jOrder Video Today: $29.95 w/ Free S/H in U.S. 
((Kentucky Residents Add %6.00 Sales Tax) 

|Name:_ 

j Address:_ 

| City:_State:_Zip:_ 

IPhone:_E-mail_ 

ISend Check or Money Order To: 
iS.D.S., P.O. Box 126, Flemingsburg, KY 41041 
lAllow 4-6 Weeks for Delivery. Personal Checks 
I May Require an Additional 2 Weeks. 
Iwww.sdsdefense.com 
I e-mail: questions @ sdsdefense.com 



BUSHPILOT WINGS 


BADGE QUALITY - CORROSION FREE RHODIUM 
Send $9.95 to: BUSHPILOT 

P.O. Box 211296 
Bedford, TX 76095-8296 
Catalog with purchase — Allow 4-6 weeks 
http://www.bushwings.com 


BOOKS R PUBUCATIOflS 


S.O.P.’s Survival Operating Procedures 
Handbook. Be prepared. Plan your survival. 93 
pages. Send $12 check or M.O. to: G.I. 
Enterprises, PO Box 892, Cadillac, Ml 49601 

HOW TO CHANGE YOUR IDENTITY & 

ERASE BAD CREDIT. Call James Doolin 1- 
800-886-2653. juliandoolin@hotmail.com. 
Available at spy stores nationwide. 

FREEDOM THROUGH PREPAREDNESS^ 

Quarterly survival newsletter, life membership 
and more. First issue free. One year $10.00. 
LFI, Box 375, Dolton, IL 60419-9998. 


Special Forces Divers 



Tel. (805) 
569-2143 


buy it @ 
www.hammerheadpress.com 


Posters 

$14.95+ S&H 
CA residents 
add 7.5% tax 


HOCK HOCHHEIM’S HAND, STICK, KNIFE, 

Gun Combat Training and CLOSE QUARTER 
COMBAT MAGAZINE. Also Seminars; Videos; 
Books; Manuals. Equipment. 706-866-2656. 
WWW.HocksCQC. com 

CORRESPONDENCE COURSES AND MIL1- 
TARY MANUALS. Combat Skills, Weapons, 
Tactics, NBC, more. Catalog $5.00. 
IIPD/ACCP, Box 1237, Alpine, TX 79830 

NEW WORLD ORDER: THE ANCIENT PLAN 
OF SECRET SOCIETIES and WHO WILL 
RULE THE FUTURE? Both books for $24.00 
pp. MPM UNIQUE BOOKS, 106 Hollidaysburg 
Plaza #140, Duncansville, PA 16635 

PRESCRIPTION DRUGS COST 50% LESS 

from Europe or Mexico, with or without a pre¬ 
scription! We tell you how to buy legally, and 
reveal 40 very reliable English-speaking phar¬ 
macies that will send anything you need fast, 
easy, safe, and you don’t need a script. Send 
$19.95 to Peoples Pharmaceuticals, P.O. Box 




Built to last 

Buy 
Factory 
Direct 


SAVE ON SELECT SIZES 


1 America's #1 Arch-Type Manufacturer 25X34 * 30X46 
1 20 Year Warranty 
’ Easy Finananp Available 
Easy Do-It-Yourself Construction 
Free 16 Page Brochure 


40X56-50X116 


Call Today V BOO 526-1110 


5748, Wilmington, DE 19808 or visit us at 
www.kirknews.com 

WHO KILLED KENNEDY? Government assas- 
sination conspiracy exposed. Videocassettes, 
manuscripts, photographs, books. Catalog: 
$3.00. COLLECTOR’S ARCHIVES; Box 2, 
Beaconsfield, Quebec H9W 5T6 CANADA. 

SECURE NEW IDENTITY - 100% Effective -- 
Easy - Fast - Book Shows System. $60.00 Money 
Order. Morphiss Press, Dept. SOF, 1000 W. 4th St. 
#359, Ontario, CA91762 www.morphiss.com 


COLLECTORS 


BRITISH/SCOTTISH MILITARIA COLLEC¬ 
TORS. Regimental insignia and accessories of 
elite Regiments, including SAS, Paratroops; 
Royal Marines; Black Watch; Guards, etc. 60- 
page illustrated Import Catalog $6.00. BRITISH 
REGALIA IMPORTS, Department 6A, PO Box 
37, Palm Harbor, FL 34682. 



EDUCATIONAL DOCUMENTS. College 
Technical Degrees. High School Diplomas. Free 
Catalog. EDUCATIONAL PUBLISHING, 14027 
Memorial Dr. #127, Houston, TX 77079 
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spyoutlet.com] 


Your direct source for 
Surveillance/Countersurveillance 
Electronic Devices 
Mini spy pinhole cameras 

• hidden video • wireless video 
• vehicle tracking • bug detectors 

• phone tap detectors • voice 
I'hiiiiger *12 hour telephone tape 

recorder $125 0# * locksmithing 
tools • disappearing ink pens 
• and more 


for Catalog send $ 5 ™ to: 

SPY OUTLET 

2468 Niagara Falls Blvd 
TokaWAKD* NY 14ISO |716} 695-8660 


Be a DETECTIVE 

Explore a secret world! Fascinating ~ 

new career.Experience a new Wmm *H h\ 
adventure every day. 

Dynamic home study course. WjQgH 

Diploma, Badge. State approved. & 

FREE DETECTIVE CAREER INFO. W * 

1-800-742-9007 Dept. 301 ^ DHfll 

www.detectivetrainin'-- 


TERMPAPER assistance. 19,278 topics avail¬ 
able! Catalog on CD-ROM — rush $2.00. 
Research, 11270 Washington Blvd., Dept. EX, 
Culver City, CA 90230. TOLL-FREE HOTLINE: 
800-351-0222 or www.sf.research- 
assistance.com. 


Financial. 


FINANCIAL PRIVACY/ASSET PROTECTION 

Full Service Included. Quick Set Up. Affordable. 
Guaranteed. Domestic & Offshore Accounts. 
www.csasolutionsonline.com 1 -877-948-6291 
CSA Solutions, LLC. 

• Let the government finance your business 
idea. Satisfaction guaranteed! Call Now: 1- 
800-226-3601, ext BF7770 

www.NationalinfoCorp.com 


FREE HACKER CATALOG! 300 Underground 
Plans, New I.D., Money Making Plans, Mobile 
Magnetic Stripe Readers & Writers. T.I.C., P.O. 
Box 876-SF, Hurst, TX 76053. www.theinfor- 
mation center.com 


Knms-Bavoners 


FREE KNIFE CATALOG - Steele Arms carries 
military, survival, and tactical knives, historical 
reproductions, and fantasy knives and swords. 
Call toll-free: 1-866-515-0320. 


• 10/23 Semi Auto 
Gatling Gun Kit 

• BATF Classified as 
Semi-Automatic 

• Requires (2) 10/22 
Rugers & Mags 

Barhorst Mfg., Inc. 
Russia, Ohio 45363 
937-295-3250 




Hite ladical and 
Bodyguard training! 


Now available! Hite, hands on professional training in 
the isolation of Ground Zero Compound under International expert 
Mail Yates, team all aspects nl Tactical and VIP Protection through 


■mW M 111 Hill hI lb IT I llifll'n I LKHlfm jl II Mr ill III fl 


info today. Berkeley & Associates. 

Redefining Elite lor the New Millennium! 



BerkeleyS Associates,Inc. 

E-mail: berkassoc@aDl.CDm 

3600 Watermelon Rd, Suite 2D5, DeplSF, Northport, AL 35473 
Tel: (205) 342-3306 - Website: www.GroundZeroUSA.com 


LOST DOCUMENTS REPLACED 


SEND $2.00 for 12-PAGE CATALOG 
MILITARY AWARDS / CERTIFICATES / MEDALS 
UNIVERSITY / COLLEGE / HIGH SCHOOL 
FOR ENTERTAINMENT & COLLECTORS 

Couch Potato Publishing 

443 FOX RUN DRIVE, BLUE RIDGE, GA 30513 


wealth production. Visit http://www. 
WebHealthBiz.com or call 888-211-9104. 

DON’T TREAD ON ME. Patriotic hats, shirts, 
merchandise. Crisp embroidered interpretations 
of historic rattlesnake insignia defending Stars 
and Stripes. Let *em know where you stand! 
www.DTOMIC.com 

RETIRE IN THE ORIENT Affordable living/ 
incredible nightlife. FREE BROCHURE. DHP, 
Inc., 6433 Topanga Canyon Bl. #205, Canoga 
Park, CA 91303. 818-888-2021. 

TAKE CONTROL OF YOUR HEALTH AND 

your finances! Partner with the world leader in 
human nutrition and e-commerce wealth pro¬ 
duction. Visit http://www.WebHealthBiz.com or 
call 888-211-9104. 

50,000 MAPS: Topographic, Tactical Quads, 
Travel, Political, Vietnam, Nevis, Roswell, 
Anyplace! 7700 Air Photos. Catalog $4.00 
(refundable). MONARCH, Box 14490-SF 
Phoenix, AZ 85063. 

LET THE GOVERNMENT PAY for your new or 
existing home. Hundreds of programs. 
(www.usgovernmentinformation.com) Free 
recorded message: (707) 448-3210. (8KW5) 


WHscetumeatfs W 


TAKE CONTROL OF YOUR HEALTH AND 

YOUR FINANCES! Partner with the world 
leader in human nutrition and e-commerce 


OPTICS 


FS BOOK COMPANY 

P.O. BOX 417457, DEPT. SF 
SACRAMENTO, CA 9S84V7457 
Free Shipping! Fast Service! 

Secrets of a Super Hg^fceF,. 

Counterfeit l.D. Made Eai^irH.d__Si 6 

I.D. By Mail: 20 Sources Fully III u aLrn Lod. ...o2S 

Privacy, How to Get It, How to Enjoy H.£1 El 

| ,New l.D. in America, by Anonymous- 

The Anarchist Cookbook..HP-i-^ l hi^H- H M-h.-.$30 

Your Revenge is in the Mali... 

Get Even, Complete Book o-f Dirty Hcks.,...Sao 

Screw the ! Divorce Tactics for Men S2U 

How To Buy Land Cheap.. 

The FloVGnge Encyclopedia..^....^...,,..^.$2* 

Haw la Get Anylftirig On Arty body 1 “_^$40 

The Whole Spy Catalog*^. . ...S45 

How to AvGEd a Drunk Driving Convlcllcin ri il5- 
Personal Defen-ae Weapona rl -... r H. r .„„- r ,- ri ,-S15 
The Paper Trip 111 Master Guide to New ID..£25? 
Home Workshop Professional Lock Tqq[5.S22 

The Compr-Blfl Guide to Lock Picking.^.513 

The Poor Man’s James Send Yol. #1\,_ 

The Poor Man’s James Bond Vtai. fte*-,..$35 

Poor Man’s James Bond 1-4, CD-Rom....S30* 

Drink as Much as You WonU LWtr Langur...S15 
Granddad's Wonderful Book / Dhsmlf.rrv'-StfS 
Who Are YooTEnGyclapedie/Personal l.D' 

How to Start Your Own Country. 

Do-lt YourSelf Medicine. . . 

CrtJEltt Tfcln Cutting Edge*.,..............,.$25 

Credit Secrets, How to Ehasv Bad Credit.,,$1fl 
IDentity, Privacy, And Personal Fraudom V..S4D 

The Modern Identity Changer-. 

The Big Book of Secret Hkfrng Pieces.....$1? 

21st Cohtury Hcvonga .SI 5 identity Hi eft... $15 
ft&l>orn In The US A,.-.,-,516 Ga£!lghUng.,....$15 
I Satellite SurvEiL|nns& ri ..S22 Censea > 4L-.*.,.S39 

Recreational Drugs.£2£ J Ur-ine Troubie.$£& 

ThfiyT* Watching You[, H 513 Scram....$1$ 

G lj r Vanishing Privac^.313 Armed DefOnM^IT 
THE COMPLETE F& BOOK CATALOG........52 

PRICES INCLUDE FREE SHIPPING! 

WE SPECIALIZE IN DRUG 

EDUCATION BOOKS 
MANY TITLES WE CAN’T LIST! 
For Air Mail Delivery (USA) Arid S3 
Per Book And Allow 3-5 Days For 
Delivery. Surface Mail Is Free in The 
USA, Allow 2-3 Weeks For Delivery. 
Orders Are Processed Within 24hrs, 
Canada Add $5, Europe Add $10, 
Pacific Rim Add Si5. Per Book 
For Air Mail Delivery. 
"Because Of Weight, Double The 
Shipping Rate On Books Marked (*) 
Books are sold to adults only for 
educational purposes in accordance 
with The First Amendment of the 
Constitution.There Is A $3 Pro, Fee 
On Credit Card Orders And Orders 
Under $15. All Orders Are Shipped 
In A Plain Box Or Package. 

All Orders Are Confidential! 

http://www.fsbookco.com 

SECURE SHOPPING CART 

FAX 1-316-771*4201 
Worldwide 1-916-771-4204 
Customer Service 1-916-771-4203 
Credit Card Orders 1-800-635-3083 


WORLD’S TOUGHEST BINOCULARS - Full 
line Steiner Military/Marine. Also Nikon, 
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PHOTO 
ID CARD 
KITS 

MONEY BACK 
GUARANTEED! 

Our Professional quality 
laminated photo cards will 
amaze your associates! We 
provide the cards, plastic 
laminate and easy instruc¬ 
tions! You provide only a 
photo. Your photo Card can 
be finished in the privacy of 
your home! the result Is a 
distinctive, professional 
system! The highest quality 
cards in the US! Lost your 
original card? Replace it 
now! 

only $4.95 



American Press Association 

OFFICIAL 

s a \ 

9 /MtfF 4 


RES. NO 335692 


C01 PresslD Card 


Select From 

□Cl 31 Inti Drivers Lie. 

□C34 Persona! ID 
□Cl 33 Fedetd Security 
□C60 MftC-V (CIA) 

□Cl 31 tnli Drivers Lie, 

□C31 Travel Agent 
□C60 Fugitive Recovery 
□C04 Bounty Hunter 
□C203 Bdl Enf. Agent 
□C2S2 Cert. Wfebmaster 


' Any 1 

Th.ee $12.95 


These Kits: 

□CIO Concealed Weapons 
□C01 Press ID 
□C72 Special Agent 
□Cll Private Investigator 
□C211 Security Enforcement 
□Cl 3 Special Investigator 
□C51 Special Operations 
□Cl 7 Inti Drivers Permit 
□C201 Bail Bondsman 
□C233 Cert. Network Admin, 


a V $19.95 


Only 


NIC Law Enforcement Supply 

500 Flournoy Lucas Rd. Build. #3-NSA 
Shreveport, LA. 71106 

Orders: {888) 642-0007 Customer Service: (318) 688-1365 
Fax: (318)688-1367 

Name: —-———-- 

Address: - 

aty/State/Zfp:-- 

Credit Card:_ 

80 PAGE COLOR CATALOG $3.00 OR FREE WITH FIRST ORDER. 

WWW.NIC-INC.COM 


BRITISH/SCOTTISH REGIMENTAL 


INSIGNIA & ACCESSORIES ETC 




/ jn j LO-PRO CLASSIC 
+*** Affordable , Compact 
& Accurate 

13983- Industry Avenue - Becker, MN 55303 
PHONE T-753-261-5600 • FAR 1-763-261-5533 
Busings 1 ? Hnur*: m-f fl am. igkOOmn. Centra! Tima 

Vi'Viw.dpmilnjc.cAm ■ email: dc-mi neffi nnJ.com 

QNUNZ 0(WE fttflt WWAVAitABir 

AR RIFLES * MRTS * ACCESSORIti 


RETAIL S6S5.00 


Leupold, etc. rifle scopes and binoculars. Great 
prices. (570) 620-9743. www.ysdusa.com 

✓ SOLDIER OF FORTUNE BACK ISSUES 

are going fast! Use the easy-order shopping 
cart at www.sofmag.com. 


Locate Telephone Number and 
Addresses, Identity Verification,- 
Criminal Records Checks, Motor 
Vehicle Reports, Background 
Checks, Business Reports, 
Marriage and Death Records, 
More. Contact: 

JGS Inc. 

RO. Box 120176, 

Staten Island, New York 10312-0176 
718-984-9012, Fax: 718-356-7256 


NUDISM LIFESTYLE: 

FAMILY RECREATION 

Sample Video $24, Mag. $10 
Catalog $3 
LIFESTYLES-SF 

Box 661268, Los Angeles, CA 90066 



The secrets of renowned Tactical and VIP Protection expert 
Mark Yates revealed! Yates' Men in Black bodyguard 
training manual now available for the first time in the U.S. 
Wide range of videos, including professional "Extreme COB" 
skills in high-risk arenas. Call or send for info today. 
Berkeley SAsaciates, Inc. 

Redefining Bite lor the New Millennium. 



Berkeley & Associates,Inc. 


E-mail: berkassoc@aol.com 

3600 Watermelon Rd, Suite 205, Northport, AL 35473 
Tel: (205) 342-3306 ■ Website: www.GroundZeroLISA.com 


simueiLuuicE 


ESPIONAGE UNLIMITED: Your one stop shop 
for surveillance, counter surveillance, privacy, 
new ID’s and new identity, asset protection, 
covert weapons, investigations, and more. 
(802) 864-0951. www.espionage-store.com 


TRAI0I0B 


SURVIVAL SCHOOL 

(WWW.WeTeachU.Com). We give you the sys¬ 
tem to survival. Seven Day program, Complete 
modern and primitive techniques, meals includ¬ 
ed. Wilderness Learning Center, 435sf, Sandy 
Knoll, Chateaugay, NY 12920. (518) 497-3179 

SUPERIOR TRAINING for Professionals! 
Maritime Security, Executive Protection, 
Counter-Intelligence, Corporate Investigations, 
Tactical Firearms, Business Intelligence, 


3 YEAR RESIDENTIAL 

KARATE PROGRAM 

ALTERNATIVE TO MILITARY FOR YOUNG MEN, 17-23. 

RIGOROUS, FULL-CONTACT, ATHLETICALLY 
DEMANDING PROGRAM CREATING FIGHTERS AND 
INSTRUCTORS. NOT FOR DREAMERS OR NINJA 
WANNABE‘S. ALL EXPENSES PAID. 
www.budokaratehouse.com 


PRIVATE EYE! 



Technical Surveillance. P.O.S.T. Approved! 
Enterprising Securities (770) 723-1683 or 
www.enterprisingsecurities.com 



FOR ONLY $25/month you can list your 
Website or Internet URL + 10 words right 
here. This is a great way to get out the word 
on your site! 

LOW COST SURVIVAL FOOD! Visit 

www.natureiswonderful.com Great value! 
Books, videos, more! 

WWW.SILVER-INVESTOR.COM The world’s 
best site for Silver information. Toll Free 877- 
610-9962 

www.SecondAmendment.net News, essays, 
and practical advice for ordinary people on 
RKBA. 

“ALWAYS LISTENING” www.pennycircus.net 

COMPLETE ID INFORMATION. Guide to inter- 
net ID sites, www.idfreakz.com 

GET AN ANONYMOUS ADDRESS. No ID 

needed. Mail Forwarded Weekly, www.world- 
widemaildrop.com 

UHF WIRELESS MICROPHONE. Crystal- 
Controlled Kit. www.Micro-transmitter.com 
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ADVERTISERS IflDEX 


American Technologies ..17 

Barrett Firearms ............ * .10 

BFR Global .. 12 

Blackhawk. .Cover 2 

Bushrag.com .. .79 

Chase-Durer .. .Cover 4 

DS Arms .. .29 

Eden Press. .64 

Excalibur Enterprises ..........28 

General Microdisplay ..........23 

Global School of investigation .. .65 

Glock. ....13 

Greene Military ... .64 

Gunsite. .32 

Gunsmoke.16 

Harrison K-9 . .65 

Hellstorm .. .3 

Hydrastorm... .7 

inter-American Security..66 

Jungle Toy.*, .64 

Kimber. 27 

LA Law Enforcers. 66 

Machesta International... .65 

Maxsell . . . .21 

Michael Garman Productions ... .29 
Military Adventures .......... j, .27 

Milspec Group. .81 

Nite Ize .. .30 

Paladin Press... .5, 24-25 

Para Ordnance.. .Cover 3 

Professional Career 

Development.64 

7.62 Design... *- .31 

shooters.com ... .33 

S&K Products... .64, 66 

Silver Creek Industries ...65 

Silverman's .. , .64 

SOF Back Issues ..31 

SOF Jackets ..11 

SOF Logo Items .. .22, 33, 64, 65, 66 

SOF Match ... 80 

SOF Subscriptions...35 

Southern Ordnance ..79 

SpecOps Brand..15 

Steve Arnold's Gunroom .23 

SWAT Magazine .. ,78 

Tamiami. .65 

United Enterprises ..,19 

USA Networks .... 9 

USI Corp. .. 66 

Wiggy’s... .81 




20 big acres in WESTERN MONTANA, starting at 
$19,950.00. Trout fishing, backpacking, camping, Elk, 
deer, moose, bear. ADJACENT to National Forest, near 
established towns. Yellowstone and Glacier National Parks 
nearby. GUARANTEED ACCESS, INSURED TITLE, 
WARRANTY DEED. FREE color brochure, photos, maps. 
FULL MONEY-BACK GUARANTEE 
“Video Available” 

CALL TOLL-FREE 1-800-592-5990 
TREASURE STATE RANCHES 
210 Milwaukee Street, Dept. S 
Deer Lodge, Montana 59722 — (406) 846-1000 



(Pick a Lock In 10 seconds with the new Fiher Pick 

“The Leader in Lock Picking Tools*' 


.M: sales@pickmastcrs.nct 


Need NEW IDO 

CREDIT-PRIVACY 


Our Books Help You Get • New identity • Credit • New SSN 

• ID by mail • College degrees • Better jobs • Credit repair 

• Cash businesses • “Free Money” www.edenpress.com 
FREE PRIVACY CATALOG: 1-800-338-8484 

EDEN PRESS • Box 8410-AB • Fountain Valley, CA 92728 


20,000+ MILITARY FIELD & 

MANUALS - CD-ROM 
www.CHQsoftware.com 

TECHNICAL 
or printed. 

FIND OUT ANYTHING ABOUT ANYONE. 

Information is power. 

infosearch.com 

www.global- 

The truth shall set you free: cyanews.com 


BUCKSHOT’S CAMP. Survival Snares, Videos, 
Firestarters, Books, LED flashlights, Gill nets. 
www.buckshotscamp.com 


UHF WIRELESS MICROPHONE. Crystal-Con¬ 
trolled Kit. www.Micro-transmitter.com 

NETWORKERS GROUND FLOOR 

Opportunity. Big money part-time at home. 
www.legacyusa.com/superiorhealth 

• NEW MAGAZINE ON SURVIVAL. Visit 
online survival magazine, www.modernsur- 
vivat.net, from Jim Benson, former editor of 
American Survival Guide Magazine. 

RANGER ARMS Specializing in tactical gear, 
military equipment, firearms and firearms 
accessories, www.rangerarms.com 


USAF SPECIAL OPERATIONS and Air Rescue 
unit insignia for sale, www.aircommando.com 





• Complete Covert 
Equipment Headquarters 

• Hidden Video & Audio 
• Infidelity Lab Testing 

• Self-Defense Products 


www.spycountry.com 


PAPER WEIGHTS /Ur's 

Made from 1/2 lb. solid brass. Ar^r±~/J 
Polished to a smooth finish 

Other styles & alum, available 

V£ju agree that you are over I8yr to order ’ ___ 

Send check or money order to C.I.B. 

6340 S. Rural Rd. #118-167S \l 1 

Tempe. AZ 85283 - 480-755-9779 

usabrassknuckles ip'hotmatl com 




SOLD AS NOVELTY ONLY! NOT AS A WEAPON 


#ong 


Assert your 
PRIVACY RIGHTS! 

■Stop Big Brother snooping! 

■ Thwart hackers 

• Protect your assets vS?/ 

■ Increase your real wealth 

■ Protect your credit/ Ilk 

identity/family/ freedom 

It’s None of Your Business, A Complete 
Guide to Protecting Your Privacy, Identity, 
and Assets New 4th edition! $19.95 

Complete cyber-software privacy package 

- Internet, email, firewall, encryption, anti-hack¬ 
er software, illustrated manual $129.95 

PMI Enterprises, 13110 NE 177th PI #247, 
Woodinville, WA 98072 
(877) 234-2854 www.privacyteam.com 
VISA/MC/AMEX/Money Orders/Cash 


GET 

LEGAL 

FAST! 


DRIVER'S LICENSE 


^SUSPENDED?* 


\ L LEARN HOW YOU CAN GET A L EGAL 

DRIVER'S LICENSE FAST AND EASY. 
rl NEW AND UNIQUE METHOD WORKS 

EVERYTIME REGARDLESS OF YOUR 
PAST RECORD. 100% GUARANTEED. 
FOR SOME VERY REVE A LING INFORMATION! 
QUALITY RESEARCH, DEPT SI 
P.O. BOX 192, LINCOLN PARK,MICHIGAN 48146 


AUTHENTIC U.S. GOVT. ISSUE Army/Navy 
Surplus. Best prices -- Online catalog www. 
americanarmynavy.com Phone 1-888-592- 
8014 

NIGHT VISION WEAPON SCOPES. Giant 
Binoculars, Spotting Scopes, Rangefinders, 
Rifle scopes, www.americansupply.net 

HIGH CAPACITY CLIPS, GRIPS & thousands 
of related shooting products, www.gunacces- 
sories.com 


VISIT OUR WEBSITE www.militarykit.com or 
www.britisharmykrt.com 
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e-mail: aof@mtiitary.co.iilt 


IRavPai 


Cotnrfur iarfte Iwcft image 
Willi truftT liJft nfiBsl logo. 

tiiach heavywriuht 
iflim Britan, 

KX1_-X>TM4- *17 ■# 

nwtn ONLINE AT 


FnflimEjFT CHEST 


PUMSMimr 

AllJl.hDj 4il>fi. ,|f l 

tn§ 


WWtf_AFSlABS.COM - RUSH OHOEFT FORM 
Mm VS aaiH iiarri spring* Fi ftOTS 


For free catalog and more information 

877-569-5556 

sales@jungletoy.com 


NOW YOU CAN GET.. 


ID by MAIL 


* ER102 PACKAGE ¥«■ www 

* One ICSMP5 A2 Electric AEG with 
200rds Hi-Cap Magazine (ER102) 
(Battery and Charger Included) 

* One Extra Hi-Cap Mag. (ER101-MAG) 

* One Clip Connector (UGP004) 

* One bag of 0.20G 2000rds BB(BA203) 


20 SOURCES-FULLY ILLUSTRATED 

• Birth and Baptismal Certificates 
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The Sequential War 

by Jack Wheeler 


B lindingly obvious yet still politically incorrect to point 
out, America and Western Civilization are not engaged 
in a War on Terrorism. It is rather a War on Muslim Terrorism 
that we are conducting. We are not at war with every group of 
terrorists in the world. We are not at war, for example, with 
Irish terrorists, Basque terrorists, Tamil terrorists, or Hutu 
terrorists. Instead, America is at war with one specific, iden¬ 
tifiable species of terrorism: Muslim terrorism. The only ter¬ 
rorists America is at war with are Muslim terrorists. 

Every single individual who planned and participated in 
The Atrocity of September 11, every single individual on 
President Bush’s 22 Most Wanted List are Muslims, adherents 
to the religion of Islam. Does this mean that America and 
Western Civilization are at war with all Muslims, at war with 
Islam? No. It means that there is a particular pathology con¬ 
fined to believers in Islam, a moral disease within the body of 
the world Muslim community which is especially acute in 
Arab Muslims, and it is this with which America is now at war. 

It is the moral disease that Nazism, Communism, and 
Muslim Terrorism all have in common: criminally patholog¬ 
ical envy. Yet we do not need to figure out how to cure 
Muslim Terrorists of their envy of the West, any more than 
we needed to cure Nazis of their envy of the Jews or 
Communists of their envy of the bourgeois. We only need to 
figure out — as we did with Nazi Germany and the Soviet 
Union — how to defeat them. What such a strategy of victo¬ 
ry over Muslim Terrorism requires is a sequential war. 

This is a war fought in a particular sequence of stages, 
securing success in one before proceeding to the next. Victory 
in the War on Muslim Terrorism will require sequential suc¬ 
cess in four stages. 

Stage One: Afghanistan. Success here means the Taliban 
out of power and OBL (Osama bin Laden) dead. In the after¬ 
math, it is not our job to nation-rebuild Afghanistan, which 
must be understood is a country that cannot be governed and 
cannot be ruled. Indeed, it is not clear why there should be an 
Afghanistan at all, given that it is a 19th century artifact as a 
buffer between the Russian and British Empires. Perhaps the 
best solution would be to let the place break apart, with the 
Tajik area going to Tajikistan, the Uzbek area going to 
Uzbekistan, and south of the Hindu Kush the de-Talibanized 
Push tuns getting their area of regional autonomy within an 
expanded Pakistan. In exchange, Pakistan would have to 
achieve a genuine peace with India over Kashmir, shut down 
the jihadist medressahs (schools of Islamic fanaticism), and 
destroy the poppy fields of southern Afghanistan which supply 
60% of the world’s heroin. 

Stage Two: Iraq. Success here means Saddam Hussein 
dead. The world will not be safe until he is. No massive 
ground troop invasion is necessary, just 5,000-pound bunker 


busters dropped on his presidential palaces or sleeping quar¬ 
ters (identified with Mossad or INC - Iraq National Congress 
resistance - intel) until we get him or his own people who 
can’t take it any more do. Again, we shouldn’t try in the after- 
math to pick up the pieces. Iraq is a make-believe country, 
an artificial construct of the British composed of three former 
provinces of the Ottoman Empire after WWI. Mosul in the 
north, with its Kirkuk oilfields, should be given to Turkey, on 
the condition that Ankara grant regional autonomy to the 
Kurds and the Kurds make peace with Ankara. Basra in the 
south, with its Shi’ite Arab (non-Sunni, non-Persian) popula¬ 
tion should be independent. Baghdad in the middle can sink 
or swim - reinvent itself as a peaceful Islamic trading center 
plugged into the global economy, or become another aban¬ 
doned ruin like Babylon or Nineveh. 

Stage Three: Iran. Success here means the replacement of 
the current mullah regime with a new pro-West government. 
This will not be easy nor quick. The mullahs know they are 
hated, particularly by the young (over 50% of Iran’s 60 million 
are under 25); their regime is fragile and ripe for destabiliza¬ 
tion. Yet Iran or Persia is a real country, having been in exis¬ 
tence for 2,500 years; it is not going to fall apart. The solu¬ 
tion here is not military, as in the previous two stages. It lies 
in a stick/carrot combination of covert activity accelerating 
public anti-mullah protests and other forms of regime desta¬ 
bilization, with diplomatic persuasion for the mullahs to 
cease their support of Hezbollah and other terrorist move¬ 
ments, and let go of their stranglehold on democratic elec¬ 
tions. Iranian voters have shown their clear preference for 
pro-freedom anti-mullah candidates. If an actual democracy 
can be established in Iran, free of mullah control, it would be 
a lynchpin shifting the entire dynamics of the Muslim world 
away from Jihadist radicalism, and towards a rapprochement 
with the West. As a consequence, Iran would flourish, with 
all the Caspian land-locked oil having sea access via its 
pipelines. A flourishing Democratic Iran sets the stage for: 

Stage Four: Saudi Arabia. Here we come to the crux of the 
matter. An interwoven nest of pestilential problems - lack of 
peace between Israel and its neighbors, Arab countries as fascist 
poverty pits, Muslim Terrorism — has been built through des¬ 
perate and ceaseless efforts to continue the corrupt rule of the 
Saudi Royal Family. We advocate democracy everywhere from 
Serbia to Burma, yet never for the Arabs — for talk of Arab 
Democracy leads to the great unmentionable, Saudi Democracy. 
As long as the world insists on remaining hostage to Saudi oil, 
these problems will not end. Thus success here means securing 
other major supplies of oil while launching a full effort to democ¬ 
ratize the Arab world, converting thereby Saudi Arabia into a 

Continued on page 79 
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Death By A Thousand Cuts 


Continued from page 39 


the others’ logistics.” 

On the one hand, the Mujahideen hit 
hard at the country’s crucial road net¬ 
work that brought supplies to the hun¬ 
dreds of garrisons throughout the land. 
For their part, Moscow’s attacks on guer¬ 
rilla logistics structures was two-fold: 
during the first five years they sought to 
eliminate all Muj support in the coun¬ 
tryside, They bombed granaries and 
rural villages, destroyed crops and irri¬ 
gation systems, mined pastures and 
fields, eliminated herds and launched 
sweeps through outlying areas. 

Believing the Mao dictum that the 
guerrilla lives in the population like a 
fish in the water, the Soviets decided to 
kill the fish by draining off the water, 
which led to Afghanistan becoming a 
nation of refugees. That, in turn, 
caused the insurgents to bring every¬ 
thing they needed to fight the war into 
the country from outside and establish 
logistics bases. 

Consequently, the fight from 1985 
on was to find and destroy these bases. 
But by then the CIA was involved and 
was supplying the rag-tag army with 
superior firepower including Stinger 
ground-to-air missiles that slowly, inex¬ 
orably, neutralized the Soviet air effort. 

For those who are into this sort of 
thing, there are parts of the book that 
are mesmeric with anecdotes on the 
nature of warfare in that rugged land. 
There is also evidence of collusion 
between the rebels and disgruntled 
Soviet conscripts — one offering 
hashish, the other weapons, ammuni¬ 
tion, batteries and military equipment. 
It hardly mattered, it seemed, that the 
hardware sold to the muj would eventu¬ 
ally be turned against their own people. 

Elsewhere, Grau makes the point — 
several times, in fact — that some of 
the kids still at school would attend 
classes in the day and fight for the 
cause after dark. One veteran told him: 
“I used my student identification to 
move freely around the city to support 
the mujahideen.” Another schoolboy 
would deliver messages for the rebels: 
he was often tasked with contacting 
DRA soldiers who might have tactical 
information or possibly agree to coop¬ 
erate with the resistance. 

There were many DRA officers who 
collaborated with the enemy. They had 
a senior man in the DRA 8^ Infantry 
Division garrisoned in Kabul who pro¬ 
vided good intelligence for years. 


Eventually he decided he’d had enough 
and asked to come across to the cause. 
As a final act of rebellion, the rebels 
arranged a little party at the officer’s 
home, to which the dissident invited 
three senior Soviets, including a politi¬ 
cal commissar. 

It was a grand event at which the 
three Europeans drank themselves into 
a stupor. They were then bundled into 
their own army wagon and driven to 
the village of Qala-e Qazi, southwest of 
Kabul. The rebel group afterwards 
returned to the defector’s home, loaded 
up his family and belongings and drove 
the lot into Pakistan. 

It’s instructive what the rebels did 
to the three prisoners. To the majority 
of the guerrillas, the Geneva 
Convention might have been a rock 
group. Grau cites some horrific exam¬ 


ples of their brutality. 

When these three Soviet officers 
refused to cooperate, already trussed 
and gagged, they were buried alive. As 
he explains, to shoot them might have 
been the easier option but the sounds 
of gunshots might have drawn atten¬ 
tion from nearby government security 
outposts. 

The book deals in some depth with 
the weapons carried by the guerrillas. 
Grau makes an issue of trying to indi¬ 
cate exactly what was used on specific 
attacks. What comes across rather 
sharply is that until America came to 
the rescue, the rebels were hard 
stretched to find enough hardware with 
which to fight. In the chapter headed 
Afshar Ambush, for example, a 
mujahideen squad lay in ambush all day 
long with only four AK-47s and an anti¬ 
tank grenade-launcher between them. 


Most times the guerrillas would hit 
and run for the hills, with the Soviets 
unable (or more often than not, unwill¬ 
ing) to follow up. Curiously, I’d seen 
exactly that same lack of initiative 
while covering Portugal’s wars in Africa 
in the Seventies. 

Fight Them In The Streets 

Grau discloses an astonishing 
amount of rebel military activity inside 
Kabul, almost from the start of the 
invasion. 

In one attack, a 76-man insurgent 
group laid seven remote-control (shar~ 
taki ) mines in a suburb and waited for 
a convoy of military vehicles from 
Darulaman to arrive. They destroyed or 
damaged a BMP as well as three trucks, 
though Grau questions the need for 
such a top-heavy security force to 


secure the area. The operation also 
underscores lax Soviet security mea¬ 
sures, which are apparent often enough 
in these pages. 

Moscow also didn’t do what it 
could to stop the movement of 
weapons into Afghanistan. As the war 
progressed, the rebels would haul 
supplies across country in their 
trucks and sometimes in daylight, 
particularly in the western regions 
near the Iranian frontier. If spotted by 
patrolling helicopters, they would try 
to seek cover, but that didn’t happen 
as often as one might have thought. 

Other times they would move their 
stuff by mule, donkey, horse, camel and 
human porter. And while most war¬ 
lords had their own transport, the bulk 
of Mujahideen supplies were hauled by 
contracted teamsters and mule skin¬ 
ners. Costs were high, with taxes or 



Shortly before the Taliban became World Enemy No. 1 , its agents assassinated com¬ 
mander Massoud, center ; while posing as journalists. Massoud was long a successful 
commander in the anti-Soviet wars, and later against the oppressive Taliban. 
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tariffs being levied — often 10% of the 
value of the goods — to pass through 
area controlled by another tribe or fac¬ 
tion. A group with a reputation for get¬ 
ting themselves ambushed would be 
hard put to find willing teamsters. 

A point of interest here is that the 
Americans at one stage tried to intro¬ 
duce Missouri mules to the war. But 
these required more fodder, carried 
less and died more quickly than the 
native animals, which, like their mas¬ 
ters were as tough as old boots. 

Conditions in towns that were con¬ 
tested were a very different proposition 
from fighting in outlying areas. 

“Mujahideen success in the urban 
areas was due primarily to support of 
the population and the lack of 
DRA/Soviet control outside the areas 
that they physically controlled. The 


cities were under nighttime curfew, but 
the patrols enforcing them could hard¬ 
ly move safely off the main roads. The 
(rebels) had great freedom of action 
outside the main thoroughfares and in 
the suburbs,” writes Grau. 

Some of the attacks would involve 
hundreds of combatants. In one 
attack on what is termed “The 
Governor’s House,” a muj group of 
about 200 men armed with a 76mm 
mountain gun, five 82mm mortars, 
two 82mm recoilless rifles, 20 RPG- 
7s, Goryunov heavy machine guns 
and AKs fought for 12 days after the 
attacking force became encircled. In 
the end they claimed to have 
destroyed about a dozen enemy vehi¬ 
cles for the loss of 18 of their own. 

As with most things Asian, not 
everything could be verified and some 
of the figures, even Grau admits, appear 


to have been inflated. What does 
emerge is that taken together, he man¬ 
ages to paint a picture of a struggle from 
which there are many valuable lessons. 

Take the attack on the KHAD head¬ 
quarters in Kabul. One of the rebels 
involved explains how he and his men 
had an underground base a couple of 
miles from the western edge of Kabul 
where they would hide their weapons 
in the city’s sewer pipes and other out- 
of-the-way hidden spots. 

Throughout the war the Soviets 
were never able to completely control 
Kandahar and Herat, even though they 
devoted a lot of resources to finding 
and eliminating the urban fighter. 
Moscow finally dealt with the Herat 
malcontents by reducing three-quarters 
of the city into rubble, much as they did 
more recently with Grozny, the 
Chechen capi¬ 


tal. 

Little Training, Less Medicine 

The book also highlights both the 
inadequacy of mujahideen training and 
a patent lack of elementary medical 
care, not that hygiene is top of the list 
on any mujahideen’s priorities. 
Training to standard too, was a con¬ 
stant problem for rebel commanders 
with the best being offered in camps in 
Pakistan or in mountain bases. 

Grau: “Unless urban guerrillas were 
sent out for training, they had little 
live-fire experience other than actual 
combat. Also, if they were in their own 
areas, they tended to ignore local secu¬ 
rity and could be surprised.” 

With some exceptions, they lacked 
imagination in their selection of 
ambush and shelling sites and would 


habitually use the same positions. By 
the same token, the Soviets seemed to 
be unaware of these shortcomings, 
which leveled the field a little. 

There were few rebel doctors, 
though established Afghan medical per¬ 
sonnel often treated their compatriot’s 
war casualties at great personal risk. 
Some Muj groups might have been 
lucky to have had a medic who finished 
eight months or a year at some institu¬ 
tion in Pakistan or elsewhere, but most 
fighting groups were pleased if the 
medic with them had done six-weeks. 

There were some French doctors 
who worked inside the country, but the 
majority of foreign aid workers 
remained on the Pakistani border and 
waited for casualties to be brought 
across the mountains. Obviously, most 
seriously wounded Mujahideen died 
before they could be treated. 

The overall Mujahideen air 
defense posture, too, was 
weak. Grau reckons that 
with the introduction of 
Stingers, Moscow coun¬ 
tered that by changing its 
tactics, though clearly, the 
debate goes on. Ideally the 
rebels liked to draw 
attacking Su-25s, Mi-24s 
and Mi-8s into the moun¬ 
tains where they could tar¬ 
get them from above, or out 
of caves or from behind rock 
overhangs. The Mujahideen 
eventually became masters 
of defensive tactics and, no 
doubt, some of our pilots 
will be experiencing some of 
this as the present situation 
escalates. 

Allah’s warriors also 
learned to quickly recognize Soviet 
landing pads and they would mine them 
determinedly. In the final reckoning, a 
large percentage of Muj aircraft kills 
were from mortar and multiple rocket 
launcher attacks on airfields. 

It took a while, but the rebels did 
eventually learn the value of building 
sturdy, redundant, camouflaged 
bunkers and fighting positions that 
ensured survivability 

(The Other Side of the Mountain will 
be available from ISBS, 5804 N.E. 
Hassalo St., Portland, OR 97213-3644; 
phone: 800-944-6190; website: 

http://www.fraukcass.com .) 

SOF’s contributing editor for Africa, Al 
J. Venter has filed many stories from 
Central and 5.W Asia. ^ 


SOF’s John Donovan towers above a mujahid in front 
of a gaily painted — obviously pre-Taliban — truck. 
SOF has been reporting on Afghanistan from the 
ground for years, as seen in this 1988 cover (right). 
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7 1 This “have it your way” weapon is 
the civilian counterpart of H&ICs 
new mission specific family. 

With the purchase oi Heckler & 
Koch (H&K) by Royal Ordnance in 
1991, the development of a new, eco¬ 
nomical 5.56x45mm rifle was begun. 
After initial prototyping, the result was 
the Gewehr G36. At first clouded in 
secrecy, the G36 entered a fierce race 
with the Steyr AUG to replace the G3 
rifle for the Bundeswehr’s portion of 
the European Rapid Reaction Force. It 
was a race the G36 would win. 

Differing from H&K’s traditional 
roller-locked, delayed blowback mech¬ 
anism, the G36 uses a more conven¬ 
tional multi-lugged rotating bolt simi¬ 
lar to that of the M16. Consisting of a 
two-piece short-stroke gas piston, the 
system is reminiscent of the AR-18, 
WWII German G43 and the earlier 
Soviet Tokarev. 

Instead of the stamped sheet metal 
components used in traditional H&K 
weapons, the G36 makes extensive 
use of carbon fiber reinforced poly¬ 
mer. Major components made of this 
material include the lower receiver, 
handguard, folding buttstock, maga¬ 
zine well, carrying handle and maga¬ 
zine. The result is a relatively light¬ 
weight weapon that is impervious to 
most elements. 

Although the G36 is different from 
former H&K weapons, H&K’s modular 
design has been retained. Without the 
need for tools, most components of the 


G36 can be quickly removed and 
replaced by pushing out an assembly 
pin. Trigger groups can be changed in 
the field and the magazine well can be 
substituted with one that will accept the 
Ml6 (NATO) magazine. Made of semi¬ 
transparent plastic, the G36’s standard 
10- and 30-round magazine can be 
snapped on to the side of another maga¬ 
zine. A 100-round dual drum magazine 
is also available, and the rifle uses an 
AK style magazine release. 

In the G36’s steel bolt carrier is an 
M16 style bolt and extractor with a typ¬ 
ical plunger-type ejector In the bolt 
carrier is a number of tungsten disks 
that serve to prevent bounce. A recipro¬ 
cating cocking handle is another fea¬ 
ture that is a departure for H&K. 
Located at the front of the of the carri¬ 
er, this handle is rotated 90 degrees left 
or right to retract the bolt group. 
Releasing the handle allows the assem¬ 
bly to return forward. Pushing the 
cocking handle inward allows it to 
remain in a locking detente where it 
can be used as a forward assist. At the 
rear of the ejection port is an M16 style 
case deflector that also serves to retain 
the stock in the folded position. 

To lock back the bolt after the last 
shot has been fired is an automatic 
bolt hold-open device that can be 
quickly disconnected in the field, if 
desired. An ambidextrous manual bolt 
hold-open button is located inside the 
front of the trigger guard, but there is 
no exterior bolt release. Instead, this 


is done by pulling back and releasing 
the bolt with either a loaded magazine, 
or with the magazine removed. A sim¬ 
ple spanner wrench is all that is 
required for changing a barrel, and 
rifling twists of l-in-7 inches or l-in-9 
inches are offered. 

Besides housing the standard 1.5X 
scope, a detachable carrying handle 
protects the cocking handle. With the 
1.5X scope the Hensoldt NS A 80 II 
Passive Night Vision Module can be 
attached to the carrying handle where 
the device uses a periscope design to 
connect in front of the standard optical 
sight through a special opening in the 
handle. This allows the shooter to use 
the same aim in low light. Optional is a 
carrying handle with a 3.5X scope with 
a 6-mil reticle with an electronic red 
dot sight above it. 

In addition to the standard rifle, 
the G36 and the Light Support 
Weapon (LSW) is the G36K Carbine 
with its shorter barrel and forend, and 
the 9 inch barrel G36 Compact, both 
of which will accept mission specific 
accessories including the HK 40mm 
grenade launcher and Picatinny rail 
mounts such as those on the Rail 
Adapter System (RAS) made for H&K 
by Knight’s Armament Company. In 
addition to the standard 18.9 inch and 
12.5 inch barrels, a special 15.4 inch 
Close Quarter Battle (CQB) barrel will 
fit the G36 and G36K. All G36 models 
use the folding stock and accept a 100- 
round dual drum magazine. 






i 


Here the SL8-1 has the 
KMC Short Picatinny Rail 
installed along with KMC’s 
600 Meter Folding Sights 
and the Aimpoint Comp ML. 
(inset) As issued, the SL8-1 
comes with an extended 
Picatinny rail with iron 
sights and a 3-way 
adjustable cheekpiece. Its 
thumbhole stock and 10- 
shot magazine are unique. 
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Night Vision 

While 1 was testing the SL8-1,1 had 
on loan the Army’s new AN-PVS17 and 
AN-PVS18 (monocular) Night Vision 
Devices (NVD) from Litton Electro 
Optics. On the KMC LSB I mounted the 
AN-PVS18 monocular behind an 
Aimpoint Comp M red dot sight, both 
using A.R.M.S. Throw Lever mounts 
from Precision Reflex and Mounting 


-1 

The semi-automatic SL8-1 (below) is seen 
with its selective fire G36 counterpart. 


A “Civilian” Version 


Because of increasing restrictive 
anti-gun laws in the U.S., not even law 
enforcement officers can purchase a 
G36, but any law abiding person can 
own its civilian counterpart, the SL8-1. 
This semi-automatic only version of the 
G36 is designed as the long-range pre¬ 
cision rifle version of the G36 family, 
and operates just like its predecessor. 
The SL8-1 even uses some of the same 
parts as its selective fire counterpart, 
but not the folding stock. Instead, the 
SL8-1 has a gray thumbhole type fixed 
stock and comes with a special maga¬ 
zine well that accepts an excellent 10- 
shot single column magazine. 

Unlike the selective fire G36 vari¬ 
ants, the SL8-1 comes with a heavy 
match barrel, and could be described as 
the long range precision rifle of the 
family. Enhancing this capability is the 
rifle’s spacer adjustable butt and its 
comb that has three heights to accom¬ 
modate various sight systems. 

Although the trigger group is not of 
the quick-change type, it is otherwise 
nearly identical to its military semi¬ 
automatic counterpart as is the selec¬ 
tor. The trigger is very good with just a 
tiny amount of creep. The unique in¬ 
line 10-shot magazine is the best I have 
ever seen, and can almost be described 
as “jam proof.” Field stripping is utter¬ 


Offhand hits were quick and easy with the SL8-1 out to 100 yards and beyond. 


ly simple and is accomplished without 
any tools, but a cartridge. 

After I recently tested the G36 fami¬ 
ly for SOF, H&K shipped me an SL8-1 
for evaluation. The rifle came with sev¬ 
eral accessories including a G36 hand- 
guard assembly with bipod, the remov¬ 
able carrying handle with its L5X opti¬ 
cal sight and a KMC RAS component 
with its three integral Picatinny rails. 

Along with the standard Picatinny 


rail with its iron sight system, I 
installed the G35 bipod/handguard. 
After some initial test firing I then 
removed both of these parts and 
replaced them with the KMC RAS and 
Kimber’s new Mepro Light Reflex Sight 
with its bright amber dot, and later an 
Aimpoint Comp ML red dot sight. 
However, there was no way to satisfac¬ 
torily mount a scope of higher magnifi¬ 
cation, so I contacted Knight’s Mfg. Co. 
and ordered its G36 (SL8-1) Long Scope 
Base (LSB) rail system with back-up 
flip-up 600-yard rear sight and fold¬ 
down front sight. Dave Lutz, of KMC, 
shipped me this rail equipped with 
KMC’s Special Low Ring Set mounted 
with a Leupold 1.75-6X scope. 

Made of tough aircraft quality 7075- 
T6 alloy, KMC’s LSB consists of an 
Ml913 Picatinny rail that mounts rigid¬ 
ly to the top of the receiver via through- 
bolts and a dovetail. This mount togeth¬ 
er with KMC’s G36 RAS is the slick 
setup for the SL8-1 and provided me 
with the best of both worlds in univer¬ 
sal mounting systems. 


.223 cartrirct accuracy chart 


Load 

Velocity 

Small Group 

Large Group 

Average 

Black Hills 69 gr. JHP 

2933 fps 

1.84" 

2.01” 

1.91” 

Hornady 75 gr, JHP 

2667 fps 

1.62” 

1.73” 

1.68” 

Winchester 50 gr S.T. 

3398 fps 

1,81” 

2-11" 

1.96” 

Wolf 55 gr. FIVIJ 

3259 fps 

1.78” 

1.90” 

1.85” 


Five 5-shot Bench Rest 100-Yard Groups Using ProCrono LE. Elev: 7000’, Temp: 84*. Humid: 78% 
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SPECIFICATIONS 


Caliber 
Muzzle Velocity 
Operation 
Type of Fire 
Overall Length 
Barrel Length 
Rifling Twist 
Weight 
Feed Device 
Sights: 

Stock: 

Finish: 



5.56x45mm (.223 Remington), 

3200 fps. 

Gas piston with rotating bolt 
Semi-automatic only. 

38.6”. 

20 . 8 ”. 

6 grooves, I-in-7 inch RHT, 

(rifle alone) 8.6 lbs. 

10-shot box magazine. 

Adjustable open sights with I.5X optical standard or dual 3.5X optical and 
day/night red dot optional plus night vision. 

Gray synthetic. 

Military matte black. 


Solutions Plus. These quick detachable 
mounts fit the KMC RAS and LSB to 
perfection, and with this combo I could 
turn night into high noon with the red 
dot seen as a bright green dot reticle 
through the NVD. 

However, for true long range preci¬ 
sion shooting at night, the AN-PVS17 
proved to be the way to go. With its red 
cross reticle, this 2.25X NVD more 
than cuts the actual range in half, and 
through it we could clearly see details 
of mountains some 10 miles away in 
what was otherwise pitch dark. Hits 
were easily made at any distance we 
could find an informal target out to 
about 300 yards. Relatively small for 
what it does, the new AN-PVS17 is the 
latest and perhaps the greatest 3 rd Gen. 
NVD available. The version made for 
the USMC is 4.5X. Litton Night Vision 
Devices are marketed by Excalibur 
Electro Optics, Inc. 

New Surefire G3G Millenium SDOA light 

To enhance all shooting at night, 1 
mounted a SureFire M3 Tactical 
Weapon Light on the RAS with its 
remote pressure switch on a KMC ver¬ 
tical foregiip. For most, using this grip 
was the favorite offhand configuration. 
However, just before press time, I 
received a brand new pre-production 
sample Millenium 500A Tactical 
Weapon Light from SureFire. Molded 
integral with a tough new synthetic 
G36 forend, this light/handguard 
mounts on the SL8-l’s receiver exactly 
like the factory of standard G36 forend. 
With this system all one has to do is 
turn the enabling switch on and the 
unit can be operated by its pressure 



Using a special magazine well , the SL8-1 
will accept only its unique 10-shot in-line 
magazine. 


switch, or in a constant on mode. One 
of the best tactical weapon lights avail¬ 
able, the 500A Millenium will also be 
available in a shortened version for the 
G36K as you read this, and a G36C ver¬ 
sion is also planned. 

Shots Fired 

Just as is the case with the rest of the 
members of the G36 family, the opera¬ 
tion of the SL8-1 is what one would 
expect from H&K, totally smooth and 
100% reliable. Firing the rifle informally 
with the factory 1.5X optic proved plea¬ 
surable with offhand hits easily obtain¬ 
able out to 200 yards and beyond on 
small boulders and miscellaneous steel 
targets. The one complaint heard was of 
the thumbhole stock that does not give 
adequate room for the selector to be eas¬ 
ily operated by the thumb. However, 
being ambidextrous, the selector can be 
operated by the trigger finger with no 
problem, which isn’t a bad idea. 

From the bench, the standard Q.D. 
plastic handguard is so flexible that it 
can contact the barrel if one is not care¬ 
ful, so for precision shooting we substi¬ 
tuted the KMC RAS fore end which is 
totally rigid. In addition, I replaced the 
6X Leupold scope on the KMC LSB 
with my Bausch & Lomb 10X Police 
Tactical scope in order to wring out the 
best accuraq r from the rifle. 

In spite of our seemingly continuous 
Colorado wind, the SL8-1 produced 
some fairly respectable 5-shot groups at 
100 yards from the bench with 4 shots 
often going into a cluster well under 
minute of angle (MOA). All in all, the 
SL8-1 should be fully suitable for com¬ 
petition, varmint hunting or law 
enforcement duty. Since the SL8-l’s 


barrel is easily changed, I would like to 
see a carbine version. If you are looking 
for a .223 caliber special purpose rifle 
that is truly modular, be sure to check 
out the SL8-1 family. ^ 


CONTACT SHEET 


A.R.M.S., Inc,, Dept. SOF 
230 West Center St 

West Bridgewater, MA 02175 
phone: (508) 584-7816 

Aimpoint, Inc., Dept SOF 
420 West Main St 
GeneseoJL 61254 
phone: (800) 680-6866 

Excalibur Electro Optics, Inc., Dept SOF 
542 Kemmerer Lane 
Allentown, PA 18104 
phone: (800) 797-2849 

Heckler & Koch, Inc., Dept SOF 
21480 Pacific Blvd. 

Sterling,VA 20166 
phone: (703) 450-1900 

Knight’s Armament Co., Inc., Dept SOF 
7750 9th .St, S.W. 

Vero Beach, FL 32968 
phone: (561) 562-5697 

Mounting Solutions Plus, Dept SOF, 

POB 97-1202, Miami, FL 33197 
phone: (305) 253-8393 

Precision Reflex, Dept SOF, 

201 N. Main St 

New Bremen, Ohio 45869 
phone: (419) 629-2603 

SureFire Inc., Dept SOF 
18300 Mt Bald/ Cir. 

Fountain Valley, CA 92708 
phone: (800) 828-8809 

Kimber Mfg., Inc., Dept SOF 

I Lawton St,Yonkers, NY (0705 
phone: (888) 243-4522 
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Rangers fast-roping into hell. Black Hawk Down, 
to be released nationwide on 18 January 02, is 
one of the most realistic — and moving — com¬ 
bat saga ever to emblazon the screen. 


ready to paddle as the water begins to swell and spill over. 


www.safflnag.com 















were killed in the streets of Mogadishu 
everything I read in the civilian press 
played it for pathos. In story after story 
you got the impression that these young 
men were hapless boobs caught in the 
crossfire. You’d have thought they were 
sorority girls in a train wreck. 

SOF busted its ass to get a story out 
early, but a monthly magazine usually 
works three months ahead. Even on 
hyperdrive it took the mag six weeks to 
get Mogadishu on the newsstands. It 
was only then that I learned that the 
Rangers, and Delta, the 160th SOAR, 
and some other guys we don’t get to talk 
about killed somewhere between 600 
and a thousand armed and shooting 
Somali fighters. So once again, not 
unlike the Tet Offensive, the American 
press had shat in the face of the people 
who fight and sometimes die to pre¬ 
serve their right to do so. 

It pissed me off then and it pisses 
me off now. I think the guys on that 
operation have grounds for a class 
action libel suit. 

Sitting across from me is the man 
who, perhaps more than anyone else, 
has redressed that grievance, Harry 
Humphries, the Military Technical 
Advisor, and Associate Producer. 

The technical advisor’s credit normal¬ 
ly comes pretty far down on the scroll. 
However, it is he who is responsible for 
whether the movie does honor to the 
profession of arms or is just a hideous 


BLACK HAUJK DDLUN 

A REVOLUTION STUDIOS/COLUMBIA 
PICTURES ACTION-ADVENTURE 

PRODUCED BY JERRY BRUCKHEIMER 
DIRECTED AND PRODUCED BY RIDLEY SCOTT 
STELLAR ENSEMBLE CAST INCLUDES JOSH 
HARTNETT, ERIC BANA, JASON ISAACS, EWAN 
McGREGOR, TOM SIZEMORE AND SAM SHEPARD 

From acclaimed director Ridley Scott and renowned 
producer Jerry Bruckheimer, based on actual events, 
Black Hawk Down is the heroic account of a group of 
elite U.S. soldiers sent into Mogadishu, Somalia in 
1993 as part of a U.N. peacekeeping operation. Their 
mission: to capture several top lieutenants of the 
Somali warlord, Mohamed Farrah Aidid, as part of a 
strategy to quell the civil war and famine that is rav¬ 
aging the country. 

Young Rangers and veteran Delta Force soldiers fight 
side by side against overwhelming odds. For 18 har¬ 
rowing hours, they remain trapped and wounded in 
the most hostile district of Mogadishu until a rescue 
convoy can be mounted to retrieve them. Outnum¬ 
bered and surrounded, tensions flare, friends are 
lost, alliances are formed and soldiers learn the true 
nature of war and heroism.... 


AH/MH-6 Little Birds inbound (in the movie), on-the-prowl for warlords and their 
armed minions. These choppers , along with the MH-60 Black Hawks , were flown 
to Morocco from CONUS aboard C-5 transport. 


mishmash of bullshit. And when a 
soldier sees a war movie that’s pretty 
much is all he cares about. 

Harry’s a stocky guy, a little above 
medium height, and in terrific 
shape. He has a shock of gray hair, 
slightly longer than a crewcut, and a 
close-cropped goatee and mous¬ 
tache. He has clear friendly eyes and 
a smile that would be charming 
except for that twisty quality around 
the edges that comes from having 
seen a friend’s face turn to red goo. 

We exchange a few pleasantries, 
to establish a mutual respect for each 
other’s service. Harry was a SEAL in 


Vietnam, first with the Teams, then 
with the Phoenix Program as a PRU 
advisor. I remark that SpecOps guys 
are more like each other than they 
are like other members of their 
respective services. 

“Same bones, different face,” 
says Harry, 

We talked for awhile about how the 
book compares to the movie. I’ve 
mixed feelings about the book. 
Everybody I know thinks it’s terrific 
It’s author [Mark Bowden] lost my 
respect when he badmoutlied the 
Vietnam-era Rangers at a Ranger con¬ 
vention, a breach of manners that I 




















find almost unthinkable. Fur¬ 
thermore, I don’t think the book 
is all that goddamn well-written. 

Harry doesn’t agree. 

“I thought Mark did a good 
job with what he had to work 
with,” he says. 

“For the most part, he did 
interviews with lower-ranking 
Rangers, specialists and buck 
sergeants, and one disaffected 
Delta guy who was pissed 
because he didn’t get the 
appropriate combat recogni¬ 
tion. You gotta think some¬ 
thing is wrong with an SF guy 
who’ll violate OpSec over 
something like that. 

“So there was a lot that was 
significant about the operation 
that didn’t make it into the 
book. I wanted to give a fuller picture in the movie.” 

“How did you get your information?” 

“Contacts within the SpecOps community,” he said. 
“That vague enough for you?” 

I smiled. “Yeah.” 

“This was not just a Ranger deal, or an army deal,” he 
went on. “I wanted each aspect of it covered by a repre¬ 
sentative from that service. And we got it. We had peo¬ 
ple who were on the ground from the Rangers, from 
Delta, 160th SOAR and Air Force CSAR. The likes of 
Colonel Tom Mathews, who was OIC of the 160th, 
Colonel Lee VanArsdale, a senior Deltoid-type on Gen. 
Garrison’s staff and a bunch of Ranger-types, including 
Sgt. 1 st Class Matt Eversmann and others we shouldn’t 
ID. They’re working these days.” 

“How about the actors? I caught the trailer on Access 
Hollywood the other night. It looked terrific. First war 
movie I’ve seen where the Rangers wore Ranger haircuts.” 

“Yeah, we had real Rangers on the set. If the crew 
hair stylist hadn’t given them Ranger haircuts the 
Rangers would have. 


Associate Producer and Military Technical Advisor Harry 
Humphries offers actor Bill Fichtner (Sergeant Howe) 
professional advice . Humphries and others wanted BHD 
to be authentic and made realism their mission. 


“The DoD was exceptional¬ 
ly supportive once we had 
script agreement in place. 
USASOC appointed a project 
officer to us, Major Tom 
McCullom, SF-type, who 
worked with us to set up train¬ 
ing at the three commands rep¬ 
resented in the movie. 

“Normally I would do all 
training in-house with my peo¬ 
ple, but I saw a need to have 
each command participate in 
shaping the actors represent¬ 
ing them. Each community is 
different, no other command 
smells or looks like a Ranger 
command. Same can be said 
about the boys behind the 
fence and the Night Stalkers ... 
all provided training. 

“I worked very closely with the RHQ Public Affairs 
Officer, Captain Todd Bearden, mustang-type, who was a 
Ranger’s Ranger. His love of the regiment and sense of 
duty struck me. I was determined to do these troops 
right. The Regiment provided a gentlemen’s RIP course at 
Ft. Benning, GA, for six hard days. The troops, actors, fell 
out for reveille and did PT with the Rangers. They did 
every aspect of Ranger training that you see on the screen. 

“For time efficiency, I elected not to teach patrolling, 
which, as you know, is most of what being a Ranger is 
about. But everything they did on the screen they trained 
for with the Rangers. They lived in the barracks formerly 
occupied by 3rd Batt., Bravo Company, the company they 
portrayed. Their first sergeant, now schooling at the 
Sergeant Major’s Academy, had been a staff sergeant on the 
ground during the operation. He was really something ” 

“So how did the actors take to the training?” 


Josh Hartnett (Staff Sergeant Matt Eversmann) on the horn for 
backup . With him is Gregory Sporleder. 















“Some of ’em loved it; some were 
resistant.” 

“Did any of those people catch fire?” 

“Let’s just say that their perfor¬ 
mance in the training phase reflected 
on screen.” 

“So give me a little background. 
How did we get into this worst-case 
scenario?” 

“Somalia went to shit during UNI- 
SOM 1 when Bush senior, Cheney, and 
Powell were running the National 
Command authority. Twenty-some 
thousand troops, mostly Marines, were 
landed to support the UN humanitarian 
action. Not only did the Marines stop 
the genocide allowing food to reach the 
starving civilians, they disarmed the 
fighting clans, cut the nuts off war¬ 
lords, turned the operation back over to 
the UN and left country. 

“Then came the UN-loving Clinton 
Administration. The warlords claimed 
they were helpless in the midst of anar¬ 
chy, and the Clintons, UN, actually re¬ 
armed them. Next thing you know it’s 
Dodge City all over again, with automat¬ 
ic weapons. After losing a large contin¬ 
gent of Pakistani UN troops to an Aidid 
ambush, the UN cried for help. “The 
classified operation, Task Force Ranger, 
was sent in to capture or kill the perps. 
And, you know what? The Clintons 
didn’t want to play the full game. 

“Originally Task Force Ranger was 
supposed to have Specter gunship sup¬ 
port, and American armor for backup, 
they trained and rehearsed that way If 
we’d had that we wouldn’t have lost 
more than a couple of people. But that 
was deemed too militaristic by the 
administration. “The genius in charge 
of the DoD took the dive and was fired 
shortly after that firefight. After all 
there was a UN Quick Reaction Force 
already on the ground, including the 
U.S. I Oth Mountain, right? The UN had 
Pakistani armor. Armor’s armor, right? 
What could go wrong?” 

Lovely. I wondered how many G.I.s 
had died in the past 40 years to make 
the Deputy Assistant Secretary of 
Defense for Anal Osculation look good 
for one news cycle. 

“So Task Force Ranger was given the 
mission of snatching the warlords and 
their top lieutenants.” 

“How were they getting their intel?” 

“Well, you know, not from the mili¬ 
tary. The Chief of Station, Garrett Jones, 
who was Chief spook on the ground dur¬ 


ing the Bush senior Administration, was 
sent back to re-establish an intel net in 
support of TFR, code name “Gothic 
Serpent.” He brought with him a former 
handler, CONDOR code name, ethnical¬ 
ly advantaged and very good. In fact, 
they had their own op planned but 
couldn’t execute because of a screw-up 
with their key indig. 

“His top informant was another war¬ 
lord, Aidid’s competition. He was smart 
and knew his stuff, but he was crazy. 
Just before this operation he got all 
drunked up in a whorehouse and lost a 
game of Russian Roulette. Just blew his 
brains all over the place. 

“Then his handler was killed. The 
chief of station tried to keep it going 
but there was, you know, a disconnect. 
The intel quality was questionable. 

“Then they got word that there was 
going to be a meeting of Aidid’s tier 
one people during daylight. All of them 
together in one place at one time. Very 
tempting. 

“The TFR operators always pre¬ 
ferred to work at night. Because of our 
NODs we owned the night. But this was 
in the afternoon.” 

“You think it was a setup?” 

“Very possibly. When dicy went in 
there were over a thousand guys with 
AKs waiting for them. And the longer it 
went on the more showed up. The good 


news is most of them died. 

“Right at the start the Rangers could 
have punched out. But they had wound¬ 
ed and KLA on the choppers. So they fell 
back to protect the wounded and every 
chopper was its own little Alamo. 
Meanwhile, the Paki armor was reluctant 
to move out — getting organized was not 
in their vocabulary In fact two staff offi¬ 
cers, one SEAL and One Deltoid, under 
the CG, Garrison, w^ere dispatched to 
force the QRF to get moving.” 

“How did you get the equipment 
and DoD support to Morocco?” 

“Once DOD gave approval from the 
PAO at the Pentagon, the operating 
commands took over. A whole different 
mentality here. We were set ting a brand 
new precedent SF commands, black 
operators, were tasked with supporting 
a Hollywood thing. One would think 
that the closest assets to Morocco 
would be utilized, say from EUCOM, or 
CENTCOM, but this was not the case. 

“After all, this was about some very 
special folks, their gear, their people. 
We wanted the teal deal, Rangers as 
background action-types, TF 160 
equipment and aviators. Additionally, 
we were under the sphere of EUCOM, 
USASGC, SOCOM, Man, did the logis¬ 
tics get hairy. 

Continued on page 80 
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Chemical Catastrophe 


Continued from page 43 


gear and other necessary items (every¬ 
thing from chemical lightsticks to 
MREs with heaters) and brought it all 
over to her place. Nothing else, no 
instruction required. After all, she is 
my daughter. 

My wife and I had concurred that 
our upstairs bedroom, with attached 
bath and storage closet, would become 
our family’s sealed room. All its walls 
are reinforced concrete, the exterior 
covered with 1.75-inch thick Jerusalem 
stone. The bedroom has a single large 
window located next to a glass door 
that opens onto a porch with a view all 
the to Jordan (and five minutes’ flight- 
time beyond Saddam’s Scud launch 
vehicles). The window and glass door 
have a full-length plastic blind that 
rolls up into a wooden box mounted 
over each. All glass is double-insulated 
and of a special shatterproof type. 
There is also a single small window in 
the bathroom. 

The blinds serve the purpose of 
shades. They would be lowered in an 
alert. Glass would be taped-up to mini¬ 
mize shattering and flying about in the 


unlikely event of a Scud hitting our 
Jerusalem neighborhood. All areas 
around the overhead wooden box open 
to the outside would be filled with 
caulk. Windows, door and box would 
be entirely sealed using both Mil spec 
plastic and tape. Only the room’s entry 
door would be left “open,” but plastic 
would be secured on the wall above it, 
ready to be unrolled and taped in place 
in fewer than 15 seconds. When the air 
raid sirens sounded, the family would 
complete sealing it by wedging a bleach 
soaked rag in the opening under the 
door and then taping plastic over the 
door itself. 

As I collected the supplies I wanted 
to give to my older daughter, I 
restocked and reorganized our 
upstairs closet. My wife called the 
home front command and verified all 
our gas mask kit contents were cur¬ 
rent. I filled two 5-gallon jerry cans 
with gas and the barbecue tank with 
propane. I emailed my preparedness 
lists to friends and family. We are back 
to the practice of never leaving the 
car’s gas tank less than 80% filled. 

When the home front command 
directs us to seal our room, well bring 
upstairs the rest of our gear and the 
every day things we use, from the dog’s 


water bowl to my vitamins. It is also 
the time to bring inside the barbecue 
and our water storage tank, which we’ll 
then fill. Parents will help their chil¬ 
dren cope with the potential of an 
attack by colorfully decorating the 
cardboard gas mask kit boxes that 
everyone will have hanging of their 
shoulder by its back plastic strap. 

Epilogue 

I do not worry much about Scuds 
hitting our area. Conventional wisdom 
is that no attacker would risk hitting 
Jerusalem’s Muslim holy sights. 

Nevertheless, in ‘91, two Scuds did 
land in the immediate Jerusalem vicini¬ 
ty, no doubt by error. I’m much more 
concerned about our Palestinian neigh¬ 
bors, the folks who had the huge block- 
party victory celebration in honor of 
the World Trade Center and Pentagon 
destruction. The same folks we 
watched on CNN, as they stood on 
their roofs and cheered as the Scuds 
flew overhead, egged on by their gov¬ 
ernment’s Chairman and still today the 
unchallenged leader of the Saddam 
Hussein Fan Club, Yassar Arafat. 

David Stone is a frequent SOF con¬ 
tributor. ^ 
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The Sequential War 
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democratically free Constitutional Mon¬ 
archy. A worldwide strategy for indepen¬ 
dence from Saudi oil would include: (1) A 
free Iran as an outlet for Caspian oil as per 
Stage Three; (2) The stabilization of 
Nigeria, with President Olesegun Oba- 
sanjo assisted in truly ending rapacious 
corruption, instituting the rule of law, pro¬ 
viding regional autonomy, and shutting 
down anti-Christian Islamic fanaticism; 

(3) The termination of Castro-wannabe 
Hugo Chavez’s rule in Venezuela (the U.S. 
imports more oil from Venezuela than 
from Saudi and Chavez is destroying both 
its economy and political institutions); 

(4) A joint military task force from the 
armies of Brazil, Argentina, Chile, and 
Peru formed with U.S. cooperation to mil¬ 
itarily eradicate the FARC and other 
narcomarxist guerrillas from Colombia 
(this would secure 1 million barrels per 
day); (5) The drilling ofANWR in Alaska, 
and a crash program to develop methods 
to safely and efficiently extract the two 
trillion barrels of oil presently locked into 
tarsand deposits in die U.S. and Canada 
(my company, Energeia, Inc., is working 
on just such a process). 

The ultimate goal of Osama bin 
Laden is to become the Ayatollah 
Khomeini of Saudi Arabia. Should he try 
to escape from Afghanistan ahead of his 
American pursuers, it would not be to 
Sudan or Somalia, but to Saudi Arabia 
where he expects to be welcomed as the 
next Mahdi by his myriad of followers 
and financial supporters. OBL hates 
America for supporting what he hates 
even more, the corrupt Saudi Royals pol¬ 
luting his sacred land — exacdy as 
Khomeini hated America for supporting 
the Shah. He will, of course, be hunted 
down and shot well before he gets the 
chance to become the Saudi Ayatollah. 

The Muslim world is nonetheless at a 
fork in the road determining its future. 
Down one way OBL is beckoning Islam 
to remain in its medieval Dark Ages, 
rejecting and fighting the civilized 
world. Down the other hes the promise 
of Democratic Islam with political free¬ 
dom and women treated as human 
beings, with economic freedom allowing 
people to prosper instead of enviously 
desiring to destroy. Waging a Sequential 
War on Muslim Terrorism is the only 
way to ensure first path is a dead end, 
and that taking the second path is the 
Muslim world’s solitary option. 

© 2001 Dr. Jack Wheeler and the 
Freedom Research Foundation . ^ 


Torture: The Black /lit 


Continued from page 59 


three children, and 100, both Muslims 
as well as Europeans. The following 
Sunday, the day of Pentecost, a bomb 
exploded under the platform of the 
orchestra of the Casino de la Corniche. 
Eighty-five were injured and the musi¬ 
cians were pulverized. The singer had 
both legs blown off. 

Massu was furious. The funeral of 
the victims took place in a flame of vio¬ 
lence without precedent. It became 
urgent to protect the Casbah to avoid a 
blood bath. The toll of that day was six 
dead and 50 wounded, mainly 
Muslims. 

The Algerian Communist Party 
(PCA) was found to be responsible. 
Their clandestine journal The Voice of 
the Soldier continued to spread the 
“insidious propaganda.” Aussaresses 
turned once more to Trinquier’s cen¬ 
sure of the population. A doctor 
George Hadjadj, a prominent PCA 
leader, was arrested. The doctor admit¬ 
ted that he was an important PCA 
member, but was not responsible for 
the attacks. He admitted that he was in 
charge of the distribution of the jour¬ 
nal La Voix du soldat. He disclosed his 
role in the special forces and identified 
the chief as Andre Moine, but could 
give no information about him. 

Aussaresses’ tour of duty was over. 
The strike had been crushed, the Voix 
du soldat had been destroyed, Larbi 
Ben M’Hidi, Ali Boumendjel and Ben 
Bella had been liquidated. After 
Aussaresses found a replacement and 
turned over his dossier, he heard that 
the remaining chiefs of the FLN and 
the PCA fell one after the other. Andre 
Moine was captured in July of 1957. In 
October 1957, the bunker of Ah la 
Pointe was surrounded, then blown up. 

His death marked the end of the bat¬ 
tle of Algiers. 

Dr. Martin Brass is a frequent con¬ 
tributor to SOF. 

Next issue , we will explore the legal¬ 
ity of torture, in the context of the ongo¬ 
ing trials of Aussaresses, in France and 
in Algeria. We will do this with an 
examination of existing French law at 
the time of these articles, and in the con¬ 
text of, international law - and how 
international law has transitioned and 
what the impact of that transition would 
be on any contemporary situation 
involving torture. ^ 
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Black Hawk Down 
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“Force protection issues were 
prominent as the CINC, EUCOM did 
not want another DDG-67 (guided mis¬ 
sile destroyer) Cole event in a friendly 
Muslim nation. Secondly, the local 
embassy was minus one ambassador 
due to normal rotation of administra¬ 
tions. There was great reluctance from 
the Charge D’affaires who was holding 
the fort down, so to speak. 

“Eventually, after some very high 
level influence, State gave us their 
chop, U.S. Air force TRAN SCOM pro¬ 
vided C-5 transport, and over came 
four MH-60 Black Hawk Helicopters, 
four AH/MH-6 convertible Little Birds 
complete with mini-gun weapons and 
Fast-Rope Capability, Supporting this 
was 140-some-odd soldiers, including 
one platoon of Rangers from Third 
Battalion, Bravo Company. A select 
group from the company provided fast- 
ropers and they were good. The 
Regimental Commander made sure the 
right company came over. 

“DoD has an interest in supporting 
movies that promote recruiting. But they 
also have a “cost list”, if you will. It cov¬ 


ers the cost of per-diem for personnel, 
housing, meals, transport, etc. In addi¬ 
tion, each aircraft type comes with a 
rotor-hour cost or flight-hour cost. “The 
production company works closely with 
the DoD office here in Los Angeles. Each 
service has a project officer assigned to 
the industry. For Black Hawk Down we 
worked closely with Major Andy 
Ortegon who did a first-rate job in 
pulling all assets together.” 

“Did you have anybody who was 
actually on the original operation?” 

“Several former Ranger-types came 
over on their own nickel, just to be there, 
I suppose to get some sort of closure. We 
saw to it that they got in the movie as 
extras for as long as they cared. I also had 
John Collett helping me with Ranger 
dress. He was a young specialist, SAW 
operator in chalk one (Ranger unit) 
under Captain Steel. Also, several of the 
aviators, names purposely not included. 

“What scenes were particularly 
important to you?” 

“I wanted the MOH actions repre¬ 
sented perfectly. Sergeant First Class 
Randy Shughart and Master Sgt. Gary 
Gordon knowingly insisted on being 
put into hell’s mouth in order to protect 
a fellow soldier from a frenzied enemy 
crowd bent on dismembering anyone 


American in their grasp. 

“Death was certain, yet they went in. 
It was extremely important to me that 
the actors playing these guys were up 
to the task. The Director, Ridley Scott, 
was also very keen on portraying this 
scene with the respect it deserved.” 

“What is the essence of the screen 
play, are you faithful to the book?” 

“The book is too complicated, too 
detailed to put all of it on screen. We 
only have two and one-half hours to tell 
the story. We combined some charac¬ 
ters, or their deeds. But this film will 
give the audience a very accurate feel 
for the intensity of street combat, and 
the heroics of the American Soldier. 

“It will definitely put the Mogadishu 
story in proper light.” 

“So how do you feel about the 
movie?” He grinned. “You’re gonna love 
it. It’ll be the first one you ever saw that 
looks like actual combat.” 

Jim Morris served, three tours with 
Spe-cial Forces in Vietnam and covered 
eight wars for SOF. His Vietnam mem¬ 
oir ; War Story, is available in hardcover 
from Paladin Press , and in paperback 
from St. Martin's. His story collection , 
Fighting Men, will be reissued by St. 
Martin's in 2002. ^ 
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the period of preparation and the attack 
itself presumes a high degree of sophis¬ 
tication and attention to detail. 

The manual teaches with great 
specificity how to secure, well in 
advance, such necessities as apart¬ 
ments and hiding places, communica¬ 
tions, transportation and transport, 
forged documents, arms and ammuni¬ 
tion. Operatives are taught in micro- 
managed detail how to shave their 
beards, use soap and aftershave, dress 
Western and blend in, and such practi¬ 
cal matters as how to handle the mili¬ 
tary organization’s finances. How and 
when to travel to avoid raising suspi¬ 
cion (at what times there will be less 
security apparatus to deal with, how to 
select boarding sites with less security, 
and in particular how to avoid drawing 
attention when traveling on a “special 
mission”). And techniques of using 
counterfeit ID and documents and how 
to live in an area for extended periods 
without raising suspicions. 

The terrorists who would destroy 
the West have done their homework. 
They have spent years in study and 
preparation while we slept. After a 
number of thwarted missions and a few 
notable successes, they have delivered 
a resounding wakeup call. This call 
proved that if we give them the oppor¬ 
tunity and unwitting assistance, they 
can be proficient at their evil works. 

This is a war on the American home¬ 
land that transcends the token bombard¬ 
ments on the West Coast of World War 
Two. It is not a war we asked for, but it 
is a war we have no choice but to fight. 
It is a war we have no option but to win. 

The attacks on New York and 
Washington were merely the first 
attacks. A1 Qaida et al. fully intend they 
will not be the last. How effective sub¬ 
sequent attacks will or will not be 
depends in the greatest measure on 
how effective is our pro-active response 
at home. We can destroy the heart of 
the octopus in Afghanistan, but the ten¬ 
tacles are in place and can live and 
destroy independently. 

They have painstakingly covered all 
the bases, but from here on they will be 
fighting an eagle in his own nest. 

Let us hope that henceforth the 
eagle will be fully awake and totally 
prepared. 

Frank Hopkins is a frequent contribu¬ 
tor to SOF. ^ 
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Living High In Afghanistan 
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pect that the Afghans, when dealing 
with each other, use their own mone¬ 
tary system, but I wasn’t able to figure 
out what it was. 

I learned that the Northern Afghan 
foreign ministry received a share of all 
U.S. currency paid to the local labor 
force. As an example, $30 of the stan¬ 
dard $100 per day paid to an inter¬ 
preter had to be turned over to the min¬ 
istry as a sort of “concession fee.” 
Vehicle drivers were similarly taxed. 
Charges for staying at one of the guest¬ 
houses, a fairly reasonable $10 per day, 
were paid directly to the ministry. Since 
I never observed U.S. currency chang¬ 
ing hands among Afghans, I suspected 
that the locals were not permitted to 
use foreign currency, and that all of the 
U.S. banknotes paid to Afghans wound 
up with the foreign ministry. I couldn’t 
substantiate that, though. 

Sleight Of Hand 

One evening, I heard the purr of a 
small (probably 1-kw) portable Honda 
generator outside the guesthouse, with 
its cable snakiilg into a first-story win¬ 
dow. Curious, I stepped into the hall¬ 
way and watched from the half-open 
door as one of the European film crews 
compiled their day’s footage using a 14- 
inch flat-screen video display and sev¬ 
eral laptop computers. First, they 
brought up a shot of a B-52 strike 
apparently photographed from “TV 
Hill,” a prepared friendly position 30 
km west of Khoja Bahouddin on the 
Amu Darya which overlooked a ridge 
occupied by the Taliban from a distance 
of about 8,000 meters. 

This ridgeline had been a target of 
daily U.S. carpet bombing for the past 
week or so. The quality of the crew’s 
optics was incredible. Shot through at 
least a 20X lens, the 8-km distant 2,000- 
pound bombs appeared to be exploding 
right in front of the camera. Using suc¬ 
cessive digital video inputs and refram¬ 
ing the display, the crew systematically 
massaged the footage into a finished 20- 
second clip of the bomb runs. 

Once the video was complete, the 
technician inserted a digital disc con¬ 
taining the day’s audio tracks. He mixed 
these tracks, containing excited Afghan 
voices, automatic AK-74 fire, and peri¬ 
odic “TV Tank” fire, with the carpet 
bombing footage, so that I found myself 
watching an extremely plausible battle 
scene. In fact, though, the small arms 


fire had taken place well away from the 
bombing, and was the result of friendly 
Afghans firing into the air and shouting 
their approval for the cameras’ benefit. 

I had to admire the clip as a work of 
art, and thought of a quote attributed to 
a newspaper journalist some years ago: 
“Is it true?” she was asked. “No,” she 
replied, “but it’s accurate.” 

Progress 

One morning while sitting in the 
shade on the network compound 
“patio,” I was offered a cup of coffee by 
the foreman of the site crew (in a rock 
group, these guys would be “roadies”). 
He turned out to be a well-worn and 
somewhat crusty, but thoroughly lik¬ 
able, character. 

“How’s business?” I asked. 

“Slow,” he replied. “It’s not going any¬ 
where. All the correspondents are filing, 
but no one’s getting on the air. The pub¬ 
lic’s tired of getting the same stuff over 
and over. Americans have to see things 
moving, or they lose interest.” 

“The Afghans seem to be doing just 
fine,” I said. 

“Oh, yes,” he agreed. 

Neither one pf us expected the situ¬ 
ation in Northern Afghanistan to 
change anytime soon. Khoja Bahouddin 
was supposed to be the Northern 
Afghan headquarters, and we hadn’t 
seen military movement or activity 
beyond a few occasional trucks carry¬ 
ing troops westward. Even considering 
the fact that our window to this part of 
the world was pretty small, there 
seemed to be just too much profit in the 
economics of stalemate to expect a 
change. We were wrong. 

On 11 November, The Washington 
Post reported that Northern Afghan 
Commander Abdur-rashid Dostum had 
phoned from his recaptured headquar¬ 
ters in Mazar-e-Sharif, claiming com¬ 
plete control of Northern Afghanistan. 
The Post was careful to state that the 
information could not be verified, since 
foreign journalists still had no access to 
Northern Afghan military units, or to 
areas recently occupied by them. 

This is notable because the 
announcement did not come from 
Northern Afghanistan’s president 
Burhanuddin Rabbani’s diplomatic 
staff, or from his most senior military 
officer. Dostum, a supposedly subordi¬ 
nate field commander, made a direct 
communication with the foreign press. 
No mention was made on this or on 
succeeding days of Dostum’s connec¬ 
tion with Rabbani’s government, or 
with recognized superior military 


authority. This would indicate that the 
Northern Alliance is, at the moment, 
not quite the “alliance” that most 
Americans picture it to be. 

Need To Know 

Why, does one suppose, would a 
correspondent for Soldier Of Fortune 
magazine, with years of experience 
doing such things, utterly fail to gain 
contact with friendly military folks in a 
country that’s about to boil over? A veil 
of secrecy was drawn around the 
November 11th Northern Afghan offen¬ 
sive more artfully even than during 
Desert Storm. It certainly makes sense 
that U.S. Special Forces didn’t need the 
press advertising their presence to the 
bad guys and putting a spotlight on 
whatever it was that they were up to. 

There may be a bit more to it, 
though, a glimpse of which I think I 
caught from a CNN feature done earlier 
this year by a lady named Saira Shah. 
In her piece, she included a rare inter¬ 
view with a Taliban official who was 
discussing the regime’s public execu¬ 
tions of civilians in the Kabul soccer 
stadium. The official was smiling as he 
said, “When a person is executed for 
violating the laws of Islam, it is a joy¬ 
ous event, because the offender is 
cleansed of sin, and the community is 
cleansed of the offender.” He was refer¬ 
ring to Afghan women, forced to kneel 
and shot through the back of the head 
with Kalashnikovs. It occurs to me that, 
when one sets out to deal appropriately 
with such people, one doesn’t particu¬ 
larly want a judgmental press corps 
looking over his shoulder. I can only 
hope that the official who uttered this 
phrase, obscene by any civilized stan¬ 
dard, is presently no longer able to 
utter anything. If the United States 
Department of Defense finds it neces¬ 
sary to exclude our current crop of oh- 
so-sensitive reporters from time to 
time, maybe that’s the way it needs to 
be. And, by the way, as I continue to 
relive the footage of collapsing sky¬ 
scrapers and dying Americans, the 
image of Osama bin Laden’s head on a 
pole starts to look pretty good to me. 
Vengeance isn’t right. But justice is. 

Karl Kirov is a United States citizen 
and former U.S. Army officer. He has 
traveled and worked in Central America, 
Western Europe, and Southeast Asia. 
This article is his first incursion into 
Central Asia. The views and conclusions 
expressed by him in this article do not 
necessarily reflect those of SOF. Kirov 
currently resides in Wyoming. ^ 
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SWfSS MADE 


SWISS Made, 27-jewel precision ETA 251.262 quartz movement. 
Chronograph: l/10th second, 60 minutes & 12-hour elapsed time; lap 
time. Tachymetre. Case in black PVD solid 316L stainless steel: screw- 
locked crown and pushers & screw-in back; unidirectional, ratcheted 0- 
60 countdown and 360-degree compass heading marker bezel. 
Tritium/SPO advanced illumination system on hands & numbers. 
Sapphire distortion-free crystal. Water resistant to 33Qm/1006 feet. 3- 
year battery. Diameter 42mm, thickness 14mm; weight 6.2 oz. Bracelet 
in black PVD solid 316L stainless steel; expandable deployment buckle 
with double lock security clasp or military diving strap. Serial numbered. 


CREDIT CARD ORDERS CALL 

ASK FOR OPERATOR L658 ^ HI 

NOW AT HUNDREDS OF FINE JEWELERS NATIONWIDE 
GALL FOR A DEALER NEAR YOU! 

30 DAY MONEY BACK GUARANTEE, 5 YEAR 
INCREMEN1AL WARRANTY, SAME DAY SHIPPING 


UNDERWATER DEMOLITION TEAM 




